
RosaRy &  
Benediction

Praying for Vocations  
in the church

Mondays at 3pm. 
St Nicholas Catholic Church, 243 Jockey Road, B73 5AA

This Monday we pray  

especially for those working  

in social services

Masses   Third Week of Easter
Sa 29 1800 3rd Sunday  

of Easter 
Psalter Wk 3

Tony Lawlor RD

Su 30 0900
1100

Sheila Williams RIP
Tony Lawlor RD (Bending)

M 1 0900 Tony Lawlor RIP (Leese)

T 2 1000 St Athanasius Betty Lordan RD (Sterling)

W 3 1000
1900 Ss Philip and James 10am Funeral Mass of Betty Lordan

Betty Lordan RD (Wilkinson)

Th 4
F 5 1900 Tony Lawlor RD (Sterling)

S 6 1800 4th Sunday  
of Easter 
Psalter Wk 4

Tony Lawlor RD (Macerola)

Su 7 0900
1100

Joseph Drozd RIP - 25th Anniv (Drozd)
Tony Lawlor RD (Mooney)

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Vespers 2nd & 4th Suns, 6-7pm
Rosary and Benediction Mondays at 3pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement

Nourishing prayer at home: livingeucharist.wordpress.com/
Please pray for sick parishioners including Sara Gallagher, Ray Finn, Viv Everitt, 
Diane Jukes, David Freeman, Margaret Knowles, Brenda Davies; Leah Burke, Tess 
Carnero, Joan James, Sarah Johnston, Bridie Moffatt, Bernie Morton, Danuta Evans, 
Michael McDermott - and also for Fr Gabriel Maguire, our Dean, who is not well. 
Please pray for all who have died, including Betty Lordan, whose body will be 
received into church at 7pm on Tues 2nd May and whose funeral Mass is here at 
10am on Weds 3rd May, and Edna Rice, Tony Hands, Patrick Hudson, Vera Siviter, 
John Millman, Mary Burgess, Pauline, Handscome and all whose anniversaries 
are at this time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.  
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.

St Nicholas Catholic Church, Boldmere
Address: 243 Jockey Rd., Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5US
Telephone: 0121 354 1763   Email: stnicholasrc@btinternet.com
Website: www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk
Parish Blog: www.stnicholasboldmere.wordpress.com

Parish Priest: Fr Allen Morris  E-mail: frallenmorris@gmail.com
Parish Safeguarding contact: Mrs Ann Foulds (0121 355 7892) 
Our Parish is part of the Archdiocese of  Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216

Taizé in Birmingham 
 Fri 28th April  
– Mon 1st May
Taizé Birmingham is  
underway. There are  
a number of events still to come, if you 
would like to take part. All are welcome.

Prayer 
Sun 7.30pm at St. Martin in the 

Bullring (w. Dr. Rowan Williams)
Mon 10.30am at St. Chad’s Cathedral 

Social with guests staying in 
Boldmere.  Saturday night,  
9pm-11pm at St Michael’s 
church hall, Boldmere Rd.

Acts 2:14,22-33
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven 
and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘Men of Israel, 
listen to what I am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was 
a man commended to you by God by the miracles and 
portents and signs that God worked through him when 
he was among you, as you all know. This man, who was 
put into your power by the deliberate intention and 
foreknowledge of God, you took and had crucified by 
men outside the Law. You killed him, but God raised 
him to life, freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for it 
was impossible for him to be held in its power since, as 
David says of him: ‘I saw the Lord before me always, for 
with him at my right hand nothing can shake me. So my 
heart was glad and my tongue cried out with joy; my body, 
too, will rest in the hope that you will not abandon my soul 
to Hades nor allow your holy one to experience corruption. 
You have made known the way of life to me, you will fill me 
with gladness through your presence.’
‘Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David 
himself is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us. But 
since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn 
him an oath to make one of his descendants succeed 
him on the throne, what he foresaw and spoke about 
was the resurrection of the Christ: he is the one who 
was not abandoned to Hades, and whose body did not 
experience corruption. God raised this man Jesus to 
life, and all of us are witnesses to that. Now raised to the 
heights by God’s right hand, he has received from the 
Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and what 
you see and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’

Psalm 15:1-2,5,7-11
Show us, Lord, the path of life.
Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. I say to the 
Lord: ‘You are my God. O Lord, it is you who are my 
portion and cup; it is you yourself who are my prize.’
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even 
at night directs my heart. I keep the Lord ever in my 
sight: since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm.
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; even my body 
shall rest in safety. For you will not leave my soul among 
the dead, nor let your beloved know decay.
You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in 
your presence, at your right hand happiness for ever.

1 Peter 1:17-21
If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has 
no favourites and judges everyone according to what 
he has done, you must be scrupulously careful as long 
as you are living away from your home. Remember, 
the ransom that was paid to free you from the useless 
way of life your ancestors handed down was not paid 
in anything corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but 
in the precious blood of a lamb without spot or stain, 
namely Christ; who, though known since before the 
world was made, has been revealed only in our time, 
the end of the ages, for your sake. Through him you 
now have faith in God, who raised him from the dead 
and gave him glory for that very reason – so that you 
would have faith and hope in God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Lord Jesus, explain the Scriptures to us. 
Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. Alleluia!

Luke 24:13-35
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a 
village called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, 
and they were talking together about all that had 
happened. Now as they talked this over, Jesus himself 
came up and walked by their side; but something 
prevented them from recognising him. He said to 
them, ‘What matters are you discussing as you walk 
along?’ They stopped short, their faces downcast.
Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You 
must be the only person staying in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have been happening 
there these last few days.’ ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All 
about Jesus of Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved 
he was a great prophet by the things he said and did 
in the sight of God and of the whole people; and how 
our chief priests and our leaders handed him over to 
be sentenced to death, and had him crucified. Our 
own hope had been that he would be the one to set 
Israel free. And this is not all: two whole days have 
gone by since it all happened; and some women from 
our group have astounded us: they went to the tomb 
in the early morning, and when they did not find 
the body, they came back to tell us they had seen a 
vision of angels who declared he was alive. Some of 
our friends went to the tomb and found everything 
exactly as the women had reported, but of him they 
saw nothing.’
Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe 
the full message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that 
the Christ should suffer and so enter into his glory?’ Then, 
starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, he 
explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures 
that were about himself.
When they drew near to the village to which they 
were going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed 
him to stay with them. ‘It is nearly evening’ they said 
‘and the day is almost over.’ So he went in to stay with 
them. Now while he was with them at table, he took 
the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and 
handed it to them. And their eyes were opened and 
they recognised him; but he had vanished from their 
sight. Then they said to each other, ‘Did not our 
hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road 
and explained the scriptures to us?’
They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There 
they found the Eleven assembled together with their 
companions, who said to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord 
has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ Then they told their 
story of what had happened on the road and how they 
had recognised him at the breaking of bread.

The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 and 
1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail 
(England).  All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the 4th Sunday of Easter.  The readings are Acts of the 
Apostles 2:14a, 36-41 / Psalm 23: 13a, 3b4, 5, 6 / 1 Peter 2:20b-25 / John 10:1-10

We are invited to extend the ministry of 
Christ among us to our neighbours in 
their need. Sometimes this can sound 
complicated and feel challenging. But 
mostly we are simply asked to offer a 
place where people can receive the peace 
that Christ offers. Our job, much of the 
time, is to not get in the way! 
Following a number of conversations 
over the past months it seems there are 
two local needs that we might respond 

to as a parish: offering  more support  to the sick and those who care for them; 
and a meeting place for the bereaved and grieving. Would you like to help?
One way to offer support to the sick and those who care for them is a 
monthly gathering for prayer and social time. The plan is to have a simple 
service at 11am on First Fridays (Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
with prayer for the sick and for carers, and the offer of the Sacrament of  
the Anointing of the Sick) followed by tea and sandwiches. If you would 
like to offer help to those who cannot get to the service under their own 
steam, or with refreshments, please see Fr Allen as soon as possible. The 
first service will be on Friday 2nd June.

It is planned to offer a similar group to the bereaved or grieving. A group 
that is not about counselling or providing therapy - but  simply to offer a 
safe place for people to come to be with others, who are not going to be 
embarrassed as they struggle with the pain of loss, or celebrate what has 
given them joy and for which they are grateful.  If you would be interested 
in learning more about what such a group might do and how you could 
contribute to it, please come to a meeting  in the Benedict Room at 2pm 
on Monday 22nd May. 

Places for peace, respite and taking new heart



Tea and Coffee after Mass  
in Carpenter’s 
Arms (access 
from right side 
of church), after 
9 and 11am 
Masses.

Bethany Food Bank  
In March you helped
• 215 people helped by the voucher 

system (203)
• Food was provided in bulk to :

• 100 needy people in 
Handsworth (105)

• 160 needy people in the 
Lyndhurst (120)

• 2 need people helped by the 
police (8)

• 75 people helped by Heart for 
Homeless - 75 (90)

• 30 people helped by the YMCA 
- 30 (35)

• 65 people helped by the Jesus 
Fellowship 

• 50 people helped by Beauty 
Behind Gospel 

• In March you helped over 697 
people. (560)

NB Numbers in brackets are for last month.

Next collection  
is the weekend of  
6th and 7th May. 

All dry foods 
welcome.

Please pray for the children of 
our parish, and others who 
attend St Nicholas School, 
who are preparing to 
• receive Holy Communion 

for the first time during 
the 11am Mass on 14th 
May and at all Masses on 20th and 21st May

• receive the Sacrament of Confirmation at Mass on 
Tuesday 16th May at 7pm.

School Sign-In
Schools in the  St. John Paul II Multi-academy, including 
St Nicholas and Bishop Walsh schools, give priority to 
applications from practicing Catholic families. They in-
vite families to submit a letter of recommendation from 
their parish priest to evidence their Catholic practice.
To ensure that there is some objective record to support such letters, those who will  
apply to these schools are invited to ‘sign-in’ on occasional Sundays during the 2 
years before they submit their application for Primary or Secondary School.
• At present those who will apply for admission up to 2019 are invited to sign-in.
• If signing in to support applications for Secondary School, both a parent and the child 

concerned should sign in
• ‘Sign-In Sundays’ are always announced at the end of Mass. 
• Signing in books for those already registered are available in the McEvilly Room.  (If signing 

in for the first time please use one of forms provided, but DO NOT put them in the book, but 
in the basket provided.)

• For more information regrading admission please check the schools’ websites.
• If particular circumstances mean a family is not at Mass at St Nicholas weekly they are in-

vited to make an appointment to meet with Fr Allen at the earliest opportunity so that the 
circumstances can be discussed and understood.

The Bishop Walsh 
Award Scheme

is open to all Catholic pupils going 
into Year 7 in September, whether  
or not they are or are going to be in 
Catholic schools after September.

Those who enrol in the scheme 
volunteer to two hours of parish service 
each month for a year (if the service is at 
Mass the total service time per month 
will need to include some non-Mass 
time volunteering. At the end of the 
year those on the scheme write a short 
reflection on their experience , and 
become eligible for the certificate of 
achievement. There will be two social 
events for volunteers during the year.

Application forms for 
the scheme are being 
circulated to children 
in Year 6 at St Nicholas, 
and are also available 
in the porch. 

All Year 6 children are 
welcome.

In Lent/Easter we use the Church’s 
Baptismal Creed, the Apostles Creed, 

at Sunday Mass - Laudate p205.

Parish 
Tea and Coffee after 9 am and 11an 
Mass on Sunday morning resumes next 
Sunday.  Would you be willing to volunteer 
to be ‘trained’ to open up the Carpenter’s 
Arms as they are letting us open up/lock 
up. It would be good to have a rota of four 
or more people willing to do this. It would 
mean one person opening up before the 
end of 9am Mass and another locking up 
at 1pm after the 11am Mass. If you can 
help please let Fr Allen know. 
Welcoming Team and Ministers of Holy 
Communion. New Rotas available on web 
and on shelf outside the repository. The 
rotas for ministers are also now all posted on 
the two notice boards inside the Church - the 
rotas for Welcomers, for the Offertory  and 
for Church cleaners are on the left hand side 
as you enter the church, and the rotas for 
Readers and Ministers of Holy Communion 
are on the right. They are also all available on 
the website: http://www.stnicholasboldmere.
co.uk/service-to-the-liturgy.html 
Travelling Solo The next lunch is after 
the 11am Mass on 7th May. All who ‘travel 
alone’ - single, the divorced or separated, 
widows and widowers - are welcome.
Rosary and Benediction. Each Monday 
from 3-4pm - praying for parishioners 
and for faithfulness in responding to our 
various vocations. 
An Ecumenical Pentecost service  
4th June, 6.30pm at Chester Road Baptist 
Church. Often attendance at these joint 
services is difficult for us because they 
clash with our Sunday morning services. 
This one doesn’t!
Parish Scripture Study Group; Next 
meeting: Weds 17 May at 7.30pm. NB 
Change of Date!!! ‘Homework’ for the 
meeting is to read Chapters 1-15 of the Acts 
of the Apostles. All are welcome - especially 
Parish ministers of the word (Catechists, 
readers, etc). The group will help us deepen 
our knowledge of the Scriptures.
Baptism Preparation. The next 
preparation programme begins on Sat 
3 June from 11-12noon, in the Benedict 

Room. Parents should see Fr Allen before 
hand and complete an application form.
The Missio red boxes are due for 
emptying. Please leave your box on the 
table inside church not in the foyer and 
we will empty then and they will be left 
for you to collect next week. If you have 
any problems doing this please call or 
text Diane O’Hehir on 07969 733155.
Tony Lawlor. Tony’s family would like to 
thank every one who came to his funeral, 
and overwhelmed them with love, kind, 
words, cards and support at this really 
difficult time. Thanks also to the choir 
and Fr Allen. Donations have been made 
to the Chemotherapy unit at Good Hope 
and to Bowel Cancer Research. Mass will 
be said for your intentions

Diocese
Birmingham’s Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham 13 May. Details in porch .
CAFOD School Volunteers needed! 
Could you talk about the work of CAFOD 
in our school, other local Catholic primary 
and secondary schools and parish youth 
groups? CAFOD Birmingham are looking 
for volunteers in our area to give a 
short talk or presentation to children 
and young people to help them learn 
about the world and to inspire them to 
take action on poverty with CAFOD. 
Full training and resources supplied. 
For further information please contact 
CAFOD Birmingham on 01922 722944 or 
email birmingham@cafod.org.uk. 

Other
Marian Procession St Mary’s College, 
Oscott Saturday 13th May. 100th 
Anniversary of Fatima - a torchlight 
procession around the college grounds 
in honour of Our Lady. Procession begins 
at 8.00 pm in the Main Chapel.  
Aged 13-29?  The Bishops want to hear 
from you. Check our parish blog for 21st 
March and take part in their poll!
Poland 2017 Fri 25 Aug - Sun 3 Sept: 
A great opportunity for  16-30 year olds 
to experience faith, new cultures, sight 
seeing and prayer opportunities with 
young people from Poland and Israel. 
The group will stay in Mogilno, Poland 
and explore the theme of vocation. This 
opportunity is funded by the Erasmus 

28th September. 
Day outing to 

Liverpool by coach 
Includes visit to  the 
city’s two cathedrals. 
£22.50 inc. of coach. 

Full details and 
application form are 

available in the porch. 
An event organised for Churches Together in Boldmere

Celebrating First Communion and Confirmation

All are welcome to these celebrations.

In Hospital 
or going into 

Hospital?
Roman Catholic Chaplains are 
appointed to all of the local hospitals. 

Patients, and relatives of patients, 
are urged to make sure that Catholic 
patients admitted to hospital are 
registered as Roman Catholic 
on admission. If they wish to be 
visited by the Catholic Chaplain, 
they should ask the ward nurse to 
arrange this. 

Data protection legislation means 
that unless this is done your details 
will not be passed to the Chaplain.

_______

If you wish to be visited by Fr Allen 
as well as the hospital chaplain then 
please let him know. It is very helpful 
if you can give details of the ward 
the patient is on.

Many people find it helpful to receive 
the Sacramant of the Anointing of 
the Sick as they prepare to go to 
hospital, especially if they are going 
for a more serious operation. If you 
would like to receive the Sacrament, 
please let Fr Allen know.

scheme, so will incur very minimal 
costs to participants. Only 20 places 
are available so please act soon to avoid 
disappointment. Deadline for applications 
26th May. For an application form please 
email Christopher.pell@bcys.co.uk. 
Race Night Bishop Walsh School on 
Friday May 5th at 7pm. Entrance is £8 
which includes fish and chips. All money 
goes towards Lourdes Pilgrimage Fund.

Pilgrimage to ASSISI for  
the Feast of St Francis
Led by Fr Allen Morris
Tues 3rd - Fri 6th Oct 2017
Full details and application 
forms are available in the 
porch and on the website.

Parish Meeting Update
Just before Holy Week there was a parish open 
meeting to consider three practical matters:
• Management of the car park to ensure that 

it is always available first for those here for 
parish activities.

• Looking at a new lighting design for the 
church, and preparing for the rewiring of 
the church.

• Upgrading the facilities in the Benedict Room and McEvilly room so that they 
can be more regularly used by the parish and the wider community.

Thank you to those who came to the meeting, and for their contributions.
One of the things we spend a good deal of time discussing was the parish car 
park. It was helpful to be able to clarify that the intention is not to ‘monetise’ 
the car park - ie charge people for parking - but to help us be able to ensure 
it is available for those attending the church for weddings/funerals and other 
core parish events, in addition to sharing our car park with St Nicholas school to 
help meet their needs. The law is such that the only way to enforce regulation 
of parking is to have a formal permit/permitted parking scheme. If people do 
not follow the regulations they leave themselves liable to a fine. Hopefully being 
liable to a fine will deter unauthorised parking, and free up the car park for the 
benefit of those coming to church. 
Conversations with the Archdiocese on all these matters are underway. 
• The current plan is to have the building/electrical work lined up ready to 

begin from July 2018. 
• A first design for the refashioning of the Benedict Room is displayed in the 

porch. 
• The practicalities of the car park scheme will continue to be discussed and 

reflected on.


