
Additional Background for Masses based on 
the Bishops’ Conference Cycle of Prayer for 

 November
A variety of alternative focuses for the Mass are provided. These 
are based on the Cycle of Prayer established by the Bishops’ Con-
ference of England and Wales. 

The Cycle of Prayer seeks to preserve the integrity of the Sunday 
liturgy, without losing sight of the importance of being united with 
the universal or local Church in praying and working for important 
intentions. It seeks to do this be encouraging the faithful to pray for 
the intentions set out in the Cycle in their personal prayers through-
out the period specified, and not only at Mass on a particular day.

The Cycle of Prayer is based on a division of the year into six peri-
ods, three of these being the principal liturgical seasons of Advent/
Christmas; Lent and Easter and the other three periods being divi-
sions of Ordinary Time, namely Winter, Summer and Autumn.

Each of these six periods is allocated its proper series of intentions 
for prayer, which may be taken up by both individuals and parish-
es and other groups on certain particular days and throughout the 
season.

A. The Dead. November, which begins with the feast of All Saints and All 
Souls, is a month when by tradition, we esepcially pray for those who have 
died.

B. All Victims of War: Remembrance Sunday (2nd Sunday in Novem-
ber)

C. Young People: Youth Day (Christ the King)

Please note this resource is a ‘living document’.  

If you find any links do not work, or if you have any suggestions  

for additions for the edition for the Academic year of 2026-7,  

please send them to fr.allen.morris@rcaob.org.uk
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The Dead. 
November, which begins with the feast of All Saints and All Souls, 
is a month when by tradition, we esepcially pray for those who 
have died.

Background
Remembrance Sunday falls on the Sunday nearest Armistice Day, 11 November, 
which marks the end of the First World War. On this day are remembered all those 
who gave their lives for their country, all who suffered and died through acts of war 
and those who were left behind to grieve and mourn. In England and Wales one 
Mass for the Dead may celebrated on this Sunday.

Prayer of the Faithful
one of the following may be used or adapted 
according to local needs

•	 For deceased members of our school 
and parish communities

•	 For victims of violence
•	 For those who mourn, and those who 

support them 

Opportunities and Challenges
•	 Explore how the local Catholic community keeps the month of November - eg 

providing a memorial book for us to write the names of family and friends who 
have died; November Masses for those who have died during the past year; 
blessing graves in local cemeteries.

•	 Looking at how the school provides opportunities for pupils and staff to pray 
for those of their families and friends who have died.

•	 Provide opportunities for students and staff to become familiar with Catholic 
Prayers and Songs associated with the Church’s funeral Liturgy, for example, 
the Song of Farewell; the Responsory ‘Eternal rest...’; 

Links
•	 Catholic Funerals: A Guide: https://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/OCF/

FuneralsGuide.pdf
•	 Dying Well; The Hospice; Church Teachiing - End of Life Issues: 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/life-issues/: 

Prayer
O God, merciful and strong, 
who crush wars and cast down the 
proud, 
be pleased to banish violence  
swiftly from our midst 
and to wipe away all tears, 
so that we may all truly deserve  
to be called your children.

Roman Missal



All Victims of War
especially on Remembrance Sunday: 2nd Sunday in November

Background
Remembrance Sunday falls on the Sunday nearest Armistice Day, 11 November, 
which marks the end of the First World War. On this day are remembered all those 
who gave their lives for their country, all who suffered and died through acts of war 
and those who were left behind to grieve and mourn. In England and Wales one 
Mass for the Dead may celebrated on this Sunday.

Prayer of the Faithful
one of the following may be used or adapted 
according to local needs

•	 For peace and reconciliation between 
nations; 
that enemies may put aside all differ-
ences.

•	 For all those who have died through 
war or acts of violence; 
may we never forget their sacrifice.

Opportunities and Challenges
•	 Explore how our regular times of prayer in school might be used to speak 

about the hope of resurrection.
•	 Remember to pray for those who serve in the Armed Forces through the year.

Links
•	 CTBI Service for Remembrance Sunday 

https://ctbiarchive.org/category/spirituality-and-reflection/remembrance-sun-
day/

•	 Bishopric of the Forces: http://www.rcbishopricforces.org.uk

Prayer
O God, merciful and strong, 
who crush wars and cast down the 
proud, 
be pleased to banish violence  
swiftly from our midst 
and to wipe away all tears, 
so that we may all truly deserve  
to be called your children.

Roman Missal



Young People
especially on Christ the King: 34th Sunday in Ordinary Time.

Background
The Church in England and Wales has marked the contribution of young people on Christ the King for 
many years. Universally it is marked on Palm Sunday. In many parishes it is an opportunity to focus on 
the role of young people in the Sunday liturgy and in the life of the parish. Over the last few years mate-
rial prepared to assist the day has used the livesimply campaign [http://www.livesimply.org.uk]. There 
may be a collection for diocesan and nation youth services on this day.

Prayer of the Faithful
one of the following may be used or 
adapted according to local needs

•	 For young people, may they 
grow in Christ

•	 For all who work with young 
people,  
may they show leadership and 
compassion.

Opportunities  
and Challenges

•	 How can young people be 
nourished by Sunday liturgy 
through the year?

•	 What opportunities are there 
for the formation of young people as liturgical ministers?

Links
•	 Birmingam Catholic Youth Services 

https://www.kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk/ 
•	 Catholic Youth Ministry Federation  

http://cymfed.org.uk
•	 Vatican — World Youth Day  

http://www.vatican.va/gmg/documents/
•	 YouCat - a resource for developing the faith of young people 

https://youcat.org/

Prayer
O God, who gave one origin to all peoples
and willed to gather from them  
one family for yourself, 
fill all hearts of all young people, we pray,  
with the fire of your love 
and kindle in them a desire 
for the just advancement of their neighbour, 
that, through the good things  
which you richly bestow upon all, 
each human person may be brought  
to perfection, 
every division may be removed, 
and equity and justice may be established  
in human society.

Roman Missal (adapted)


