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Please take this newsletter home with you. Returning to the Sunday Scriptures in prayer 
during the week is a great way to deepen the nourishment we receive from Mass.

Open Door Wednesdays
What are we doing?
We offer ‘hospitality’ in the Newman Centre 
to all who would like to come on Wednesdays, 
from 10.30am until 4.30pm. This will be for a 
trial period from 23rd Nov to 21st Dec to help us 
gauge how well this is received — and whether 
we can find volunteers to ‘staff’ the centre over 
these times.

The plan is to have our usual teas and coffees af-
ter the 10am Mass; to follow this with Soup and 
Roll about 12 noon, and then have the hall open  
during the afternoon - still offering teas and cof-
fees and a space to chat, for things like cards or 
dominoes or whatever else takes people’s fancy.

Why?
We know that there are many who are worried 
about whether they can afford to heat their 
homes, feed themselves etc because of the cur-
rent crisis. There are others isolated for a varie-
ty of reasons and aggravated by the after effects 
of the restrictions put in place during the worst 
of the COVD pandemic. We want to offer a 
place  and community to welcome and support 
people in need..

How can YOU help?
• Volunteer to help staff the kitchen making 

and serving teas and coffees; serving soup 
and roll. Volunteer Forms are on the 
shelf on the left hand side of the church.

• Come along to help extend the parish’s 
warm welcome to those who come to be part 
of Open Door Wednesdays.

• Donate magazines and books (please bring to 
the Newman Centre on Wednesdays)

• Display a poster *  for the Open Door facili-
ty in your place of work, or in a local shop or 
share the parish blog or Facebook page.

• Share information with any friends or neigh-
bours who might benefit from the parish 
project.

• Make a financial donation to help cover the 
costs of heating the hall and providing the 
refreshments etc.

November/December 2022: Parish masses This week

Sa 26 6pm
1ST SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT

Piotr Stazewska RIP (Staweska)

Su 27
9am Elizabeth McGrath RIP (McGrath)

11am For the parish

M 28 10am Michael & Pauline Venables RIP (V)

T 29 10am For the parish

W 30 10am St Andrew Decsd family/friends of G & C O'Brien

Th 1 S Ed Campion

F 2 7pm Ints Teresa Dowd (Leese)

Sa 3 6pm
2ND SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT

Tommy Quinlisk RIP

Su 4
9am James and Anne McGrath RIP

11am Patrick Devenney & Frank Mullin RIP (D)

Penance/Reconciliation: Friday 7.30pm, Saturday 5pm
Anointing of the Sick: Usually on last Friday of month at 11am 
Please pray for parishioners who are sick including Lesley Devlin; 
Jean Lawlor; Stephen Burke; Brenda Davies; Lyn Hunt; Joan James; Joanne 
McShane. Please pray for David McIlree who has died and whose funeral 
Mass is here at 11am on 12 Dec and Elizabeth Barker whose funeral 
Elizabeth Barker whose funeral Mass is here at 10am on 7 December, and 
for Susan Hutchinson, Pauline Venables, Catherine Wakeham, Harold 
Brown, Kay Cooper, Frank Kemp and all whose anniversaries occur at this 
time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.  
RESOURCES FOR PRAYER FOR ADVENT. 
1. Parish prayer on Zoom (links on parish website homepage)  

Morning Prayer:  Zoom meeting Monday to Saturday at 8.30am; 
Lectio Sunday at 4pm; Rosary Mon at 7pm.

2. Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com
3. Sunday’s Scripture readings: food for prayer during the week.
4. As a new year begins we move into Year A, and most of Sunday readings 

are read from the Gospel of Matthew. Why not (re-)read Matthew’s 
Gospel during Advent

5. Amy-Jill Levine’s Light of the World - A Beginner’s Guide to Advent explores 
the infancy narratives ofthe Gospels.

6. Taylor Mayfield’s Unto us a child is born looks at Isaiah, Advent and our 
Jewish neighbours.

Keeping Advent: Do please take a 
copy of the Walk with Me booklet (they 
are free!) Also please take a copy of the 
Advent/Christmas calendars to give to your 
children/ grandchildren/ godchildren or 
the children who live next door! See still 
more suggestions at bottom of the Mass 
timetable on page 1.

Celebrating Confirmation 
This is a note ONLY concerning  children in Year 6 
or above who are not already enrolled on the current 
parish Confirmation programme.

For various reasons some children run the risk of miss-
ing out on receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Three common reasons are 
• In Birmingham Archdiocese children are con-

firmed in Year 6 and not year 10 or 11 (as in much 
of the country), so families moving into the parish 
can easily find themselves ‘out of step’.

• Some families missed out because of the disruption 
caused by COVID

• Some families, still, are encouraged to prepare chil-
dren  with learning difficulties for Holy Commun-
ion but not Confirmation. 

If you have children who have ‘missed out’ please con-
tact Fr Allen as soon as possible to discuss how you can 
be helped - for example by joining the regular Con-
firmation programme for those with special needs, or 
the on-line preparation course he will shortly begin 
with pupils at Bishop Walsh Catholic School.

Let us pray… Coming together for some 
gentle help in exploring and playing’ with prayer. In-
troduction to simple techniques to use in prayer that help 
us to be present to the moment, to ourselves, and to God. 
Meet on the last two Tuesdays of each month, from 7.30-
8.30pm in the Benedict Room (behind the church)

Our next meeting is on Weds 29 November. 
We will focus on the psalms  

and the Church’s Morning and Evening Prayer.

God of majesty and 
power, amid the 
clamour of our  

violence your Word of 
truth resounds; upon a 
world made dark by sin 
the Sun of Justice casts 
his dawning rays.

Keep your household watch-
ful and aware of the hour in 
which we live. Hasten the 
advent of that day when the 
sounds of war will be for 
ever stilled, the darkness of 
evil scattered and all your 
children gather into one.

Advent Time - Welcome for All
An inclusive, fun afternoon exploring the meaning of 
Advent for people with special needs/ learning disa-
bilities and/or autism and their families. 

All ages welcome.
Newman Community Centre -  please access from the 

church carpark. SUNDAY 27th November 2-4pm

Baptism Preparation 
Our next course for parents to prepare for the Baptism 
of their infants and babies begins on 10th December 
at 12 noon, meeting in the Benedict Room. To take 
part, please contact Fr Allen as soon as possible.

School Governors  
Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School in Kingstanding 
is looking for school Governors to support children 
and local education. To be a Governor is a voluntary, 
interesting and rewarding role. If you are a practicing 
Catholic and might like to join the team  please 
contct the Headteacher, Mr Swanick for more details 
on 121 360 6383 or rswanick@cardinalwiseman.net

Focussing on  Advent
Advent is a time of waiting, conversion 
and of hope: waiting-memory of the first, 
humble coming of the Lord in our mortal 
flesh; waiting-supplication for his final, 
glorious coming as Lord of History and 
universal Judge; conversion, to which 
the Liturgy at this time often refers quot-
ing the prophets, especially John the 
Baptist, “Repent for the kingdom of heav-
en is at hand” (Mt 3:2); joyful hope that 
the salvation already accomplished by 
Christ (cf. Rm 8:24–25) and the reality of 
grace in the world, will mature and reach 
their fullness, thereby granting us what is 
promised by faith, and “we shall become 
like him for we shall see him as he really 
is” (John 3:2).

Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy 96

Each Sunday’s gospel reading has a dis-
tinctive theme: the Lord’s coming at the 
end of time (First Sunday of Advent), 
John the Baptist (Second and Third Sun-
day), and the events that prepared imme-
diately for the Lord’s birth (Fourth Sun-
day).

The Old Testament readings are prophe-
cies about the Messiah and the Messianic 
age, especially from the prophet Isaiah.

The readings from an apostle serve as ex-
hortations and as proclamations, in keep-
ing with the different themes of Advent.

Introduction to the Lectionary 93



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Priest: We pray to the Lord.
All:   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
          your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory 

NB  A collection is taken for the Bethany Food Bank  today.  NB  A collection is taken for the Bethany Food Bank  today.  
The next collection will be on Dec 18thThe next collection will be on Dec 18th

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  
Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus 

Mystery of faith

The Communion Rite
The Lord’s Prayer
Communion thanksgiving

Creator of the stars of night 
the peoples everlasting light,  
Redeemer, Saviour of us all 
O hear your servants when they call.

As once through Mary’s flesh you came 
to save us from our sin and shame,  
so now, Redeemer, by your grace, 
come heal again our fallen race.

And when on that last judgement day 
we rise to glory from decay, 

then come again, O Saviour blest, 
and bring us to eternal rest.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

The Introductory Rites 
Word of justice, Alleluia, 
Come to dwell here, Maranatha!

Word of mercy, Alleluia, 
Live among us. Maranatha!

Word of power, Alleluia, 
Live within us. Maranatha!

Word of freedom, Alleluia, 
Save your people. Maranatha!

Word of healing, Alleluia, 
Heal our sorrow. Maranatha!

Word of comfort, Alleluia, 
Bring us hope now. Maranatha!

Word of gladness, Alleluia, 
Fill our hearts now. Maranatha!

Penitential Act

The Liturgy of the Word 
Isaiah 2:1-5

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. ‘In the days to come the mountain of 
the Temple of the Lord shall tower above the mountains 
and be lifted higher than the hills. All the nations will 
stream to it, peoples without number will come to it; 
and they will say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
 to the Temple of the God of Jacob 
that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths; 
since the Law will go out from Zion, 
 and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 
He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 
O House of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord.”’

Psalm 121(122):1-2,4-5,6-9

I rejoiced when I heard them say:
    ‘Let us go to God’s house.’
And now our feet are standing
    within your gates, O Jerusalem.

It is there that the tribes go up,
    the tribes of the Lord.
For Israel’s law it is, there to praise the Lord’s name.
 There were set the thrones of judgement  
    of the house of David.

For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
    ‘Peace be to your homes!
May peace reign in your walls,
    in your palaces, peace!’

For love of my brethren and friends
    I say: ‘Peace upon you!’
For love of the house of the Lord
    I will ask for your good.

Romans 13:11-14
You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up 
now: our salvation is even nearer than it was when 
we were converted. The night is almost over, it will be 
daylight soon – let us give up all the things we prefer 
to do under cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and 
appear in the light. Let us live decently as people do 
in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or 
licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your 
armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and 
give us your saving help.Alleluia!

Matthew 24:37-44
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so 
will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those 
days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, 
taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day 
Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing 
till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like 
this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in 
the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at the 
millstone grinding, one is taken, one left.

‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day 
when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of 
this, that if the householder had known at what time 
of the night the burglar would come, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to 
break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you 
too must stand ready because the Son of Man is com-
ing at an hour you do not expect.

Homily
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966,  1967 and 1968 by Darton, Long-
man & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission 
of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights 
reserved.  Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

 Refreshments   Refreshments  
            Irish Coffees, Cakes, PancakesIrish Coffees, Cakes, Pancakes

  StallsStalls  
    Tombola, Toys, China, Books, DVDSTombola, Toys, China, Books, DVDS

 Raffles  Raffles 
  Christmas cake and other great prizes  Christmas cake and other great prizes

  Sat 10Sat 10th  th  &  Sun 11&  Sun 11th th DecemberDecember

All welcome.
Newman Community Centre, 3a Boldmere Road, B73 5UY
(formerly The Carpenter’s Arms)

All profits to support The Open Door Wednesdays project 
offering a warm space and welcome to those in need in Boldmere

Saturday Evening 7pm Saturday Evening 7pm 
Sunday Morning 10am  Sunday Morning 10am  
& 12 noon& 12 noon
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œ
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Ho‑ly Lord God of hosts.
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Heav‑en and earth  are
œ œ œœ œ

&
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full of your glo‑ry.

œ œ œ œ œ

Ho‑san‑na  in the high‑est.
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œ

Bless‑ed is  he
œ œ œœ

& œ

who comes in the name of the Lord.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ

Ho‑san‑na  in the high‑est.
œœ œ œ œ œœ œœ

Open Door Wednesdays.
Thank you to all the volunteers who turned out to-
day – the first day of our Open Door Wednesdays. 
Lovely soup was available, and a warm welcome.

We were certainly rather slow on our first day in 
terms of visitors and guests, but as it was a lovely 
warm, sunny  day in Boldmere so that was not too 
surprising.

The positive side of that was that it gave us extra 
time to talk together as volunteers, and sort out a 
few practicalities (for example – yes, the Centre’s 
kitchen does have a soup ladle and a bread knife!)

If you are able to publicise the Drop In – for exam-
ple in local schools, doctors’ surgeries, sheltered 
housing homes – please do. Publicity posters can 
be downloaded from the front page of our website 
- and paper copies are available from Fr Allen. 

If YOU wish to volunteer, then please collect a vol-
unteer form from the parish church – and return 
to Fr Allen.


