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February 2026: Parish Masses This week

S 31 6pm
4TH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME

For the parish

Su 1
9am For Dc'd  of the McGee family (D)

11am Eileen McDermott RIP (McD)

M 2 1030 Presentation of the Lord In Thanksgiving (Devlin)

T 3 10am St Werberg Tony Broom RIP (Redmond)

W 4 10am Rosin Panting RIP (McWilliams)

Th 5 St Agatha

Fr 6 7pm St Paul Miki and companions Norin Mulligan RIP (Mulligan)

S 7 6pm
5TH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME

Luke Gill RIP (Gill)

Su 8
9am Martin Coffey RIP (Drozd)

11am For the parish

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 4th March at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00; 
Saturday 5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Mary Green, Stephen 
Gateley, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies; & Lesley Devlin. Please pray for  for 
Jean Lawlor (funeral mass here at 1030am, Tues 3/2); for John Gillen (funeral 
here at 10am, 4/2; for Joseph Aning (funeral here at 1130 on 6/2), Pat Ord 
(funeral here on 17/2 at 11am);  and Belen George (funeral here on 20/2 at 
11am), and for all whose anniversary is at this time including Gerard McGrath, 
Michael Venables, Kizah Johnson. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may 
they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1. Parish Morning Prayer:  Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2.	On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.
3. Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com
4. The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth when 

we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again after the
Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12–13 / Psalm
146:6–10 / 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 / Matthew 5:1–12a

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at 
anytime in our carpark.  Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to 
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  At other times, please - if in church or 
here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding 
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures 
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. 
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 
230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.  
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of  

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy 
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

JOURNEY IN FAITH
Not Catholic but want to 
know more about our faith? 
You are warmly invited 
to Come and take part 
in the series of meetings 
in the Parish House at 
7pm this Monday. All are 
welcome!

How will you use Lent to 
deepen your life in Christ?

Why not come to church and spend 
time in prayer on the Fridays of Lent.

We will have Mass at 7pm - includ-
ing a brief teaching about  ways of  

prayer (see below); Exposition of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  

and an opportunity 
 for Confession  -  

and all over by 8pm!

PRAYING...

20 
Feb

‘Who Jesus  
is for me.’

27 
Feb

...with 
stillness 
exercises

6 
Mar

...with the 
Examen

13 
Mar

... with sa-
cred images

20 
Mar

... with the 
Scriptures

27 
Mar ... for others

Dean Finlan’s funeral service 
is at 12noon on 12th Feb at  
St Wilfred’s Catholic Church 
Shawsdale Rd B36 8LL. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 18th February. Our parish masses will be at 10am and 7pm. Ash Wednes-
day this year falls during half term - families with school children are warmly invited to help their children 
make the most of Lent by coming to one of these masses and receive the ashes.

The celebration of the Triduum comes at the  end of Lent All are warmly invited to our cel-
ebration of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7pm, the Good Friday Liturgy at 3pm and the Easter Vigil at 8pm.  

Children preparing to receive the sacraments of Communion and Confirmation are especially wel-
come. The celebrations offer a profound and accessible way of engaging with the Paschal Mystery. The chil-
dren preparing for the sacraments are invited to help with these very special celebrations - joining in the 
foot-washing; the veneration of the cross and the lighting of the fire and baptismal candles! Create memo-
ries - and celebrate faith!!

Dear Parish Ministers

First of all, a further thank you for all that you do in 
serving our parish. Your service as church cleaners, gar-
deners, catechists, readers, musicians and singers, serv-
ers, welcomers, offertory ministers; money-counters, 
makers of teas and coffees, ministers of Holy Commun-
ion, members of the Parish Pastoral Council, and Finance 
Committee and in other ways too makes a vital contribu-
tion to the life of our community. Thank you!

I write to invite you to a quiet afternoon during Lent to 
reflect on our ministries and to find and offer support to 
each other for what we do.

The afternoon will be held in the church and Benedict/
McEvilly rooms on Sunday March 8th. It will begin at 
3pm and end by 6.30pm.

All of our parish ministers are invited to the afternoon. The 
main prepared input for the afternoon will be two presenta-
tions that relate to the communion of the Church – the call 
and privilege that is ours: to be one with Jesus in his life and 
his mission; and to Jesus’ call that his Church reach out to 
those who are most in need of the Gospel of God’s love and 
mercy, but who can feel excluded by and from the Church.

The afternoon will also include plenty of time for relaxing 
and sharing thoughts and ideas with each other. This makes 
your participation even more important, because as we plan 
for our future as a parish , we need to be helped by the experi-
ence, reflections and understandings of each one of us.

So do please put the event in your diary – and if you can 
encourage others to come along too, please do. 

To help with the catering – for there will be refreshments! 
– please e-mail me to let me know whether or not you are
able to come.

With best wishes for this (still) New Year and, in particu-
lar, for the coming season of Lent 

Fr Allen

What we do at Mass ...
BOWING
“Zedekiah was one and twenty years old 
when he began to reign... And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord 
his God, and humbled not himself before 
Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the 
mouth of the Lord. Instead he stiffened 
his neck and hardened his heart from 
turning unto the Lord God of Israel....”

Unbending, unyielding,  
unacknowledging of God or man. 

Without a supple neck 
how could I greet a neighbour in a crowd? 
how could I tell my child she is doing well? 
how could I express my grief and shame?  
how could I assent without interrupting? 
how could I show sadness  
    in the face of suffering? 
how could I show solidarity 
   with one who speaks? 
how could I offer my silent respect 
   to a great lady?
how could I honour  an eminent man?
how could I acknowledge  
the verdict of my peers?

... simply silently, wordlessly?

How could I surrender to the blessing 
of the One who alone  
can deliver me out of death?

How could I acknowledge 
 that there is only one Name 
 by which I can be saved -  

   the name of Jesus. 

Mark Searle



O may this bounteous God  
through all our life be near us,  
with ever joyful hearts  
and blessed peace to cheer us;  
and keep us still in grace,  
and guide us when perplexed;  
and free us from all ills,  
in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God  
the Father now be given;  
the Son, and him who reigns  
with them in highest heaven;  
the one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore;  
for thus it was, is now,and shall be evermore. 

cute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven.’

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: 	   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory �

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads you into life.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus

The mystery of faith

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving 

Now thank we all our God,  
with heart and hands and voices,  
who wondrous things has done,  
in whom this world rejoices;  
who from our mothers’ arms 
has blessed us on our way  
with countless gifts of love,  
and still is ours today. 

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

Blest are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see our God; 
the secret of the Lord is theirs, 
their heart is Christ’s abode.

The Lord, who left the heavens, 
our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell in lowliness with men, 
their pattern and their King.

Still to the lowly soul 
he does himself impart, 
and for his dwelling and his throne 
chooses the pure in heart.

Lord, we thy presence seek; 
may ours this blessing be; 
give us a pure and lowly heart, 
a temple meet for Thee.

Penitential Act
Gloria

We praise you, we bless you, 
 we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Glory to God...
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand,  
of the Father, have mercy on us.
Glory to God... 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,                                                                                         
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, who do his just 
commands; seek righteousness; seek humility; perhaps 
you may be hidden on the day of the anger of the LORD.
I will leave in your midst a people humble and lowly. 
They shall seek refuge in the name of the LORD, those 
who are left in Israel; they shall do no injustice and 

speak no lies, nor shall there be found in their mouth 
a deceitful tongue. For they shall graze and lie down, 
and none shall make them afraid.

Ps 146(145):6c-7. 8-9a. 9b-10. 

It is the LORD who preserves fidelity for ever,
who does justice to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the LORD who sets prisoners free. 

The LORD who opens the eyes of the blind,
the LORD who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the LORD who loves the just,
the LORD who protects the stranger. 

The LORD upholds the orphan and the widow,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The LORD will reign for ever,
your God, O Sion, from age to age. 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Consider your calling, brothers and sisters: not many 
of you were wise according to worldly standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that 
are, so that no human being might boast in the presence 
of God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption; so that, as it is written, 
‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’

Gospel Acclamation
Together we sing/say: Alleluia, alleluia. Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven. Alleluia.

Matthew 5:1-12a
At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the 
mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, 
saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heav-
en. Blessed are you when others revile you and perse-
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Pope Leo: The Living Word of God
Vatican II affirms: “There exists a close connection 
and communication between sacred tradition 
and Sacred Scripture. For both of them, flowing 
from the same divine wellspring, in a certain way 
merge into a unity and tend toward the same end” 
(Ecclesial Tradition branches out throughout history 
through the Church, which preserves, interprets 
and embodies the Word of God. ‘Sacred Scripture is 
written principally in the Church’s heart rather than 
in documents and records”, that is, in the sacred text.
This tradition which comes from the Apostles devel-
ops in the Church with the help of the Holy Spirit” . 
This occurs with full comprehension through “con-
templation and study made by believers”, through 
“a penetrating understanding of the spiritual real-
ities which they experience” and, above all, with 
the preaching of the successors of the apostles who 
have received “the sure gift of truth”. In short, “the 
Church, in her teaching, life and worship, perpetu-
ates and hands on to all generations all that she her-
self is, all that she believes”

Saint Gregory the Great said: “The Sacred Scriptures 
grow with the one who reads them”.  The Word of 
God is not fossilized, but a living and organic reality 
that develops and grows in Tradition. Thanks to the 
Holy Spirit, Tradition understands it in the richness 
of its truth and embodies it in the shifting coordi-
nates of history. In this regard John Henry Newman 
affirmed that Christianity, both as a communal expe-
rience and as a doctrine, is a dynamic reality, in the 
manner indicated by Jesus himself in the parables of 
the seed (cf. Mk 4:26-29): a living reality that develops 
thanks to an inner vital force.  � Audience, 28/1/25

URGENTLY NEEDED: New members for 
cleaners rota:  Can you spare an hour a month 
to help ensure the church is clean and ready for 
our gathering for Sunday worship? Teams meet at 
different times/days because of work commitments 
and availability. If you can offer to help please s 
email stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk


