The Catholic Culture Club

An opportunity to enjoy local cultural events (with
friends and other parishioners when convenient,
or by yourself when it is not) and also to meet after-
wards to chat over things.

AUTUMN PROGRAMME

e WALSALL NEW ART GALLERY: Sun 20 Sept at 3pm.
Face Value: Contemporary Portraits from
the Collections. What is in an image?
* Group meeting to chat: Friday 25 Sept

* SUTTON COLDFIELD TOWN HALL. Come From
Away - Group visit on Thursday 1 October - see
porch noticeboard for how to book for any of the
days this production is playing, including Oct 1st.

* Group meeting to chat: Friday 9 Oct

e RovAL CINEMA @ SUTTON COLDFIELD.
Giant - an award winning play about Roald
Dahl. Thurs 19 Nov at 7.30pm. Tickets can be
booked now and are going fast. A range of ticket
prices are available - including extra for glass of
wine, and discounts for seniors
* Group meeting to chat: Friday 20 Nov

Follow-up group meetings are all
in the Benedict Room on Fridays at 8pm

What is ‘home’ for you?
‘Soul of Sutton’ photography competition.

Residents of Royal Sutton Coldfield, aged 13* and
over, are invited to submit photographs that capture
what ‘home’ means to them. Entries may depict a
favourite local landscape, a cherished community
space, a family tradition, amoment in everyday life, or
anywhere that represents ‘home’ in the Royal Town.

The competition is free to enter and is open to
amateur photographers who are residents, pupils,
or students of the Town of Royal Sutton Coldfield.
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SEPTEMBER 2026: PARISH MASSES THis week

Parish Pilgrimage
Details are on the porch
noticeboard. All elements of
the pilgrimage are optional. &=
Come along for what you want and
stay away from what does not appeal.
And arrange your accommodation
and transport accordingly.

Baptism Preparation
The next series of sessions for parents preparing
for the baptism of their children begins on Satur-
day 19th September. Those who wish to take part
should contact Fr Allen as soon as possible.

Help needed to offer support to sick and

housebound members of the parish.

To support the work done by our present team of
people, we need two or three more people to assist
regularly with taking Holy Communion to the sick.

The minimum commitment is to visit one person
once or twice a month, for about 15-20 minutes on a
day and at a time convenient to you and them. If you
are available to do more, that would be excellent!

To learn more, please see the sheet available on the
newsletter table and speak with Fr Allen.

Preparing for the Year of Mark

Would you like to take part in a reading of St Mark’s
Gospel to help us prepare for the next liturgical
year? (Mark is the lead Gospel for the year which be-
gins on 29th November 2026.)

Details are still being prepared, but it is planned to
have the reading at St Nicholas Church on Sunday
22 November, the Feast of Christ the King, begin-
ning at 3pm. Interested? Email stnicholas.bold-
mere@rcaob.org.uk
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authentic Catholic life cannot be confined to what
is provided in Catholic institutions such as these.

Many years ago a document came from the Bishops’
Conference entitled The Priority of Adult Formation. It
reminds that the need for adult formation - in faith
and all aspects of life - is something we need so as to
make the best proper contribution to the lives our
families and communities. It is a need that continues
long beyond our time in school or college. There are
many opportunities and resources we can draw on
for our own formation and to explore with family
and friends. In recent years two of the most helpful
overviews of Catholic faith are provided in the books
YouCat and DoCat. Developed for young adults they
are lively and accessible,but suitable for all adults.
Thought provoking they offer much food for thught -
and for prayer! They Sare available from Paul’s Bookshop
(beside St Chad’s Cathedral) or from Amazon.

St Teresa of Avila observed:

“Untilled ground, however rich, will bring forth
thistles and thorns; so also the mind of man.”

Anointing of the Sick: Next parish celebration is at 10am on 16th Sept

Sacrament of Confession: Fri 19.30-20.00; Sat 5.30-5.45 or by appoint’t

Please pray for those who are sick: Stephen Gateley, Rita Rhodes,
Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies, Lesley Devlin, Margaret Reeves. Please pray
for John Farrell, Mary Gavin, Phil Hayes and all whose anniversary occurs at
this time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER.

e Parish Morning Prayer: Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)

* Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com

* The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth
when we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again after
the Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Ezekiel 33:7-9 / Psalm 95:1-2,
6-7,8-9 / Romans 13:8-10 / Matthew 18:15-20

WEEKDAY SOCIAL. Tuesdays after 10am Mass.

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at
anytime in our carpark. Automatic free parking is available too on Sat
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm. At other times, please - if in church
or here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

Bishop Walsh Catholic School Year 6 and
Sixth Form Open Evening. Year 6 and Yr 11 pu-
pils are welcome to visit Bishop Walsh Catholic
School for its annual open evening on Weds

23 Sept- Yr 6 5-7pm, Yr 11 5.30-7pm. There are
separate presentations for Yrs 6 and 11 and you
can meet pupils and staff and take a tour of the
school. Please visit the school website for up to
date details. www.bishopwalsh.net

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance
and the National & Archdiocesan policies & procedures at all times. Our
Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. She can be contacted at:
sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk Alternatively contact the Diocesan

Safeguarding team on 0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

St Pope John Paul II: Catholic education aims not only to
communicate facts, but also to transmit a coherent, comprehensive vision of life, in the conviction that
the truths contained in that vision liberate students in the most profound meaning of human freedom.

Education Sunday: An Invitation
from Archbishop Bernard Longley

Today we give thanks for the gift of
Catholic education. Our schools have
a mission to form Christ-centred pil-
grims of hope, with kind hearts, ques-
tioning minds, a thirst for knowledge
and a hunger for justice.

There is a real need for more founda-
tion directors and governors to help
guide our schools and keep Christ at
the heart of their mission. This is not
simply an administrative role; it is a
true vocation and a practical way to
serve Christ and His Church.

If you are a practising Catholic, com-
mitted to our mission, and willing to
share your time, skills and faith, you
can make a lasting difference for thou-
sands of children and young people.
No prior experience is required, as full
training and support are provided.

God’s unconditional love and readi-
ness to forgive our sins remind us that
service is not always easy, but it is al-
ways fruitful when rooted in love.

Please speak to your parish priest or
visit the Diocesan Education Service
website for further details and to com-
plete an online application form.:
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
news/could-you-be-a-foundation-gov-
ernor-or-director-at-your-local-catho-
lic-school and www.bdes.org.uk/gov-
ernor-online-application-forms.html.




The Introductory Rites

Opening Song
Blest are the pure in heart, for they shall see our God,
the secret of the Lord is theirs,
their heart is Christ’s abode.

The Lord, who left the heavens,
our life and peace to bring,

to dwell in lowliness with men,
their pattern and their King.

Still to the lowly soul he does himself impart,
and for his dwelling and his throne
chooses the pure in heart.

Lord, we thy presence seek; may ours this blessing be;
give us a pure and lowly heart, a temple meet for Thee.

Gloria

We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Glory to God...

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
You are seated at the right hand,

of the Father, have mercy on us.

Glory to God...

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word

Sirach 27:30-28:7
Anger and wrath, these are abominations, and the
sinful man will hold them fast. The one who seeks
vengeance will be paid vengeance from the Lord, and
he who keeps a record will have his own sins record-
ed. Forgive your neighbour the wrong he has done,
and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray.
Does one person harbour anger against another and
yet seek for healing from the Lord? Does he have no
mercy towards someone like himself and yet pray con-
cerning his own sins? If he himself, being flesh, main-
tains wrath, who will make atonement for his sins?
Remember the end of your life and cease from enmity,
remember destruction and death and be true to the
commandments. Remember the commandments and
do not be angry with your neighbour; remember the

covenant of the Most High and overlook error.
Ps 103(102):1-2. 3-4. 9-10. 11-12

Bless the LORD, O my soul,

and all within me, his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,

and never forget all his benefits.

It is the Lord who forgives all your sins,

who heals every one of your ills,

who redeems your life from the grave,

who crowns you with mercy and compassion.

He will not always find fault;

nor persist in his anger for ever.

He does not treat us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our faults.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so strong his mercy for those who fear him.

As far as the east is from the west,

so far from us does he remove our transgressions.

Romans 14:7-9
Brothers and Sisters: None of us lives to himself, and
none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, wheth-
er we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to
this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be
Lord both of the dead and of the living.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. A new commandment I give to
you, says the Lord, that you love one another,
just as I have loved you. Alleluia.

Matthew 18:21-35
At that time: Peter came up and said to Jesus, ‘Lord,
how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive
him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do
not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.

‘Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.
When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not
pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and
children and all that he had, and payment to be made.
So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, “Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And
out of pity for him, the master of that servant released
him and forgave him the debt. But when that same serv-
ant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began
to choke him, saying, “Pay what you owe.” So his fellow
servant fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience
with me, and I will pay you.” He refused and went and
put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When
his fellow servants saw what had taken place they were
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greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their master all that had taken place. Then his master
summoned him and said to him, “You wicked serv-
ant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. And should not you have had mercy on
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” And in
anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he
should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father
will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart

Homily
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;

from there he will come

to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

All:  Through our lives and by our prayers,
your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory

Take my hands and make them as your own,
and use them for your kingdom here on earth,
consecrate them to your care,

anoint them for your service where,

you may need your Gospel to be sown.

Take my hands they speak now for my heart,
and by their actions they will show their love,
guard them on their daily course,

be their strength and guiding force,

to ever serve the Trinity above.

Take my hands I give them to you Lord,
prepare them for the service of your name,
open them to human need,

and by their love they’ll sow your seed,
so all may know the love and hope you give.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus

The
mystery
of faith

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites
Blessing and Dismissal

Praying the Mass

Pope Leo, in his recent catechesis on the Liturgy, explored
the continuing challenge that not a few are present at
Mass as silent spectators and not participants. He urged
a new mystagogical catechesis to (re)awaken in everyone
openness to the encounter with God which is offered in
the Eucharist. Valuable for all but especially for parents
who want to help their children learn how to find spiritual
nourishment at Mass. It’s not difficult to but not always

obvious how to do it! More details next week.

SUNDAY FRIENDS for people with
learning disabilities, autism, families
and carers. Everyone welcome for Singing
/ Activities / Bible stories / Refreshments.
Next gathering in the Newman Centre on Sun-
day 20th Sept from 1.30-3pm.




