Additional Background for Masses based on the
Bishops’ Conference Cycle of Prayer for

September « October

A variety of alternative focuses for the Mass are provided. These are based
on the Cycle of Prayer established by the Bishops’ Conference of England
and Wales.

The Cycle of Prayer seeks to preserve the integrity of the Sunday liturgy,
without losing sight of the importance of being united with the universal or
local Church in praying and working for important intentions. It seeks to do
this be encouraging the faithful to pray for the intentions set out in the Cycle
in their personal prayers throughout the period specified, and not only at
Mass on a particular day.

The Cycle of Prayer is based on a division of the year into six periods,
three of these being the principal liturgical seasons of Advent/Christmas;
Lent and Easter and the other three periods being divisions of Ordinary
Time, namely Winter, Summer and Autumn.

Each of these six periods is allocated its proper series of intentions for
prayer, which may be taken up by both individuals and parishes and other
groups on certain particular days and throughout the season.

The series of intentions for September and October are given below.

A votive Mass of Our Lady may also be celebrated in October

A.The Harvest, the Fruits of Human of Work, and the Reverent Use of

Creation: World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation (1 September) and on last
Sunday in September or whenever Harvest Festivals are held

B.Students and Teachers: Education Day: 2nd Sunday in September)

C.The Spread of the Gospel: Home Mission Day (3rd Sunday in September) & on
World Mission Day (penultimate Sunday in October)

D.Justice and Peace in the world: on Harvest Fast Day (1st Friday in October)

E.Prisoners and their Families: the Day of Prayer for Prisoners and their Depen-
dants (2nd Sunday in October) and during Prisons Week (2nd week in October)
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The Harvest, the Fruits of Human Work,

and the Reverent Use of Creation
especially on World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation (1 Septem-

ber) and on last Sunday in September or whenever Harvest Festivals
are held.

Background

“The annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation will offer individual believ-
ers and communities a fitting opportunity to reaffirm their personal vocation to be
stewards of creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork which he has en-
tfrusted to our care, and to implore his help for the protection of creation as well as
his pardon for the sins committed against the world in which we live.” (Pope Francis,
Letter inaugurating World Prayer of Care for Creation)

The Church has long celebrated the agricultural harvest. This intention also includes
all human work. In all circumstances of human life there are choices to be made re-
garding the environment and our reverent stewardship of the God’s gift of creation.
“The external deserts in the world are growing, because the internal deserts have
become so vast. Therefore the earth’s treasures no longer serve to build God'’s gar-
den for all to live in, but they have been made to serve the powers of exploitation and
destruction” (Benedict XVI, homily at Inaugural Mass, 2005).

Prayer of the Faithful Prayer
one of the following may be used or adapted O Lord, good Father,

according to local needs who in your providence
have entrusted the earth

» For a fair and just trade

so that all may receive a just wage for
the work of their hands.

For politicians and all who make deci-
sions that affect the future of the earth
may they safeguard the planet for fu-

to the human race,

grant, we pray,

that with the fruits harvested from it
we may be able to sustain life

and, with your help, always use them
Roman Missal

ture generations.

Opportunities and Challenges

« The symbols that are used in the liturgy should be authentic — candles made
from wax, for example.

« Some areas of the country may be able to use wine that is produced from a local
vineyard.

» The celebration of the liturgical seasons can demand the awareness of the natu-
ral seasons of the year. The encouragement to eat more locally produced sea-
sonal produce can inform our sense of the passing of liturgical time.

+ Consider how this intention links with the intention: Justice and Peace in the
World

Links

* Laudato si’ — Encyclical letter of Pope Francis

* Laudato Si’ Centre - resources: https://laudatosicentre.org.uk/

* livesimply - http://www.livesimply.org.uk

* Bishops Conference and the Environment
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/environment/



Students and Teachers

especially on Education day —
2nd Sunday of September

Background
The day of prayer for Education is organised ecumenically by the Education agencies of the various
denominations.

In the Catholic Church material is distributed by the Catholic Education Service. There may be a col-
lection for the Agency on this Sunday.

Prayer of the Faithful

one of the following may be used or adapted

according to local needs

Opportunities and Challenges

Link

For the love of learning,

may we all desire to grow in our faith in God and

our knowledge of the world he created.

For teachers, catechists and all who share what

God has done;
may they always be open to deepening their
knowledge.

Prayer

God is the source of all wisdom

and knowledge.

Let us ask him to bless those who seek
to learn and their teachers.

For students, that the Spirit of God
may grant them the gifts of wisdom of
understanding.

For teachers, that they may share their
knowledge with gentleness, patience,

and concern for their students.
Book of Blessings

The Liturgy Office produces a half-termly bulletin about the liturgy for schools: Spirit of the

Season.

S

Congregation for Catholic Education

www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/]

Department for Catholic Education

www.catholic-ew.org.uk/educ

Catholic Education Service - www.cesew.org.uk
Spirit of the Season — liturgy bulletin for schools

www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/SOS



The Spread of the Gospel

especially on Home Mission Day: 3rd Sunday in September
& World Mission Day: the penultimate Sunday in October

Background

Home Mission day is on the 3rd Sunday in September. Material for the day is prepared by the Home
Mission Desk. There may be a collection to support the work of the agency.

World Mission Day is on the penultimate Sunday in October. A Mass ‘for the Spread of the Gospel’ may
be celebrated on this Sunday. Each year the Holy Father writes a message for World Mission day. In
England and Wales material is produced for parishes by the Pontifical Mission Societies. There may be
a collection for their work on this day.

Prayer of the Faithful Prayer

one of the following may be used O God,
or adapted according to local whose will it is that all should be saved
needs and come to the knowledge of the truth,
» For the courage to live lives look upon your abundant harvest
faithful to the gospel. and be pleased to send workers to gather it,
» For the ability to recognise that the Gospel may be preached to all creation
Christ in all whom we meet. and that your people,
oy gathered by the word of life
Opportunities and nd sustained
Cha||enges by the power of the Sacraments,
How is the school a may advance in the path of salvation and love.
welcoming community? Roman Missal

*  What opportunities for common
prayer or liturgy does the school
offer other than Mass

* Find out more about the Pontifical Mission Societies by subscribing to one of the
magazines they produce.

L|nks

Bishops’ Conference and Evangelisation
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/evangelisation/

* Catholic Faith - https://rcadc.org/cardiffcatholic/the-catholic-faith/

* Becoming a Catholic - http://www.becomingacatholic.org.uk

* Holy Father’s message for World Mission day
www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/messages/missions/index_en.htm]

* Pontifical Mission Societies - https://onefamilyinmission.org/



Justice and Peace in the World

especially on Harvest Fast Day: 1st Friday on October

Background
The Harvest Fast day is one of two such days organised by CAFOD. The money offered from the fast-
ing is usually collected at Mass on the following Sunday.

Prayer of the Faithful Prayer
one of the following may be used or O God, who show a father’s care for all,
adapted according to local needs grant, in your mercy,

that the members of the human race,
for an openness to neighbours and to whom you have given a smglg origin,
may form in peace a single family

strangers.
and always be united by a fraternal spirit.
» For the broadening of our horizons Y 4 Romfn Missal

and an awareness of what is hap-
pening in the world.

» For tolerance and respect,

Opportunltles and Challenges
How well do those who minister to the assembly represent the diversity present
in the school?

* The use of music from around the world can both remind us that we belong to a
worldwide Church and give us fresh insight into our beliefs.

» Invite different ethnic groups within the school to contribute to an evening of food
and entertainment.

Links

» Catholic Association for Racial Justice - https://www.carj.org.uk/

* Churches Together in Britain and Ireland Racial Justice web section
https://ctbi.org.uk/category/witnessing-together/racial-justice/

« CAFOD - www.cafod.org.uk



Prisoners and their Families

especially on 2nd Sunday in October and in Prisons Week: 2nd
Week in October

Background

Prisoner’s week was a Catholic initiative begun in 1975 by Bishop Victor Guazelli which has since ecu-
menical support and observance. It reflects the work of the Prison Advice and Care Trust which builds
on its origins as the Bourne Trust — the Catholic Prisoner’s Aid Society. The Sunday and the following
week seek to focus attention not only on the needs of prisoners but on all those involved the field of
prison care, prisoners families, victims of crime, prison staff and many volunteers.

Prayer of the Faithful Prayer

one of the following may be used or  Almighty and merciful God,

adapted according to local needs to whom alone
- For all in prison and their fami- the secrets of the heart lie open,
lies that they may know the who recognize the just

and make righteous the guilty,

hear our prayers for your servants

held in prison,

and grant that through patience and hope

Lord’s compassion and love.

* For the judicial system may
it practice both justice and

mercy. they may find relief in their affliction
", and soon return unhindered to their own.
Opportunities and Chal- Roman Missal
lenges

* Find out about the work of
Prison Advice and Care Trust.

» Support the work of the Churches’ Criminal Justice Forum.

Links
* Catholic Bishops Conference and prison ministry
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/prison-ministry/

* A Place of Redemption (pdf)
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/a-place-of-redemption-2004/

* Prisons Week - http://www.prisonsweek.org
 PACT (Prison Advice and Care Trust) - https://www.prisonadvice.org.uk/



