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February 2026: Parish Masses This week

S 7 6pm
5TH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME

Luke Gill RIP (Gill)

Su 8
9am Martin Coffey RIP (Drozd)

11am For the parish

M 9 10am Ints Bp David Oakley (Cotton)

T 10 0930 St Scholastica Reuben Makepeace RIP (Makepeace)

W 11

Th 12

Fr 13

S 14 6pm
6TH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME

For the parish

Su 15
9am Pat Ord RD (Baird)

11am Ints Rita Rhodes

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 4th March at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00; Saturday 
5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Stephen Gateley, Mary 
Daniels, Brenda Davies; & Lesley Devlin. Please pray for Pat Ord (whose 
funeral Mass is here on Tues 17/2 at 11am);  and Belen George (funeral Mass 
here on Fri 20/2 at 11am), and for all whose anniversary is at this time including 
Noel Moffitt, Robert Perks, Betty Perks, Timothy O’Leary. Eternal rest grant 
unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1.	Parish Morning Prayer:  Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2.	On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.
3.	Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com
4.	The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth when 

we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again after the 
Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12–13 / Psalm 
146:6–10 / 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 / Matthew 5:1–12a  

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at 
anytime in our carpark.  Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to 
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  At other times, please - if in church or 
here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding 
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures 
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. 
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 
230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.  
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of  

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy 
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

JOURNEY IN FAITH
Not Catholic but want to know 
more about our faith? You 
are warmly invited to Come 
and take part in the series of 
meetings in the Parish House 
at 7pm this Monday. All are 
welcome!

How will you use Lent to 
deepen your life in Christ?

Why not come to church and spend 
time in prayer on the Fridays of Lent.

We will have Mass at 7pm - includ-
ing a brief teaching about  ways of  

prayer (see below); Exposition of the  
Blessed  Sacrament  and an opportu-

nity for Confession  -  
and all over by 8pm!

	  
PRAYING...

20 
Feb

‘Who Jesus  
is for me.’

27  
Feb

...with stillness  
exercises

6  
Mar

...with the 
Examen

13 
Mar

... with sacred 
images

20 
Mar

... with the 
Scriptures

27 
Mar ... for others

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 18th February. Our parish masses will be at 10am and 7pm. Ash Wednes-
day this year falls during half term - families with school children are warmly invited to help their children 
make the most of Lent by coming to one of these masses and receive the ashes.

The celebration of the Triduum comes at the  end of Lent All are warmly invited to our cel-
ebration of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7pm, the Good Friday Liturgy at 3pm and the Easter Vigil at 8pm.  

Children preparing to receive the sacraments of Communion and Confirmation are especially wel-
come. The celebrations offer a profound and accessible way of engaging with the Paschal Mystery. The chil-
dren preparing for the sacraments are invited to help with these very special celebrations - joining in the 
foot-washing; the veneration of the cross and the lighting of the fire and baptismal candles! Create memo-
ries - and celebrate faith!!

Dear Parish Ministers

First of all, a further thank you for all that you do in 
serving our parish. Your service as church cleaners, gar-
deners, catechists, readers, musicians and singers, serv-
ers, welcomers, offertory ministers; money-counters, 
makers of teas and coffees, ministers of Holy Commun-
ion, members of the Parish Pastoral Council, and Finance 
Committee and in other ways too makes a vital contribu-
tion to the life of our community. Thank you!

I write to invite you to a quiet afternoon during Lent to 
reflect on our ministries and to find and offer support to 
each other for what we do.

The afternoon will be held in the church and Benedict/
McEvilly rooms on Sunday March 8th. It will begin at 
3pm and end by 6.30pm.

All of our parish ministers are invited to the afternoon. The 
main prepared input for the afternoon will be two presenta-
tions that relate to the communion of the Church – the call 
and privilege that is ours: to be one with Jesus in his life and 
his mission; and to Jesus’ call that his Church reach out to 
those who are most in need of the Gospel of God’s love and 
mercy, but who can feel excluded by and from the Church.

The afternoon will also include plenty of time for relaxing 
and sharing thoughts and ideas with each other. This makes 
your participation even more important, because as we plan 
for our future as a parish , we need to be helped by the experi-
ence, reflections and understandings of each one of us.

So do please put the event in your diary – and if you can 
encourage others to come along too, please do. 

To help with the catering – for there will be refreshments! 
– please e-mail me to let me know whether or not you are 
able to come.

With best wishes for this (still) New Year and, in particu-
lar, for the coming season of Lent 

Fr Allen

Scripture Group
During Lent this year we hear three of the 
great stories from John’s Gospel - Jesus 
meeting with the Samaritan woman, the 
healing of the man born blind, the rais-
ing of Lazarus. Have a read of the passag-
es - you will find them with all the Lent 
readings at. And then come along to the 
next meeting to share your thoughts and 
questions - and hear those of others! - at 
the next meeting of the parish Scripture 
Group at 8pm on Weds 25th February.

Cake Sale
Thank you to the youngsters who have 
been baking for the cake sale after all 
Masses today. Proceeds are going to the 
World Development Group to support 
Feed My Lambs school

Time for us to think...
A recent inspection of the 
church highlighted a number of 
maintenance works to attend to. The 
plan is to do this in synch with re-
decorating the church, and possibly 
a number of changes to better fit 
the building to our present needs. 
More info is in a paper available as 
you leave Mass today. There will be 
an Open parish meeting soon to 
respond to questions, before a formal 
consultation process.

Also we need to think about Sunday 
Mass times. How do we best set them 
to meet changing needs and fewer  
priests available to serve the needs 
of larger parishes? More details next 
week.

MASS FOR MARRIAGE
An invitation to married couples, those 
celebrating a milestone anniversary and 
those preparing to marry this year to take 
part in a Mass of Thanksgiving.

Celebrant: Bishop Richard Walker

Saturday 2nd May 2026,  
12 noon 
at St. Chad’s Cathedral, Birmingham 
followed by light refreshments

Let us know you are coming (by 19 April) 
at www.vocations.org.uk/marriage-mass



Communion thanksgiving 

Prayer after Communion
Concluding Rites

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: 	   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory �

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus

The mystery of faith

The Communion Rite

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

Penitential Act
Gloria

We praise you, we bless you, 
 we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Glory to God...
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand,  
of the Father, have mercy on us.
Glory to God... 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,                                                                                         
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Isaiah 58:6-10

Thus says the Lord: Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break 
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hun-
gry and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide 
yourself from your own flesh?
Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and 
your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteous-
ness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD shall 
be your rearguard.

Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you 
shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away 
the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, 
and speaking wickedness, if you pour yourself out for 
the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then 
shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be 
as the noonday.

Ps 112(111):4-5. 6-7. 8a, 9
A light rises in the darkness for the upright;
he is generous, merciful, and righteous.

It goes well for the man who deals generously and lends,
who conducts his affairs with justice. 

He will never be moved;
for ever shall the upright be remembered.
He has no fear of evil news;
with a firm heart, he trusts in the LORD. 

With a steadfast heart he will not fear.
Open-handed, he gives to the poor;
his justice stands firm for ever.
His might shall be exalted in glory.  

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
I, when I came to you, brothers and sisters, did not 
come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with 
lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know noth-
ing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much 
trembling, and my speech and my message were not 
in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not 
rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Gospel Acclamation
Together we sing/say: Alleluia, alleluia. I am the 
light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me 
will have the light of life. Alleluia.

Matthew 5:13-16
At that time: Jesus said to his disciples, ‘You are the salt 
of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its salt-
iness be restored? It is no longer good for anything ex-
cept to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.
‘You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put 
it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.’

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed
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2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy.  Songs: Storrington Mass: Gloria, Sanctus and Memorial Acclama-
tion. Marty Haugen, Tune: © 2010, GIA Publications, Inc.; The Light of Christ © Donald Fishel 1974, 1982; All That I Am  Sebas-
tian Temple. Text and music © 1967, OCP. All rights reserved; Word made flesh. Sr Virginia Vissing, SSVM.   Texts of copyrighted 
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Pope Leo: God’s word to us...  
The Conciliar Constitution Dei Verbum speaks of the 
Sacred Scriptures, read in the living Tradition of the 
Church, as a privileged space for encounter where 
God continues to speak to the men and women of 
every time, so that, by listening, they can know him 
and love him. The biblical texts were not written in 
a heavenly or superhuman language. As daily life 
teaches us, two people who speak different languages 
cannot understand each other, cannot enter into 
dialogue, and are unable to establish a relationship. 
In some cases, making oneself understood to others 
is a first act of love. This is why God chooses to speak 
using human languages and thus, various authors, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, have written the texts of 
Sacred Scripture. The Conciliar document reminds 
us, “the words of God, expressed in human language, 
have been made like human discourse, just as the 
word of the eternal Father, when He took to Himself 
the flesh of human weakness, was in every way made 
like men” (DV, 13). Therefore, not only in its content, 
but also in its language, the Scripture reveals God’s 
merciful condescension towards men, and his desire 
to be close to them.

In this regard, the Scripture serves to nurture the life 
and charity of believers, as Saint Augustine recalls: 
“Whoever … thinks that he understands the Holy 
Scriptures … but puts such an interpretation upon 
them as does not tend to build up this twofold love 
of God and our neighbour, does not yet understand 
them as he ought”.  The divine origin of the 
Scripture also recalls that the Gospel, entrusted to 
the witness of the baptized, despite embracing all 
the dimensions of life and reality, transcends them: 
it cannot be reduced to a mere philanthropic or 
social message, but is the joyful proclamation of the 
full and eternal life that God has given to us in Jesus.
� Audience, 28/1/25

URGENTLY NEEDED: New members for 
cleaners rota:  Can you spare an hour a month 
to help ensure the church is clean and ready for 
our gathering for Sunday worship? Teams meet at 
different times/days because of work commitments 
and availability. If you can offer to help please s 
email stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk


