St Nicholas World Development Grou P supports the Feed My Lamb School in Uganda
and projects in Romania and Albania, and extends an invitation to any parishioner who may be interested in at-

tending their Annual General Meeting. You will be most welcome.

The AGM will be held at 6 pm on Monday, January 26th
in the Benedict Room behind St Nicholas Church

Proposed Parish Pilgrimage to Rome
Monday 26th to Weds 28th October

Following the ‘relaxed’ parish pilgrimage to Paris last October
a similar pilgrimage is planned for this coming October - and
this time to Rome.

Pilgrims book their own travel and accommodation, according
to their preferences - maybe arriving earlier or staying on for a
few days; maybe staying in budget accommodation or in luxury!

The Pilgrimage will offer accompanied visits to the major ba-
silicas of St John Lateran, St Peter’s; St Mary Major and St Paul
outside the Walls. The pilgrimage will likely offer also the op-
portunity to visit to the excavations under St Peter’s, to the
Catacombs and to other places of interest.

Pilgrims are free to join
or skip any visits as
they see fit

If you are interested &§
please register that in-
terest with Fr Allen by [
email before the end
of January (nb without
any obligation!)

VACANCY: Part time Supervisor
for the Newman Centre

The Newman Centre is a work of the parish of St Nicholas,
offering the resources of a community centre to the groups
and individuals in Boldmere and around.

There is a vacancy for a Part-time Supervisor, working c10
hours a week as required, and with regular opportunities
also for overtime. Wage is £12.72 ph.

For more information please contact Kaye O’Keeffe, the hall
manager - by email at newmancc.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk
or by phone at 0121 321 2285.

Parish Scripture Group

Weds 28th January 8-9pm

A monthly meeting in the Benedict Room
to explore the Sunday Scriptures for the
month ahead.

The group will share their reflections and
questions on the Church’s readings for
Sunday Mass during Lent. The readings for
those Sundays can be down loaded using
the link below.

www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/
scripture-group.html

Parish Priest: Fr Allen Morris

St Nicholas Catholic Church, Boldmere

Address: 243 Jockey Rd., Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5US
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E-mail: stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk Telephone: 0121 354 1763
Parish Blog: www.stnicholasboldmere.wordpress.com

Cluster blog: www.catholicsuttoncoldfield.wordpress.com

Deacon: Rev John Garvey

Our Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216

JANUARY 2026: PARISH MASSES This week

URGENTLY NEEDED

1. New members for cleaners rota
Our teams of church cleaners are greatly
depleted.

Can you spare an hour a month to
help ensure the church is clean and
ready for our gathering for Sunday
worship? Different teams meet at dif-
ferent times/days because of work
commitments and availability. If you
would like to offer to help please see Fr
Allen, Lesley Devlin or email stnicho-
las.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk

. New members for team of money
counters
Counting the Sunday collection is done
every two weeks and takes less than an
hour. We need two or three people to
help with the work, ideally having two
teams of two each, each ‘doing the
count’ once a week. If you would like to
offer to help please see Fr Allen or email
stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk

S |17 |6pm For the parish
sul18 Sam IN onngz;lﬂ'?lG: Jospeh Drozd RIP
11am Paul Craig RIP (Craig)
M |19 |10am St Wulstan | Victor Carneiro and parents RIP
T (20| 10am Sarah Broom RIP
W | 21 |10am | (W. Anointing) St Agnes | Peter and Gertrude Caston RIP
Th|22
Fr |23 (7pm Dorothy Bayross and family RIP
S |24 |6pm 3RD SUNDAY | -uke Gill RIP (Gill)
S| 25 =" Gy of the Word ofGod [+ e
T1am Eileen McDermott RIP (McD)

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 21st January at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00;
Saturday 5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Mary Green, Stephen
Gateley, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies; & Lesley Devlin. Please pray for
Dean Finlan (assistant at the Newman Centre), Tony Broom, Joseph Aning
and Pat Ord who died recently and for Jean Lawlor whose funeral mass
is here at 1030am on Tues 3rd Feb and for all whose anniversary is at this
time including Paul Craig Kathleen Cecil, Lea Burke & Michael Venables.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

Do YOU
[ ]
have a parish
] (] 7
parking permit?
These permits are issued to parish min-
isters (eg church cleaners and garden-
ers) and those attending parish groups
(eg SVP, Parish Pastoral Council, Art
Group, Scripture Group) who need to

use the parish carpark at times not cov-
ered by the regular blackouts for Mass.

Many of these are now due to be re-is-
sued. If you have such a permit then
please go complete the form at

www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/
parish-parking.html

to apply for the permit to be renewed.
Leaders/coordinators of ministers and
groups please remind your members of
the need for permits to be renewed!
Please do this
before the 25th January !

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER.

1. Parish Morning Prayer: Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2. On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.

3. Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com

4. The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth
when we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again
after the Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 /
Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 / 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 / John 1:29-34

TIME FOR A PANTO?
Snow White and the 7 Dwarfs
Sutton Town Hall,4 - 7 Feb

Funeral of Tony Broom
1230, 20/2 @ Holy Trinity.

A special offer for the Wed and
Thur performances: All tickets
£13.50. (Tickets for Fri and both
Sat performances are £16 adults,
£15 concessions or a family of 2
adults & 2 children £57)

To get the discounted tickets ring
07960 869250/ email teresa317@
hotmail.co.uk

Pope Leo and Vatican Il

A fresh catechesis on
Vatican II, and its call for
renewal of the Church
and her mission, is being
offered by Leo each
Wednesday. Find them at
https://bit.ly/4jGCYVH

i.xi;,"‘m'fﬁv;iia_ | ‘ﬁen:i
AL welcome -

7 his Sunday 1.30 to 2.30pm
Sunday Friends welcomes everyone
especially people with learning disabilities
or autism and their families who are at the
heart of the group. Come together to cel-
ebrate Easter, to have fun, sing and build
friendships. All are welcome.

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at
anytime in our carpark. Automatic free parking is available too on Sat
5.30pmto 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm. At other times, please - if in church
or here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

-

JOURNEY IN FAITH - |
Not Catholic but want to
know more about our faith?
You are warmly invited =
to Come and take partin [
the series of meetingsin |
the Benedict Room (up
the outside ramp behind
the church) at 7pm this

Monday. All are welcome!

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose.
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on
0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks;
Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

SUNDAY COLLECTION

It will greatly assist the parish in many
ways if parishioners were able to make
their weekly offering either by Standing
Order (forms available on newsletter ta-
ble) or by using the Card machine (by
the same table). As always, if people are
able to Gift Aid their donation (wheth-
er using SO or card machine) this too
makes a great difference.




The Introductory Rites
Opening Song

Penitential Act
Gloria

We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Glory to God...

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
You are seated at the right hand,

of the Father, have mercy on us.

Glory to God...

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.
The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’
And now the LORD says,
he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him —
for I am honoured in the eyes of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength —
he says: ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my

servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob

and to bring back the preserved of Israel;

I will make you as a light for the nations,

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’

Ps 40(39):2, 4ab. 7-8a. 8b-9. 10

I waited, I waited for the LORD,

and he stooped down to me; he heard my cry.
He put a new song into my mouth,

praise of our God.

You delight not in sacrifice and offering,

but in an open ear.

You do not ask for holocaust and sin offering.
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come.’

In the scroll of the book it stands written of me:
‘T delight to do your will, O my God,

your instruction lies deep within me.’

Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will.

Your uprightness I have proclaimed
in the great assembly.

My lips I have not sealed;

you know it, O LORD.

1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Paul, called by the will of God to be an Apostle of
Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God thatis in Corinth, to those sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with
all those who in every place call upon the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation Together, we sing and say:
Alleluia, alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us; to all who did receive him, he gave the au-
thority to become children of God. Alleluia.

John 1:29-34

At that time: John saw Jesus coming towards him, and
said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, “After me
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was
before me.” I myself did not know him, but for this
purpose I came baptising with water, that he might
be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: ‘I saw
the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it re-
mained on him. [ myself did not know him, but he
who sent me to baptise with water said to me, “He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is
he who baptises with the Holy Spirit.” And I have seen
and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.’

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All:  Through our lives and by our prayers,
your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who rescues you from
death.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus

The mystery of faith

The Communion Rite

Communion thanksgiving

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Scripture readings: The English Standard Version of the Bible, Catholic Edition, copyright 2017 by Crossway. The Psalms: Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018
USCCB. Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy. Songs: Storrington Mass: Gloria, Sanctus and
Memorial Acclamation. Marty Haugen, Tune: © 2010, GIA Publications, Inc. ;Praise to you, O Christ. © 1986, Bernadette Farrell. OCP Publications; Bless the Lord: Text is in
public domain; This is my body.: Owens/Lundy, Peter Jacobs. ©1978 Kevin Mayhew Ltd All rights reserved.; In the Lord Text: Public Domain. Texts of copyrighted songs
are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-A-742254. All rights reserved.

Pope Leo on God’s Self-Revelation

The Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum, on the
divine Revelation is one of the most beautiful and
important of the Council and, to introduce it, it
may be helpful to recall the words of Jesus: “No
longer do I call you servants, for the servant does
not know what his master is doing; but I have called
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Fa-
ther I have made known to you” (Jn 15:15). This
is a fundamental point of Christian faith, which
Dei Verbum reminds us of: Jesus Christ radically
transforms man’s relationship with God, which is
henceforth a relationship of friendship. Therefore,
the only condition of the new covenant is love.

Saint Augustine, comments on this Gospel passage,
and insists on the perspective of grace, which alone
can make us friends of God in his Son. Indeed, an
ancient motto stated: “friendship is born between
equals, or makes them so”. We are not equal to God,
but God himself makes us similar to Him in his Son.

In Jesus, God makes us sons and daughters, and
calls us to become like Him, albeit in our fragile
humanity. Our resemblance to God, then, is not
reached through transgression and sin, as the ser-
pent suggests to Eve (cf. Gen 3:5), but in our rela-
tionship with the Son made man.

Dei Verbum also reminds us that God speaks to us.
It is important to recognize the difference between
words and chatter: chatter stops at the surface and
does not achieve communion between people, but
in authentic relationships, the word serves not only
to exchange information and news, but to reveal
who we are. The word possesses a revelatory dimen-
sion that creates a relationship with the other. By
speaking to us, God reveals himself to us as an Ally
who invites us into friendship with Him.

From this perspective, the first attitude to cultivate
is listening, so that the divine Word may penetrate
our minds and our hearts; at the same time, we are
required to speak with God, not to communicate to
him what He already knows, but to reveal ourselves
to ourselves. For more see link

provided on page 4




