
How will you use Lent to 
deepen your life in Christ?

Why not come to church and spend 
time in prayer on the Fridays of Lent.

We will have Mass at 7pm - including 
a brief teaching about  ways of  prayer 

(see below); Exposition of the  
Blessed Sacrament  

and an opportunity 
 for Confession  -  

and all over by 8pm!
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January 2026: Parish Masses This week

S 24 6pm 3RD SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday of the Word of God

Luke Gill RIP (Gill)

Su 25
9am For the parish

11am Eileen McDermott RIP (McD)

M 26 10am Ss Timoty and Titus Carneiro dec'd family and friends

T 27 10am James Fahey RIP (Devane)

W 28 10am St Thomas Aquinas David and AnneMarrie (Cotton)

Th 29

Fr 30 7pm Rosin Panting RIP (McWilliams)

S 31 6pm
4TH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME

For the parish

Su 1
9am For Dc'd  of the McGee family (D)

11am Eileen McDermott RIP (McD)

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 4th March at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00; 
Saturday 5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Mary Green, Stephen 
Gateley, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies; & Lesley Devlin. Please pray for  
Tony Broom whose funeral was on 20/1; for Jean Lawlor (funeral mass 
here at 1030am, Tues 3/2); for John Gillen (funeral here at 10am, 4/2; for 
Joseph Aning (funeral here at 1130 on 6/2), Pat Ord (funeral here on 17/2 at 
11am);  and Belen George (funeral here on 20/2 at 11am), and for all whose 
anniversary is at this time including Gerard McGrath, Michael Venables, Kizah 
Johnson. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1.	Parish Morning Prayer:  Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2.	On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.
3.	Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com
4.	The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth 

when we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again 
after the Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12–
13 / Psalm 146:6–10 / 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 / Matthew 5:1–12a  

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at 
anytime in our carpark.  Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to 
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  At other times, please - if in church 
or here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding 
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures 
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. 
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 
0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.  
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of  

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; 
Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

JOURNEY IN FAITH
Not Catholic but want to 
know more about our faith? 
You are warmly invited 
to Come and take part 
in the series of meetings 
in the Parish House at 
7pm this Monday. All are 
welcome!

Parish Scripture Group 
Weds 28th January 8-9pm
A monthly meeting in the Benedict Room 
to explore  the Sunday Scriptures for the 
month ahead.
The group will share their reflections and 
questions on the Church’s readings for Sun-
day Masses in Lent. Those readings can be 
downloaded using the link below.
 � www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/

scripture-group.html

Do YOU  
have a parish  

parking permit?
These permits are issued to parish min-
isters (eg church cleaners and garden-
ers) and those attending parish groups 
(eg SVP, Parish Pastoral Council, Art 
Group, Scripture Group) who need to 
use the parish carpark at times not cov-
ered by the regular blackouts for Mass.
Many of these are now due to be re-is-
sued. If you have such a permit then 
please go complete the form at 
www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/
parish-parking.html
to apply for the permit to be renewed. 
Leaders/coordinators of ministers and 
groups please remind your members of 
the need for permits to be renewed!

Please do this  
before the 25th January !

St Nicholas World Development Group supports the Feed My Lamb School in Ugan-
da and projects in Romania and Albania, and extends an invitation to any parishioner who may be interest-
ed in attending their Annual General Meeting. You will be most welcome. The AGM will be held at 6 
pm on Monday, January 26th  in the Benedict Room behind St Nicholas Church

SUNDAY COLLECTION
It will greatly assist the parish in many 
ways if parishioners were able to make 
their weekly offering either by Standing 
Order (forms available on newsletter ta-
ble) or by using the Card machine (by 
the same table). As always, if people are 
able to Gift Aid their donation (wheth-
er using SO or card machine) this too 
makes a great difference.

PRAYING...

20 
Feb

‘Who Jesus  
is for me.’

27  
Feb

...with  
stillness  
exercises

6  
Mar

...with the 
Examen

13 
Mar

... with sa-
cred images

20 
Mar

... with the 
Scriptures

27 
Mar ... for others

The Funeral service for Dean Finlan is being held at 12noon on 
12th Feb at St Wilfred’s Catholic Church Shawsdale Road B36 8LL. 

Lent begins on Ash Wedneday, 18th February. Our parish mass-
es will be at 10am and 7pm. Ash Wednesday this year falls during 
half term - families with school children are warmly invited to help 
their children make the most of Lent by coming to one of these 
masses and receive the ashes.

The celebration of the Triduum comes at the  
end of Lent All are warmly invited to our celebration of the Mass of 
the Lord’s Supper at 7pm, the Good Friday Liturgy at 3pm and the 
Easter Vigil at 8pm.  

Children preparing to receive the sacraments of Communion 
and Confirmation are especially welcome. The celebrations offer 
a profound and accessible way of engaging with the Paschal Mys-
tery. The children preparing for the sacraments are invited to help 
with these very special celebrations - joining in the foot-washing; 
the veneration of the cross and the lighting of the fire and baptis-
mal candles! Create memories - and celebrate faith!!

     To mark Holocaust Memorial Day 2020, 
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, Archbishop 
of Canterbury Justin Welby and Senior 
Imam Qari Asim have written a special 
prayer for our use on Tuesday.

Loving God, we come to you with heavy 
hearts, remembering the six million Jew-

ish people murdered during the Holocaust.
In the horrors of that history, when so many 

groups were targeted because of their identity, and in genocides which 
followed, we recognise destructive prejudices that drive people apart.
Forgive us when we give space to fear, negativity and hatred of oth-
ers, simply because they are different from us.
In the light of God, we see everyone as equally precious manifesta-
tions of the Divine, and can know the courage to face the darkness.
Through our prayers and actions, help us to stand together with 
those who are suffering, so that light may banish all darkness, love 
will prevail over hate and good will triumph over evil. Amen

Proposed Parish Pilgrimage to Rome
Monday 26th to Weds 28th October

Following the ‘relaxed’ parish pilgrimage to Paris last October 
a similar pilgrimage is planned for this coming October - and 
this time to Rome.
Pilgrims book their own travel and accommodation, according 
to their preferences - maybe arriving earlier or staying on for a 
few days; maybe staying in budget accommodation or in luxury!
The Pilgrimage will offer accompanied visits to  the major basil-
icas of St John Lateran, St Peter’s; St Mary Major and St Paul out-
side the Walls. The pilgrimage will likely offer also the opportu-
nity to visit to the excavations under St Peter’s, to the Catacombs 
and to other places of interest.
Pilgrims are free to join or skip 
any visits as they see fit
If you are interested please regis-
ter that interest with Fr Allen by 
email before the end of January 
(nb without any obligation!)



And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and every afflic-
tion among the people.

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: 	   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory �

Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas, Deus ibi est
(Where there is charity and love, there is God.)

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus

The mystery of faith

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving 
Prayer after Communion
Concluding Rites

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now I’m found, 
was blind, but now I see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear  
the hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come.  
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me; 
his word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures.

Penitential Act
Gloria

We praise you, we bless you, 
 we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Glory to God...
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand,  
of the Father, have mercy on us.
Glory to God... 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,                                                                                         
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Isaiah 9:1b-4

In the former time the Lord brought into contempt 
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 
the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, 
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 
with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they di-
vide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff 
for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian.

Ps 27(26):1. 4. 13-14

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
whom should I dread? 

There is one thing I ask of the LORD, only this do I seek:
to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD,
to enquire at his temple. 
I believe I shall see the LORD’s goodness
in the land of the living.
Wait for the LORD; be strong;
be stout-hearted, and wait for the LORD! 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
united in the same mind and the same judgement. 
For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 
there is quarrelling among you, my brothers and sis-
ters. What I mean is that each one of you says, ‘I fol-
low Paul’, or ‘I follow Apollos’, or ‘I follow Cephas’, or 
‘I follow Christ.’ Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified 
for you? Or were you baptised in the name of Paul? For 
Christ did not send me to baptise but to preach the 
gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest 
the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

Gospel Acclamation�  
Together we sing/say: Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus 
proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom and healed 
every affliction among the people. Alleluia.

Matthew 4:12-23
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he 
withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went 
and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory 
of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: ‘The land of Ze-
bulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, be-
yond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles — the people 
dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for 
those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on 
them a light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began 
to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.’
While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two broth-
ers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his broth-
er, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 
And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.’ Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. And going on from there he saw two 
other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his 
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mend-
ing their nets, and he called them. Immediately they 
left the boat and their father and followed him.

Acknowledgements Scripture readings: The English Standard Version of the 
Bible, Catholic Edition, copyright 2017 by Crossway. The Psalms: Abbey Psalms and 
Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Mis-
sal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy.  Songs: Storrington 
Mass: Gloria, Sanctus and Memorial Acclamation. Marty Haugen,Tune: © 2010, 
GIA Publications, Inc.; Amazing grace! Text: John Newton (1725-1807); Ubi caritas 
© 1978 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé; Oh the word of my Lord. Damian Lundy Text: © 
1978, Kevin Mayhew. Texts of copyrighted songs are reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE, License #A-A-742254. All rights reserved. 

Pope Leo: What and how Jesus teaches
It is not only the death and resurrection of Jesus that 
save us and gather us together, but his very person: 
the Lord who becomes incarnate, is born, heals, 
teaches, suffers, dies, rises again, and remains among 
us. Therefore, to honour the grandeur of the Incarna-
tion, it is not enough to consider Jesus as the channel 
for transmitting intellectual truths. Jesus has a real 
body, and the communication of God’s truth is real-
ized in that body, with its own way of perceiving and 
experiencing reality, with its own way of inhabiting 
and traversing the world. Jesus himself invites us to 
share his perspective on reality: ‘Look at the birds of 
the air,’ he says, ‘they do not sow or reap or store away 
in barns. Yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not worth more than they?’ (Mt 6:26).

Brothers and sisters, by following Jesus’ path to the 
very end, we arrive at the certainty that nothing can 
separate us from God’s love: ‘If God is for us,’ Saint 
Paul writes, ‘who can be against us? He did not spare 
his own Son, [...] how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things?’ (Romans 8:31)
similar to Him in his Son. � Audience, 21/1/25

URGENTLY NEEDED
New members for cleaners rota:  Can you spare 
an hour a month to help ensure the church is clean 
and ready for our gathering for Sunday worship? 
Different teams meet at different times/days be-
cause of work commitments and availability. If you 
can offer to help please see Fr Allen, Lesley Devlin 
or email stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk
New money counters: Our Sunday collections 
are counted fortnightly. It takes less than an hour. 
We need two or three people to help with the 
work, ideally having two teams of two each, each 
‘doing the count’ once a month. To offer to help 
please see Fr Allen or email stnicholas.boldmere@
rcaob.org.uk


