
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he 
will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 
and we shall come to him.’ Alleluia!

John 14:15-21
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If you love me you will keep my commandments.
I shall ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate
to be with you for ever,
that Spirit of truth
whom the world can never receive
since it neither sees nor knows him;
but you know him,
because he is with you, he is in you.

I will not leave you orphans;
I will come back to you.
In a short time the world will no longer see me;
but you will see me,
because I live and you will live.
On that day you will understand that I am in my 
Father
and you in me and I in you.

Anybody who receives my commandments and 
keeps them
will be one who loves me;
and anybody who loves me will be loved by my 
Father,
and I shall love him and show myself to him.’

RosaRy &  
Benediction

Praying for Vocations  
in the church

Mondays at 3pm. 
St Nicholas Catholic Church, 243 Jockey Road, B73 5AA

This Monday we pray  

especially for those  

who are bereaved

Masses   Sixth Week of Easter
Sa 20 1800 6th Sunday  

of Easter 
Psalter Wk 2

Pauline Handscomb RIP Anniv (Robotham)

Su 21 0900
1100

Betty Lordan RD (Brennan)
Michael Ward RIP Anniv (Ward)

M 22 1000 Tony Lawlor RD (Brennan)

T 23 1000 Tony Lawlor RIP (Rudge)

W 24 1900 Fr Gabreil Maguire - health (Wilkinson)

Th 25
F 26 1900 St Philip Neri Tim and Brenda Davies - health

S 27 1800
Ascension Sunday
Psalter Wk 3

Richard Burke RIP Anniv. (Burke)

Su 28 0900
1100

For the parish
Peace in Syria

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Vespers 2nd & 4th Suns, 6-7pm
Rosary and Benediction Mondays at 3pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement

Nourishing prayer at home: livingeucharist.wordpress.com/
Please pray for sick parishioners including Ray Finn,  Diane Jukes, David 
Freeman, Tim and Brenda Davies; Leah Burke, Tess Carnero, Joan James, 
Sarah Johnston, Bridie Moffatt, Bernie Morton, Danuta Evans, Michael 
McDermott - and also for Fr Gabriel Maguire, our Dean, who is not well. 
Please pray for all who have died, including Margaret Knowles (Lesley 
Devlin’s mother), who died this week Percy Bartrop, Eileen Hill, George Eaton, 
Leslie Stuchbury and Zachaariah Rutherford and all whose anniversaries are 
at this time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.  
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.
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Address: 243 Jockey Rd., Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5US
Telephone: 0121 354 1763   Email: stnicholasrc@btinternet.com
Website: www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk
Parish Blog: www.stnicholasboldmere.wordpress.com

Parish Priest: Fr Allen Morris  E-mail: frallenmorris@gmail.com
Parish Safeguarding: Ann Foulds (0121 355 7892) and Mary Rose (0121 354 4730) 
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Acts 8:5-8,14-17
Philip went to a Samaritan town and 
proclaimed the Christ to them. The 
people united in welcoming the message 
Philip preached, either because they 
had heard of the miracles he worked or 
because they saw them for themselves. 
There were, for example, unclean spirits 
that came shrieking out of many who 
were possessed, and several paralytics 
and cripples were cured. As a result 
there was great rejoicing in that town.
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard 
that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them, 
and they went down there, and prayed 
for the Samaritans to receive the Holy 
Spirit, for as yet he had not come down 
on any of them: they had only been 
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they 
laid hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit.

Psalm 65:1-7,16,20
Cry out with joy to God, all the earth.
Cry out with joy to God all the earth,
    O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise.
    Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds!
‘Before you all the earth shall bow;
    shall sing to you, sing to your name!’
Come and see the works of God,
    tremendous his deeds among men.
He turned the sea into dry land,
    they passed through the river dry-shod.
Let our joy then be in him;
    he rules for ever by his might.
Come and hear, all who fear God.
    I will tell what he did for my soul:
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer
    nor withhold his love from me.

1 Peter 3:15-18
Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and 
always have your answer ready for people who ask 
you the reason for the hope that you all have. But 
give it with courtesy and respect and with a clear 
conscience, so that those who slander you when 
you are living a good life in Christ may be proved 
wrong in the accusations that they bring. And if it is 
the will of God that you should suffer, it is better to 
suffer for doing right than for doing wrong.
Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had 
died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to 
God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit 
he was raised to life.

The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate. Scripture 
readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 and 1968 by Darton, 
Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is Ascension Sunday.   
The readings are Acts of the Apostles 18:23-28 / Psalm 
47:2-3, 8-9, 10 / Ephesisans 1:17-23/ Matthew 28:16-20

A new parish group to which all 
who are bereaved or grieving are 
warmly invited.
The group is not about counselling 
or therapy - but  offers a ‘safe 
place’ for people to come to be 
with others, who are not going to 
be embarrassed as they struggle 
with the pain of loss, or celebrate 
what has given them joy and for 
which they are grateful.  

If you are grieving, come along  
to the Benedict Room at 2pm  

this Monday for a cup of tea  
and to learn more... 

Take fresh heart

As we approach the General Election on 8 June, 
we offer you these considerations.
As Catholics and citizens of the UK, our lives are 
shaped by the vision inspired by our faith. Pope 
Francis says:
“An authentic faith . . . always involves a deep desire to change the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth 
somehow better than we found it. We love this magnificent planet on which God has put us, and we love the human 
family which dwells here, with all its tragedies and struggles, its hopes and aspirations, its strengths and weaknesses. 
The earth is our common home and all of us are brothers and sisters.” Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium §183
These words encourage us to approach this General Election with a positive determination to consider carefully 
all that is at stake.
An important duty of every UK citizen with the right to vote is to take part in this General Election. Please make 
sure that you are registered. Please do vote. Your vote is a matter of conscience. It is your judgement about all that 
God wants of us, both personally and as a society.

Pope Francis reminds us of key principles to guide our thinking:
“…a deep desire to change this world and leave this earth a better place 
than we found it.”
To do this we must name and face every injustice and exploitation which 
scars our society and world.
“We love this human family with all its tragedies and struggles”
The family is the basic model by which we think of humanity, for the 
family is indeed the fundamental unit of the human race and therefore to 

Continued  overleaf 

A reminder
 Sunday and Weekday Missals are on sale in the Parish 
shop. A Missal is a helpful companion to Mass. It can  

help us prepare for Mass, and to continue to reflect and 
pray with the Scriptures and prayers afterwards.

Paleo-Christian engraving, San Georgio in Velabro, Rome.



In Lent/Easter we use the Church’s 
Baptismal Creed, the Apostles Creed, 

at Sunday Mass - Laudate p205.

Parish 
Please pray for the children of our parish, and 
others who attend St Nicholas School, who are 
celebrating the sacraments of Confirmation 
and Eucharist this week and next.
Travelling Solo The next lunch is after 
the 11am Mass on 4th June, Pentecost 
Sunday. All who ‘travel alone’ - single, 
the divorced or separated, widows and 
widowers - are welcome.
Rosary and Benediction. Each Monday 
from 3-4pm - praying for parishioners and 
for faithfulness in our various vocations. 
Parish Scripture Study Group; 
Next meeting: Weds 21 June at 7.30pm. 
‘Homework’ for the meeting is to read 
Chapters 16 -28 of the Acts of the Apostles. 
All are welcome - especially Parish ministers of 
the word (Catechists, readers, etc). The group 
will help us deepen our knowledge of the 
Scriptures. The Group is growing in size - so 
we will meet in the Benedict Room
Baptism Preparation. The next 
preparation programme begins on Sat 
10 June from 11-12noon, in the Benedict 
Room. Parents should see Fr Allen before 
hand and complete an application form.
An Ecumenical Pentecost service  
4th June, 6.30pm at Chester Road Baptist 
Church. Come and build on the good 
experience of our working together to 
support Taize: Birmingham

Diocese
Diocesan Vacancies: Gift Aid/Finance 
Assistant £22,500 p.a. plus benefits; Press & 
Media Relations Officer  £27,000 to £31,000 
p.a; Head of Communications & Community 
Engagement  £34,000 to £40,000 p.a. For 
an informal discussion/job description 
for any role please contact Gerry Dryden, 
Director of Human Resources via email 
(gerry.dryden@rc-birmingham.org) or 
telephone (0121 230 6224). Closing date  
for applications 2nd June.
Father Hudson job vacancies: 2 part-
time Project Co-ordinator’s at Tabor House 
(the new night shelter in Digbeth); A 
full-time Project Manager at New Heights 
in Kingstanding. Full details at www.
fatherhudsons.org.uk
Maryvale Novena and Pilgrimage to 
the Sacred Heart. Thurs 15 – 23 June. 
• Mass, Sermon and Novena each 

evening at 8.00 pm.
• Sun 25 June 3.00pm Pilgrimage 

Afternoon with Canon David Oakley. 
Open air Mass and Procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament Heart

CAFOD School Volunteers needed! 
Could you talk about the work of CAFOD 
in local Catholic schools and parish youth 
groups? CAFOD Birmingham are looking 
for volunteers to give short presentations  
to children and young people to help 
them learn about the world and to 

inspire them to take action on poverty 
with CAFOD. Full training and resources 
supplied. birmingham@cafod.org.uk. 

Other
You Can Help Your Marriage – Do you 
feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry 
with each other? Do you argue … or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? 
Does talking about it only make it worse? 
Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult 
times in their marriages. This programme 
has helped 10s of 1000s of couples 
experiencing difficulties in their marriage. 
For confidential information about, or 
to register for, the next programme 
commencing with a residential weekend  
on 9th-11th June email info@retrouvaille.
org.uk; call or text 0788 729 6983 or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk 
Poland 2017 Fri 25 Aug - Sun 3 Sept: 
A great opportunity for  16-30 year olds 
to experience faith, new cultures, sight 
seeing and prayer opportunities with 
young people from Poland and Israel. 
The group will stay in Mogilno, Poland 
and explore the theme of vocation. This 
opportunity is funded by the Erasmus 
scheme, so will incur very minimal costs 
to participants. Deadline for applications 
26th May. For an application form please 
email Christopher.pell@bcys.co.uk. 
Friends of Footherley Summer Fete. 
Sunday 4 June, from 1230. Footherley 
Lane, Shenstone. WS14 0HG
Celebrate Birmingham is a lively faith-
filled weekend (1-2 July) for the whole 
family. Inspiring talks, children streams, 
Masses, Reconciliation, workshops. For 
more information see leaflets at the back of 
church or go to www.celebrateconference.
org  Make bookings on website.
Sponsored Midsummer Walk on 24th 
June 2017 to raise money for St Mary’s 
Hospice. Details on notice board and 
www.birminghamhospice.org.uk/
Sutton Street Pastors - the annual 
report of this valuable work on Saturday 
nights in Sutton Town Centre is available 
on our parish blog. If you would be 
interested in a taster session please email 
suttonpastors@gmail.com  or call/text 
Frank Cole on 09764090954.

Continued from page 1.

be protected and nurtured. The practical expression of this love is mercy,
and compassion, extended especially at times of illness, homelessness, 
bereavement, violence and desolation.
“The earth is our common home”
We cannot be indifferent to the struggles and disasters of people who live 
far away from us, and must strive to assist and protect them. We cannot be 
indifferent to the environmental impact of how we live and organise our 
creation of wealth and well-being.
“We are all brothers and sisters.”
Here we insist that every person has a shared dignity that should never be 
denied or ignored. We are made in God’s image and likeness, precious to 
him and each other, and this must be respected and valued.
These broad principles impact directly on many of the practical issues being 
debated at this time. Indeed, this General Election takes place at a pivotal 
moment in the life of our nations as we prepare to leave the European Union.
To a great extent the outcome of this election will determine the approach 
taken on how this is achieved, the priorities we pursue and the values we wish to 
treasure as our own in the UK and as partners with countries around the world.
It will determine how we can heal divisions in our society, care for the 
vulnerable, how our public services are run and whether we can remain a 
united kingdom.
These principles shape our thinking about the issues that are being debated 
at this time. Attached are some questions you might consider yourselves 
and raise with candidates or those who seek your support.
Leaving The European Union
There are over three million EU citizens living in the UK and about a 
million British citizens living elsewhere in the EU. They face an uncertain 
future. Where do your candidates stand on the future of EU citizens in the 
UK and reciprocal rights for UK citizens in the EU?
As our formal leaving of the EU approaches, new trade deals will be 
negotiated. It is important that in them human and workers’ rights, the 
environment, and the development of the world’s poorest countries are 
taken into account. What issues do your candidates think should be the 
top priority when forming new international partnerships?

Issues On Family And Life
In 2015 Parliament voted overwhelmingly to protect society’s most 
vulnerable people, by preventing the legalisation of assisted dying. Will 
your candidates uphold this decision? Will they support measures to 
promote the intrinsic value of life at every stage?

The family is at the heart of the health and well-being of society, above all 
the well-being of children. What policies do your candidates propose for 
the flourishing of family life?

Criminal Justice
In a civilised society prisons should be places of redemption and rehabilitation. 
Our prison system faces unprecedented levels of violence and suicide. Do your 
candidates support urgent prison reform and better resourcing?

Migration
The UK has long been a place of welcome for people from other countries. 
There needs to be a clear policy on migration, which works for the 
economy and is respectful of the unity of marriage and family life. How 
will your candidates ensure that we operate a fair migration system for 
people wanting to enter and work in the UK?

Refugees And Asylum Seekers
The UK is currently committed to resettling at least 20,000 of the most 
vulnerable Syrian refugees by 2020. Will your candidates work to ensure that 
this commitment is kept and options to expand the scheme are considered? 
Will they promote a welcoming society and stand against hate crime?

The Bishop Walsh Award Scheme
is open to all Catholic pupils going into Year 7 in September, whether  
or not they are or are going to be in Catholic schools after September.
Those who enrol in the scheme volunteer to two hours of parish service 
each month for a year (if the service is at Mass the total service time 
per month will need to include some non-Mass time volunteering. At 
the end of the year those on the scheme write a short reflection on 
their experience , and become eligible for the certificate of achievement. There will 
be two social events for volunteers during the year.
Application forms for the scheme are being circulated to children in Year 6 at St 
Nicholas, and are also available in the porch.  All Year 6 children are welcome.

For the sick and those who care for them 
A new monthly 
gathering  for 

prayer & social time. 
11am 

First Fridays,  
from 2nd June. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, with prayer for the 
sick and for carers, and the offer of the Sacrament of  the 
Anointing of the Sick) followed by tea and sandwiches. 

If you would like to offer help to those who cannot 
get to the service under their own steam, or with 

refreshments, please see Fr Allen as soon as possible. 

Do you have  
a connection 
with a church 

or mission 
overseas?

Can you bring a greeting from them to 
our Ecumenical Pentecost Service?
Are you able to pass on the greeting in 
their own language as well as English?
It is hoped that many people will be 
able to bring Christian greetings in 
English and different languages to our 
joint Pentecost service. 
If you can let Fr Allen know you are 
bringing a greeting to share that will be 
helpful: stnicholasrc@btinternet.com

Freedom Of Religion And Belief
Across the world millions of people are persecuted because of their beliefs. 
How do your candidates intend to promote freedom of religion or belief 
for all, and what steps could be taken as a priority in UK foreign policy to 
protect religious minorities, including Christian minorities?

Helping The World’s Poorest
Aid provided by the UK saves lives and helps people out of poverty. Will 
your candidates commit to protecting and enhancing the international 
development budget?

Caring For The Vulnerable
There are many in our communities who are financially vulnerable and 
struggle to make ends meet or in need of decent housing. Where do your 
candidates stand on helping the poorest, in terms of health, social care 
and housing? How will they support people with mental health problems? 
How will they finance these services?

Education
Catholic schools make a positive contribution to society, serving over 
845,000 children in England and Wales. Will your candidates support 
parental choice for the education of their children? Will they support 
Catholic schools as part of this choice for faith-based education?

Modern Slavery
Modern slavery is a gross violation of human dignity affecting at least 
14,000 people in the UK and millions more around the world. How will 
your candidate give political support to the fight against modern slavery 
and better assistance for its victims?

There are many other issues you will be considering. In all of them please 
bear in mind not only their impact on you and your family but also their 
impact on our wider world. The UK has a long and worthy tradition of 
generosity and justice. The values contained in these questions are 
fundamental to our way of life and the good of our society.

Issued by the Archbishops of Westminster, Cardiff, Southwark, Birmingham and Liverpool 
on behalf of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.

catholicnews.org.uk/election17

Lord grant us wisdom to act always with integrity,  
seeking the protection and flourishing of all,  
and building a society based on justice and peace.


