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Please take this newsletter home with you. Returning to the Sunday Scriptures in prayer 
during the week is a great way to deepen the nourishment we receive from Mass.

Open Door Wednesdays
Many people are worried about whether they can 
afford to heat their homes, feed themselves etc be-
cause of the current crisis. 

What are we doing? We offer ‘hospitality’ in the 
Newman Centre to all who would like to come on 
Wednesdays, from 10.30am until 4.30pm. This 
will be for a trial period from 23rd Nov to 21st Dec 
to help us gauge how well this is received — and 
whether we can find volunteers to ‘staff’ the centre 
over these times.

How can YOU help?
• Volunteer!  to help staff the kitchen making 

and serving teas and coffees; serving soup and 
roll. Volunteer Forms are on the shelf on 
the left hand side of the church.

• Come along to help extend the parish’s warm 
welcome to those who come to be part of Open 
Door Wednesdays.

• Donate magazines and books (please bring to 
the Newman Centre on Wednesdays)

• Display a poster *  for the Open Door facility in 
your place of work, or in a local shop or share 
the parish blog or Facebook page.

• Share information with friends or neighbours 
who might benefit from the parish project.

Your kingdom is at hand, God of justice and 
peace. You made John the Baptist its herald 
to announce the coming of your Christ, who 
baptises with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

Give us a spirit of repentance to make us worthy of 
the kingdom. Let complacency yield to conviction, 
that in our day justice will flourish and conflict give 
way to the peace you bestow 
in Christ. Amen

Baptism Preparation 
Our next course for parents to prepare for 
the Baptism of their infants and babies be-
gins on 10th December at 12 noon, meet-
ing in the Benedict Room. To take part, 
please contact Fr Allen as soon as possible.

 Refreshments   Refreshments  
            Irish Coffees, Cakes, PancakesIrish Coffees, Cakes, Pancakes

  StallsStalls  
    Tombola, Toys, China, Books, DVDSTombola, Toys, China, Books, DVDS

 Raffles  Raffles 
  Christmas cake and other great prizes  Christmas cake and other great prizes

  Sat 10Sat 10th  th  &  Sun 11&  Sun 11th th DecemberDecember

All welcome.
Newman Community Centre, 3a Boldmere Road, B73 5UY
(formerly The Carpenter’s Arms)

All profits to support The Open Door Wednesdays project 
offering a warm space and welcome to those in need in Boldmere

Saturday Evening 7pm Saturday Evening 7pm 
Sunday Morning 10am  Sunday Morning 10am  
& 12 noon& 12 noon

Donations for all stalls greatly received - 
please leave in the church porch -  
or for cakes, just bring along on  

Saturday or Sunday morning.

Friday Abstinence
At their recent meeting the Bishops of 
England and Wales passed a resolution, 
reaffirming the value of Friday absti-
nence by refraining from eating meat 
on that day. In this way we dedicate to 
God the pressing need for us all to live 
more simply. 

A recent study at Cambridge Universi-
ty  published research suggesting that 
this penitential act has a considerable 
impact on lessening carbon emissions 
by 55,000 tonnes each year. This is 
equivalent to 82,000 people taking re-
turn flights to New York from London. 

In abstaining from meat on Fridays, we 
also act in solidarity with those who 
face hunger and poverty every day, 
with the care of creation by recognising 
the environmental impact of meat pro-
duction and in memory of the death of 
Christ, by which our broken relation-
ships with each other and with God’s 
creation are healed.

November/December 2022: Parish masses This week

Sa 3 6pm
2ND SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT

Tommy Quinlisk RIP

Su 4
9am James and Anne McGrath RIP

11am Patrick Devenney & Frank Mullin RIP (D)

M 5 10am St Birinius Ints of Devlin family (Foster)

T 6 10am ST NICHOLAS For the parish

W 7 10am St Ambrose Funeral Mass of Elizabeth Barker

Th 8 10am
IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION Thomas O'Gorman RD (O'Gorman)

F 9 7pm For dcsd family/friends of Teresa Leese

Sa 10 6pm
3RD SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT

Ints Marie Breen (Kenny)

Su 11
9am Anna and Joseph Pham RIP (Nguyen)

11am For the parish

Penance/Reconciliation: Friday 7.30pm, Saturday 5pm
Anointing of the Sick: Usually on last Friday of month at 11am 
Please pray for parishioners who are sick including Lesley Devlin; 
Jean Lawlor; Stephen Burke; Brenda Davies; Lyn Hunt; Joan James; Joanne 
McShane. Please pray for David McIlree whose funeral Mass is here at 
11am on 12 Dec and Elizabeth Barker whose funeral Mass is here at 10am 
on 7 December, and for Kay Cooper, Frank Kemp , Ann Jordan, JOhn 
O’Sullivan, Calre Banks, Anthony McCorry, Joan Morris and all whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
may they rest in peace.  
RESOURCES FOR PRAYER FOR ADVENT. 
1. Parish prayer on Zoom (links on parish website homepage)  

Morning Prayer:  Zoom meeting Monday to Saturday at 8.30am; 
Lectio Sunday at 4pm; Rosary Mon at 7pm.

2. Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com
3. Sunday’s Scripture readings: food for prayer during the week.
4. As a new year begins we move into Year A, and most of Sunday readings 

are read from the Gospel of Matthew. Why not (re-)read Matthew’s 
Gospel during Advent

5. Amy-Jill Levine’s Light of the World - A Beginner’s Guide to Advent explores 
the infancy narratives ofthe Gospels.

6. Taylor Mayfield’s Unto us a child is born looks at Isaiah, Advent and our 
Jewish neighbours.

Getting more out of Mass
1. Why I need to be at Mass
Call to mind three things that during Mass you 
want to speak with God about

• One thing you are thankful for

• One things you are sorry about

• One thing you want to ask God’s help with

2. What will I take from Mass?
After Holy Communion look again at the readings 
of the Day. What has struck you? What word, phrase 
or sentence will you take away with you as food for 
your journey? You might commit it to memory - or 
feel free to take this newsletter with you. And return 
to the word, phrase or sentence when you next 
come to God in your private prayer. Speak with him 
about why it matters to you.

Good things for every one to do - but these things 
can help us even more when shared within a 
family or with a friend.

Advent and Christmas Services
Advent Penitential Service: Tues 20th Dec,  7pm
Christmas Eve
• 3pm Mass prepared particularly for families 

with children in KS1 (who are invited to come in 
Nativity costume to take place in Gospel story)

• 6pm Mass prepared particularly for families 
with children in KS2 (who are invited to come in 
Nativity costume to take place in Gospel story)

• 9pm Mass in the Night

Christmas Day: Mass at 9am and 11am

Mon 26th Dec: St Stephen - 10am

Tues  27th Dec: St John - 10am

Weds 28th Dec: Holy Innocents  - 10am

Fri 30th Dec: Holy Family  - 10am

Sat  31st Dec: Holy Mary, Mother of God - 6pm 

Sun 1st Jan: Holy Mary, Mother of God -  9  & 11am

Sunday Friends: Last Sunday saw a very 
successful meeting of the new Sunday Friends 
group for people with special needs/ learning disa-
bilities and/or autism and their families.

The next meeting is on Sunday 8th January from 
2-4pm, and will be held in the Newman Commu-
nity Centre. 



and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan 
they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number 
of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he 
said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to 
fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are 
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not 
presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our 
father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for 
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid 
to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to 
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on 
the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the 
one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and 
I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather 
his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in 
a fire that will never go out.’

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Priest: We pray to the Lord.
All:   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
          your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory 

NB  A collection is taken for the Bethany Food Bank  today.  NB  A collection is taken for the Bethany Food Bank  today.  
The next collection will be on Dec 18thThe next collection will be on Dec 18th

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh. 
come then and harken, for he brings 
glad tidings from the King of kings!

Then cleansed be every Christian breath: 
And furnished for so great a guest! 
Yes let us each our heart prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there.

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward. 
Without thy grace our souls must fade, 
and wither like a flower decayed.

All praise, eternal Son to thee 
whose advent sets thy people free, 
whom, with the Father we adore, 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus 

Mystery of faith

The Communion Rite
The Lord’s Prayer
Communion thanksgiving

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.
Christ be our light!  Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness.  Christ, be our light!  Shine 
in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice.

Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

The Introductory Rites 
Word of justice, Alleluia, 
Come to dwell here, Maranatha!

Word of mercy, Alleluia, 
Live among us. Maranatha!

Word of power, Alleluia, 
Live within us. Maranatha!

Word of freedom, Alleluia, 
Save your people. Maranatha!

Word of healing, Alleluia, 
Heal our sorrow. Maranatha!

Word of comfort, Alleluia, 
Bring us hope now. Maranatha!

Word of gladness, Alleluia, 
Fill our hearts now. Maranatha!

Penitential Act

The Liturgy of the Word 
Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,  
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances,
he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless,
his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb,
the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion feed together, with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 
peoples. It will be sought out by the nations and its 
home will be glorious.

Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,12-13,17

O God, give your judgement to the king,
    to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
    and your poor in right judgement.

In his days justice shall flourish
    and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
    from the Great River to earth’s bounds.

For he shall save the poor when they cry
    and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
    and save the lives of the poor.

May his name be blessed for ever
    and endure like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blessed in him,
    all nations bless his name.

Romans 15:4-9
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures 
was meant to teach us something about hope from the 
examples scripture gives of how people who did not 
give up were helped by God. And may he who helps 
us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be toler-
ant with each other, following the example of Christ 
Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may give 
glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat 
each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated 
you. The reason Christ became the servant of circum-
cised Jews was not only so that God could faithfully 
carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it was 
also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mer-
cy, as scripture says in one place: For this I shall praise 
you among the pagans and sing to your name.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare a way for the Lord, make his 
paths straight, and all humankind shall see the salva-
tion of God. Alleluia!

Matthew 3:1-12
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached 
in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his mes-
sage: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at 
hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke 
of when he said: ‘A voice cries in the wilderness:  
“Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.”’

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair 
with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea 
and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, 

Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966,  1967 and 1968 by Darton, Long-
man & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission 
of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights 
reserved.  Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Ho‑ly Lord God of hosts.
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Heav‑en and earth 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of your glo‑ry.
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Ho‑san‑na  in 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is  he
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who comes in the name of the Lord.
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Ho‑san‑na  in the high‑est.
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Resources to help support your prayer 
and your family’s prayer during Advent 
and Christmas are on the homepage of the 
parish website

• Prayer and your Advent Wreath;  
• Blessing your Christmas Tree;  
• Blessing your family Crib;  
• A table grace for Christmas Day


