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Prayer this week for  

nurses and carers

Birmingham Pilgrimage  
to Lourdes 2017 

Air 27 May-2 June; 
Coach 27 May - 3 June

Booking forms from 0121 236 4585  
or lourdesadmin@rc-birmingham.org

The Eucharistic 
Prayer in the Roman 
Missal that has claim 

to be the oldest is our Eucharistic Prayer II. Or at least that Prayer 
is closely based on the oldest prayer. The original is found in a 
Church Order - The Apostolic Tradition - (a guide to good practice) 
written, perhaps, by Hippolytus a priest in Rome in the early 200s. 
(Eucharistic Prayer II is the prayer used at Mass today.)
Interestingly Hippolytus offers his Prayer as a model of a 
Eucharistic Prayer, and does not expect it to be used in the form 
given. He wrote at a time when it was still common for the 
presider at the Eucharist to use their own words, varying the 
words according to the circumstances. This is quite different to 
today, where the expectation is that the many and varied texts in 
the Roman Missal are adequate to all imaginable circumstances!
This prayer pre-dates the Roman Canon. For this reason it has found 
favour in the modern Liturgical movement as a text that helps 
avoid some of the classic Protestant discomfort with the Roman 
Canon, but is (probably) Roman and Catholic - and so adaptations 
of this prayer are now in use not only in the Catholic Church, but 
in the Lutheran Church  and in the Church of England.

Masses   Week of the third Sunday in Lent
S 18 1800

3rd Sunday in Lent
Psalter Wk 3

Thomas Quinlisk RIP (Gill)

Su 19 0900
1100

John Smyth RIP(Duggan)
Bronia Schmid RIP (Anniv) (Schmid)

M 20 1000 St Joseph Jim Conroy RIP

T 21 1000 Patricia Hughes Anniv (Brookes)

W 22 1900 Catherine Devaney 2nd Anniv (Devaney)

Th 23
F 24 1900 Philip Anthony Cassera Anniv RIP (Cassera)

S 25 1800
4th Sunday in Lent
Psalter Wk 4

Anthony O’Donnell RIP (Gill)

Su 26 0900
1100

Paul Garvey RIP (Garvey)
People of the Sudan - Ints

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Vespers 2nd & 4th Suns, 6-7pm
Rosary and Benediction Mondays at 3pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement

Nourishing prayer at home: livingeucharist.wordpress.com/
Please pray for sick parishioners including Betty Lordan, Sara Gallagher, 
Ray Finn, Viv Everitt, Diane Jukes, David Freeman, Peggy Gallagher, Margaret 
Knowles, Brenda Davies; Tony Lawlor, Leah Burke, Tess Carnero, Joan James, Sarah 
Johnston, Bridie Moffatt, Bernie Morton, Danuta Evans, Michael McDermott - and 
also for Fr Gabriel Maguire, our Dean, who is not well. Please pray for all who 
have died, including Maria Szambir, Ronald Matthias, Dymphna Murphy Ellie 
Manville, Bronia Schmid, Sheila Hindle, Kath Devanney, Philip Cassera, Sheila 
Hindle, Paul Garvey, Sarah Finnegan, Eileen Headley and all whose anniversaries 
are at this time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.  
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.

Exodus 17:3-7: Tormented by thirst, the people 
complained against Moses. ‘Why did you bring us 
out of Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so that I should die of 
thirst, my children too, and my cattle?’
Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to deal with this 
people?” he said. ‘A little more and they will stone me!’ 
the Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you some of the elders 
of Israel and move on to the forefront of the people; take 
in your hand the staff with which you struck the river, 
and go. I shall be standing before you there on the rock, 
at Horeb. You must strike the rock, and water will flow 
from it for the people to drink.’ This is what Moses did, 
in the sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named 
Massah and Meribah because of the grumbling of the 
sons of Israel and because they put the Lord to the test 
by saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or not?’

Psalm 4:1-2,6-9: O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts.’    Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. Let us come before him, giving 
thanks, with songs let us hail the Lord.   Come in; let us bow 
and bend low; let us kneel before the God who made us: for he is 
our God and we the people who belong to his pasture, the flock 
that is led by his hand.   O that today you would listen to his 
voice!  ‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, as on that 
day at Massah in the desert when your fathers put me to 
the test; when they tried me, though they saw my work.’

Romans 5:1-2,5-8
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, by faith we are judged 
righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and 
through Jesus that we have entered this state of grace 
in which we can boast about looking forward to God’s 
glory. And this hope is not deceptive, because the love 
of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit which has been given us. We were still helpless 
when at his appointed moment Christ died for sinful 
men. It is not easy to die even for a good man – though 
of course for someone really worthy, a man might be 
prepared to die – but what proves that God loves us is 
that Christ died for us while we were still sinners.

Gospel Acclamation
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! Lord, you are really the 
saviour of the world: give me the living water, so that 
I may never get thirsty. Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 

John 4:5-42
Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near 
the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well 
is there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight 
down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When 
a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to 
her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into the 
town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, 
‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, 
for a drink?’  – Jews, in fact, do not associate with 
Samaritans. Jesus replied: ‘If you only knew what God 
is offering and who it is that is saying to you: Give me 
a drink, you would have been the one to ask, and he 
would have given you living water.’
‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well 
is deep: how could you get this living water? Are you 
a greater man than our father Jacob who gave us this 

well and drank from it himself with his sons and his 
cattle?’ Jesus replied:‘Whoever drinks this water will 
get thirsty again; but anyone who drinks the water 
that I shall give will never be thirsty again: the water 
that I shall give will turn into a spring inside him, 
welling up to eternal life.’
‘Sir,’ said the woman ‘give me some of that water, so 
that I may never get thirsty and never have to come 
here again to draw water.’ ‘Go and call your husband’ 
said Jesus to her ‘and come back here.’ The woman 
answered, ‘I have no husband.’ He said to her, ‘You 
are right to say, “I have no husband”; for although 
you have had five, the one you have now is not your 
husband. You spoke the truth there.’ ‘I see you are a 
prophet, sir’ said the woman. ‘Our fathers worshipped 
on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the 
place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said:
‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you 
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor 
in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we do know: for salvation comes 
from the Jews. But the hour will come – in fact it is 
here already  – when true worshippers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth: that is the kind of 
worshipper the Father wants. God is spirit, and those 
who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’
The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, 
Christ  – is coming; and when he comes he will tell us 
everything.’ ‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’
At this point his disciples returned, and were surprised 
to find him speaking to a woman, though none of them 
asked, ‘What do you want from her?’ or, ‘Why are you 
talking to her?’ The woman put down her water jar 
and hurried back to the town to tell the people. ‘Come 
and see a man who has told me everything I ever did; I 
wonder if he is the Christ?’ This brought people out of 
the town and they started walking towards him.
Meanwhile, the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, do 
have something to eat; but he said, ‘I have food to eat 
that you do not know about.’ So the disciples asked one 
another, ‘Has someone been bringing him food?’ But 
Jesus said: ‘My food is to do the will of the one who 
sent me, and to complete his work. Have you not got 
a saying: Four months and then the harvest? Well, I 
tell you: Look around you, look at the fields; already 
they are white, ready for harvest! Already the reaper 
is being paid his wages, already he is bringing in the 
grain for eternal life, and thus sower and reaper rejoice 
together. For here the proverb holds good: one sows, 
another reaps; I sent you to reap a harvest you had not 
worked for. Others worked for it; and you have come 
into the rewards of their trouble.’
Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him 
on the strength of the woman’s testimony when she 
said, ‘He told me all I have ever done’, so, when the 
Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to stay 
with them. He stayed for two days, and when he spoke 
to them many more came to believe; and they said to 
the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because of 
what you told us; we have heard him ourselves and we 
know that he really is the saviour of the world.’

We do not live by bread alone...
Our Eucharistic Prayers 

Would you like to join our 
music groups for Holy Week 

and the Triduum?
Singers and instrumentalists - 
young and ‘more mature’  -  are  
invited to join with our music 
groups to support our celebration 
of any or all of these important 
days. Interested? See Fr Allen.



each year to keep the plants healthy. 
Taking on one bed and visiting it for a 
couple of hours maybe three or four 
times a year would not be a great deal 
of work - and could be fun for those 
who like gardening, and for a family 
with younger children. 
It would also make a great deal of 
difference to the attractiveness of the 
space around the church. Some of 
the beds are easier than others to look 
after, and some need a bit of attention 
already! There is a poster showing 
the beds that are available and where 
you can sign up to 
volunteer. Thank you!

Parish 
Tea and Coffee after 9 am and 11an 
Mass on Sunday morning. Would you 
be willing to volunteer to be ‘trained’ to open 
up the Carpenter’s Arms as they are letting 
us open up/lock up. It would be good to 
have a rota of four or more people willing to 
do this. It would mean one person opening 
up before the end of 9am Mass and another 
locking up at 1pm after the 11am Mass. If 
you can help please let Fr Allen know. 
Welcoming Team New Rota available on 
web and in porch.
Bethany Food Bank The next collection 
is on the weekend of 1st and 2nd April
Readers Please sign up as soon as 
possible if you are available to help on 
Palm Sunday and during the Triduum, so 
the most helpful rota can be prepared.
Knit and Natter 2pm on Thursday.
Bigger Picture Group; Next meeting: 
Mon of Easter Week at 7.30pm (NB Change 
of Date!) The ‘homework’ for the next 
meeting is to read a Gospel, in the light of 
the vision seen in the Old Testament. 
Baptism Preparation. The next 
preparation programme begins on Sat 
29th April from 11 to 12noon, in the 
Benedict Room. Parents are asked to 

complete an application form and see Fr 
Allen before hand.
Travelling Solo The next gathering is 
after tea and coffee in the Carpenters 
Arms after the 11am Mass on 2nd April 
and then at the Sutton Park Hotel on 
corner of Jockey  Rd/Boldmere Rd. All 
who ‘travel alone’ - single, the divorced 
or separated, widows and widowers - are 
welcome.
Guild of St Stephen’s Mass of 
Thanksgiving on Sat 25 March tat St 
Chad’s Cathedral at 12 noon.
Churches Together Thurs March 30 at 
Boldmere Methodist church.

Diocese
Birmingham’s Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham 13 May. Details in porch 
A date for the diary: The Chrism Mass 
will be celebrated at St Chad’s Cathedral, 
11am Weds 12  April. All are welcome 
to this celebration where the oils for 
Baptism, Confirmation and Ordination, 
and the Anointing of the sick are blessed 
and consecrated by Archbishop Bernard 
for use in the coming year.
Diocesan Pilgrimage To The Holy 
Land, 11-19 September 2017. This year 
the pilgrimage will be led by Bishop 
Kenney Full price: £1740.00 per person. 
Booking forms and more details from Gill 
at Tangney Tours - tel: 01732 886666: 
email: Gill@tangney-tours.com.
Bright Lights: Catholic Festival for 
Young Adults. 23-25 June Alton Castle. 
www.brightlights.org.uk
Diocesan conference for young 
men, 5 April 2017 This conference 
provides young men aged 14 upwards 
with an opportunity to explore what it 
means to respond to the Call of Christ 
in their lives. There will also be a special 
focus on the vocation to the priesthood 
and what it means to be a leader of faith. 
The conference, which it is free to attend, 
is on Weds 5 April from 10am to 5.30pm 
at the National Motorcycle Museum. 
The day will include talks, prayer, praise 
and worship, drama and fellowship.  The 
Archbishop is keen that as many young 
men aged 14 with an interest in exploring 
Christ’s call to them should attend this 
meeting. Details may not have reached 
students in non-Catholic schools, so please 
- parents, grandparents, friends, do draw 
this opportunity to their attention. And if 
they are interested please contact Fr Allen 
who will help them with the arrangements 
to attend. For further support and 
information, please contact Chris Smith at 
the Vocations Office on 07730 653787

Other
Programme Co-ordinator Oscott 
College wishes to make a full-time 
appointment to work with the Director 
of Studies on the coordination and 
development of changes in the seminary 
programme of studies. A candidate must 
have a degree or relevant equivalent 

Tea and Coffee after Mass  
in Carpenter’s 
Arms (access 
from right side 
of church), after 
9 and 11am 
Masses.

professional experience of a degree 
programme or student administration 
within a Higher Education setting.  
Application Closing Date: 31/3; Interview 
Date: 11/4. Please send CV including 
details of relevant experience to jobs@
oscott.org 

Can you help with the parish gardens?

Mass Texts  
During Lent/Easter we use the 
Apostles Creed at Sunday Mass 
- Laudate p205.
During Lent we will sing 
the Mass XVIII setting of the 
Eucharistic Acclamations, 
Laudate no. 505a, 506.1; 509

They are VERY welcome, despite the 
distractions, so long as parents are taking 
proper responsibility for helping them 
grow into what we come to Mass for.
There is nothing like children for 
reminding us that we are never a 
static community. No sooner has one 
child learned how ‘to behave’ at Mass 
that along come one or two more 
who think they are being brought to a 
rather peculiar (and not very enjoyable) 
playground, and who squeak and 
squawk with gusto.
Their noises can sometimes be 
distracting, but they are of our family 
and it is good to have them with us.
However, for their sake and ours, they 
need help to learn what sort of a place 
the church is and why we come and what 
we do here. Their learning – and so our 
teaching of them too  - is no quick one-fix 
job; and the task is to help them participate 
in what we do not distract them from it by 
drawing them into other things.
• Some of their learning can be done 

at the earliest age – with parents 
or siblings making the sign of the 
cross over them with holy water 
as they come into the church. Very 
quickly they will want to do this for 
themselves.

• Some of it is to get them to stand and 
sit and kneel with us (even if for a 
while they stand or sit on the kneeler 
beside us as we kneel.

• Some of it is making the sign of the 
Cross as we prepare to hear the Gospel

• Some of it is joining in the regular 
songs of the Mass – especially the 
Gloria (when it comes back after 
Easter) and the Gospel Acclamation 
and the Holy, Memorial Acclamation 

Plans are now well advanced for the 
exciting 2017 Taizé Birmingham event.
Already 100s of young Christians are 
signed up , and over the coming weeks 
that will surely become 1000s.
Are you able to offer accommodation 
to a young pilgrim or two, aged 18-35. 
They will arrive in Boldmere on Friday 
evening shortly after 10pm, hot-foot 
from a prayer service at St Martins 
in the Bull Ring. Hosts are asked to 
provide a bed - or floor space - and a 
simple breakfast. Pilgrims will be with 
their hosts until 9am on Saturday 
and Sunday when they leave for the 
day’s events (they return c10pm), and 
on 9am on Monday when they will 
leave for the day’s events in central 
Birmingham, from which  they make 
their way home.
On Saturday everyone is welcome to 
join the young people in a pilgrimage 
around local churches in Boldmere and 
at an evening service in Birmingham
If you would like to join, and play your 
part in bring maybe a hundred young 
Christians to Boldmere for the weekend 
of   28th April to 1st May please collect 
a form from the porch and return it to 
Fr Allen as soon as possible.

Open Parish Meeting
A chance to 
1. Ask any questions regarding the 

parish finance report
2. Consider the proposals developed 

since the last meeting for 
• the development of the 

Benedict Room
• upgrading the lighting in the 

church
3. Also to consider the proposals 

regarding the carpark.
Friday 7th April at 7.30,  

in the Benedict Room

Pilgrimage to ASSISI for  
the Feast of St Francis
Led by Fr Allen Morris
Tues 3rd - Fri 6th Oct 2017
Assisi is situated in the 
heart of Italy in the 
province of Umbria -  ‘The 
Land of Saints’ where Ss 
Francis and Clare were 
born at the end of the 
12th century. Both of them 
were reluctant leaders but 
their stubborn devotion to 
following the gospel ideals 
proved to be a beacon, 
which attracted many 
people. The Franciscan 
and Poor Clare orders have 
had a profound effect on 
the Church. Our pilgrimage will be 
spent in Assisi and its surrounds seeing 
the places where the saints lived out 
their mission, whilst also being able to 
appreciate as Francis did the glory of 
the natural world in this special place.
Highlights:
• Tues 3rd - Solemn Commemoration 

of the death of St Francis (Transitus di 
San Francesco) in the Basilica of Santa 
Maria degli Angeli.

• Weds 4th -  Feast of St Francis
• Thurs 5th - Walking tour of Assisi and 

guided tour of the Basilica of St Francis.
Full details and application forms 
are on the website now and will be 
available in the porch next week.

The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings on the next page are from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton,  Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the 4th Sunday of Lent
The readings are 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a / Psalm 
23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 / Ephesians 5:8-14 / John 9:1-41 

and Great Amen. They might not get 
the words right, (or the tune!) but they 
are learning to join with us in prayer.

• Later help them to follow the Ordinary 
of the Mass in Laudate, and the words 
of the hymns that will be less familiar.

• Still later, when they are in reception, 
the parish can assist by welcoming 
them to the Liturgy of the Word for 
children so they are progressively 
helped to engage with the Gospel 
and find help for their Christian living 
in it. The family use of Wednesday 
Word greatly helps here too.

• Parents will sometimes find it helpful 
to provide their child with a child’s 
missal – there are picture book 
versions even for very young children 
– which can help them follow the 
Mass. Some will also find it helpful 
to look out some religious reading 
or colouring books to supplement 
the Look sheet available at the back 
of Church. But beware: distracting 
them from the Mass is not the best 
way of helping them to learn how 
to participate in the Mass, though it 
may help at a ‘difficult’ stage.  It is for 
parents to discern what’s best.

Helping introduce their children to 
praying the Liturgy is a challenge for 
parents. But, speaking personally, I 
find it very encouraging and moving, 
seeing mums and dads trying, patiently, 
lovingly to share their faith with their 
children, week after week. Sometimes its 
two steps forward, and then three steps 
back – but that’s life. Thank you to all 
parents who do know their responsibility 
and their privilege in this area and who 
do their best to do 
their best. 

Noisy children are welcome at Mass! But...

Thank you very much to the Prince’s 
Trust, to CPSO Nat Peers who 
coordinated everything and the young 
people who did so much work, for 
clearing the overgrown hedging and 
trees on the right side of the car-park. 
They did a great job.
We have bought plants ready for 
planting in the strip on the opposite 
side of the car park, and they will be 
going in shortly after Easter.
What would be very helpful now is if 
people would come forward, happy to 
take charge of a flower bed and keep it 
tidy during the year - weeding, tidying 
up, cutting plants back after flowering, 
and putting down a bit of fertiliser 

Lent Services of 
Reconciliation

7pm, Friday 7 April:  
Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield

11am, Saturday 8 April:  
St Nicholas Boldmere

7.30pm, Tuesday 11 April:  
Erdington Abbey

7.30pm, Weds 12 April:  
Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley

Pray with Pope Francis 
The Pope’s prayer intention for March 
is that persecuted Christians may be 
 supported by the prayers and material 
help of the whole Church.
To find the Pope’s other current prayer 
intentions  please visit http://www.
apostleshipofprayer.org/


