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Please take this newsletter home with you. Returning to the Sunday Scriptures in prayer 
during the week is a great way to deepen the nourishment we receive from Mass.

Open Door Wednesdays
It is hoped that we will continue this parish pro-
ject in the New Year opening on Weds 11th Jan..

We have a good number of volunteers to help 
with the catering side of things, but could do 
with another 6 or so to help with the staffing. 
That way we can call on volunteers to do a slot 
just twice a month. Our time slots are from 10.30 
to 12noon; 12noon to 2pm and 2pm -4.30pm.

If you - or friends and neighbours -  are able to 
help please email Fr Allen confirming the times 
and Wednesdays that you would be available 
between 11th January and 29th March. Email is  
stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk

Please offer as many time slots as you can. You won’t 
be put down for more than once a week - or less often, if 
that suits - but it really helps when preparing the rota.

God of glory and compassion, at your touch the 
wilderness blossoms, broken lives are made 
whole, and fearful hearts grow strong in faith. 

Open our eyes to your presence and awaken our 
hearts to sing your praise. To all who long for your 
Son’s return grant perseverance and patience, that 
we may announce in word and deed the good news 
of the kingdom.

 Refreshments   Refreshments  
            Irish Coffees, Cakes, PancakesIrish Coffees, Cakes, Pancakes

  StallsStalls  
    Tombola, Toys, China, Books, DVDSTombola, Toys, China, Books, DVDS

 Raffles  Raffles 
  Christmas cake and other great prizes  Christmas cake and other great prizes

  Sat 10Sat 10th  th  &  Sun 11&  Sun 11th th DecemberDecember

All welcome.
Newman Community Centre, 3a Boldmere Road, B73 5UY
(formerly The Carpenter’s Arms)

All profits to support The Open Door Wednesdays project 
offering a warm space and welcome to those in need in Boldmere

Saturday Evening 7pm Saturday Evening 7pm 
Sunday Morning 10am  Sunday Morning 10am  
& 12 noon& 12 noon

December 2022: Parish masses This week

Sa 10 6pm
3RD SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT

Ints Marie Breen (Kenny)

Su 11
9am Anna and Joseph Pham RIP (Nguyen)

11am For the parish

M 12 10am Irene O'Gorman RD (O'Gorman)

T 13 10am St Lucy Pat Bligh RIP (Burke)

W 14 10am St John of the Cross Francis O'Meara RIP (Burke)

Th 15 10am

F 16 7pm Betty Hughes RIP (Leese)

Sa 17 6pm
4TH SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT

Thomas Quinlisk RIP

Su 18
9am For the parish

11am William Hempenstall RIP (H)

Penance/Reconciliation: Friday 7.30pm, Saturday 5pm
Anointing of the Sick: Usually on last Friday of month at 11am 
Please pray for parishioners who are sick including Stephen Burke; 
Brenda Davies; Lesley Devlin; Lyn Hunt; Joan James; Jean Lawlor ; Joanne 
McShane and Tersa Monteiro. Please pray for David McIlree whose funeral 
Mass is here at 11am on 12 Dec and for Clare Banks, Anthony McCorry, 
Joan Morris, Tom Hempenstall and all whose anniversaries occur at this 
time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.  
RESOURCES FOR PRAYER FOR ADVENT. 
1. Parish prayer on Zoom (links on parish website homepage)  

Morning Prayer:  Zoom meeting Monday to Saturday at 8.30am; 
Lectio Sunday at 4pm; Rosary Mon at 7pm.

2. Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com
3. Sunday’s Scripture readings: food for prayer during the week.
4. As a new year begins we move into Year A, and most of Sunday readings 

are read from the Gospel of Matthew. Why not (re-)read Matthew’s 
Gospel during Advent

5. Amy-Jill Levine’s Light of the World - A Beginner’s Guide to Advent explores 
the infancy narratives ofthe Gospels.

6. Taylor Mayfield’s Unto us a child is born looks at Isaiah, Advent and our 
Jewish neighbours.

Church  
services:  
Advent  
& Christmas
Advent  
Penitential  
Service:

Tues 20th  
December,  7pm

Christmas Eve
• 3 and 6pm Masses  are prepared for 

families with children in KS1 and KS2 
(who are invited to come in Nativity 
costume to take place in Gospel story)

• 9pm Mass in the Night

Christmas Day: Mass at 9am and 11am

Mon 26th Dec: St Stephen - 10am

Tues  27th Dec: St John - 10am

Weds 28th December:  
Holy Innocents  - 10am

Fri 30th December:  
Holy Family  - 10am

Sat  31st December:  
Holy Mary, Mother of God - 6pm 

Sun 1st January:  
Holy Mary, Mother of God -  9  & 11am

Preparing for Confirmation 
The prayer below is prayed to confer the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  Those preparing for the Sacrament, and 
those supporting them might pray this prayer in the 
weeks and months leading up to the celebration itself 
(but changing the pronouns as necessary! )

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who brought these your servants  
to new birth by water and the Holy Spirit,  
freeing them from sin:  
send upon them, O Lord, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete; 
give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and fortitude,  
the spirit of knowledge and piety;  
fill them with the spirit of the fear of the Lord.  
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen

The prayer names various gifts of the Spirit. Over these 
coming weeks, we explore the nature of these gifts. 

We continue with ‘understanding’. The prayer links it with wisdom and St Paul uses the word to especially 
describe our wisdom, appreciation, of God - of how God truly is. Famously St John tells us God is love. So if 
we seek after understanding of God, what we might best focus on trying to appreciate the love of God, re-
vealed to us in Jesus himself and in how he lived his life. 

With Christmas holidays coming up, those preparing for confirmation might like to spend some time re-
freshing their minds about where Jesus shows us about the love of God - perhaps in his parables, perhaps in 
how he related to people, perhaps in the events of his Birth, Death and Resurrection. A prize is available for 
the best entry - poster, poem, essay - handed to Fr Allen at Sunday Mass on 7th/8th January.

Volunteer at Lourdes 2023
Volunteer your skills to look after our Accueil (as-
sisted) pilgrims on next year’s Diocesan Pilgrim-
age (27 May to 2 June). 

Details of the pilgrimage and applications to join 
the Lourdes Nursing and Medical Team or the 
Handmaids and Brancardiers for the 2023 Dioce-
san Pilgrimage can be made at bit.ly/3iQlykC

Friday Abstinence
At their recent meeting the Bishops of England 
and Wales passed a resolution, reaffirming the val-
ue of Friday abstinence by refraining from eating 
meat on that day. In this way we dedicate to God 
the pressing need for us all to live more simply. 

A recent  study at Cambridge University  pub-
lished research suggesting that this penitential 
act has a considerable impact on lessening car-
bon emissions by 55,000 tonnes each year. This 
is equivalent to 82,000 people taking return 
flights to New York from London. 

In abstaining from meat on Fridays, we also act 
in solidarity with those who face hunger and 
poverty every day, with the care of creation by 
recognising the environmental impact of meat 
production and in memory of the death of 
Christ, by which our broken relationships with 
each other and with God’s creation are healed.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Priest: We pray to the Lord.
All:   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
          your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory 

NB  A collection is taken for the Bethany Food Bank  today.  NB  A collection is taken for the Bethany Food Bank  today.  
The next collection will be on Dec 18thThe next collection will be on Dec 18th

Take my hands and make them as your own,
and use them for your kingdom here on earth,
consecrate them to your care,
anoint them for your service where,
you may need your Gospel to be sown.

Take my hands they speak now for my heart,
and by their actions they will show their love,
guard them on their daily course,
be their strength and guiding force,
to ever serve the Trinity above.

Take my hands I give them to you Lord,
prepare them for the service of your name,
open them to human need,
and by their love they’ll sow your seed,
so all may know the love and hope you give.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus 

Mystery of faith

The Communion Rite
The Lord’s Prayer
Communion thanksgiving

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, 
 in the Lord I will rejoice!
Look to him, do not be afraid, in him rejoicing:  
the Lord is near;
in him rejoicing: the Lord is near.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

The Introductory Rites 
Word of justice, Alleluia, 
Come to dwell here, Maranatha!

Word of mercy, Alleluia, 
Live among us. Maranatha!

Word of power, Alleluia, 
Live within us. Maranatha!

Word of freedom, Alleluia, 
Save your people. Maranatha!

Word of healing, Alleluia, 
Heal our sorrow. Maranatha!

Word of comfort, Alleluia, 
Bring us hope now. Maranatha!

Word of gladness, Alleluia, 
Fill our hearts now. Maranatha!

Penitential Act

The Liturgy of the Word 
Isaiah 35:1-6,10

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord,
the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look, your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God;
he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy on their faces;
joy and gladness will go with them
and sorrow and lament be ended.

Psalm 145(146):6-10

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
    who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
    the Lord, who sets prisoners free,

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
    who raises up those who are bowed down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger
    and upholds the widow and orphan.

It is the Lord who loves the just
    but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,
    Zion’s God, from age to age.

James 5:7-10
Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of 
a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit 
of the ground until it has had the autumn rains and 
the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not 
lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. 
Do not make complaints against one another, broth-
ers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; 
the Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates. For 
your example, brothers, in submitting with patience, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! The spirit of the Lord has been given 
to me. He has sent me to bring the good news to the 
poor. Alleluia!

Matthew 11:2-11
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and 
he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is 
to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and 
see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to 
life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and 
happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to 
the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? 
Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine 
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be 
found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To 
see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a 
prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says:

‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way before you.

‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of wom-
en, a greater than John the Baptist has never been 
seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he is.’

Homily

Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966,  1967 and 1968 by Darton, Long-
man & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission 
of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights 
reserved.  Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Ho‑ly Lord God of hosts.
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Heav‑en and earth  are
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&
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full of your glo‑ry.
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Ho‑san‑na  in the high‑est.
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œ

Bless‑ed is  he
œ œ œœ

& œ

who comes in the name of the Lord.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ

Ho‑san‑na  in the high‑est.
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Resources to help support your prayer 
and your family’s prayer during Advent 
and Christmas are on the homepage of the 
parish website

• Blessing your Christmas Tree;  
• Blessing your family Crib;  
• A table grace for Christmas Day

Make Art, Keep Calm & Carry On
The parish art group meets on the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month from 11am to 1.30pm in the Bene-
dict Room - after the Morning Mass and Parish Teas. 
All are welcome - beginners to Old Masters! Wheth-
er you like painting, drawing, or colouring -in, or 
are just interested in having a go. And no charge. 
Just bring you own materials - though we will have 
some resources for people to use free of charge too.

If you know people who are isolated and needing 
reason to leave the house, do encourage them to 
come along - they will be made very welcome. 

A new parish group: The Sunday Friends 
group is a group for people with special needs/ learn-
ing disabilities and/or autism and their families.

The next meeting is on Sunday 8th January from 
2-4pm, and will be held in the Newman Communi-
ty Centre. 

Receiving the love and mercy of God
Advent Penitential services are being celebrated in 
our local parishes hub at Holy Cross and St Francis 
on Monday 19th Dec and here at St Nicholas, on 
Tuesday 20th Dec – both at 7pm.

Parents whose children are currently preparing 
for Confirmation are strongly encouraged to bring 
their children to one of these services as part of their 
preparation for that Sacrament.


