THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

As the new Church year begins, with the first Sunday of
Adbvent, the ‘Gospel of the Year’ changes. Last year we were
in Year C, the year of Luke. This year we are in Year A, the
Year of Matthew.

Each of the four Gospels shares the Good News in its dis-
tinctive way. The following notes might help us engage
with the particularity of Matthew’s Gospel

The First Gospel came Second

The gospel of Matthew is always printed at the head of
the gospels. In the early Church it seems to have been
the most popular and widespread of the gospels, and
until the recent reforms of the Lectionary it was the
gospel read most frequently in the liturgy. However, it
was almost certainly the second gospel to be written,
for it uses and expands on Mark, expressing Matthew’s
own particular angle on the Good News of Jesus. It con-
tains far more of the teaching of Jesus than does Mark.
Most scholars think that Matthew and Luke both drew
this teaching from a collection of Sayings of the Lord
which has since disappeared, though some attribute
the elaboration to Matthew’s own work.

Matthew and Judaism

Matthew is the most Jewish of the gospels, insisting
on every page that Jesus fulfils the promises of the Old
Law. Jesusis a second David, adopted by Joseph into the
House of David {1.18-25), addressed frequently as ‘son
of David’ (1. 1; 9.27; 15.22), and hailed as the messianic
king of David’s line (21.9). Matthew also depicts him
as a second Moses (2.20, compare Ex 4.19), who forms
a new People of God, just as Moses formed the People
of God in the Old Testament (16.18). In Matthew’s ‘ser-
mon on the Mount’, Jesus gives a whole new interpre-
tation of the ‘old’ Jewish Law, which perfects the old
(5.17-20), bringing it to completion by interpreting it
in accordance with the scriptural principle, ‘What 1
want is love not sacrifice’. So it is the old Law read in
a new way. Nevertheless, Matthew is deeply Jewish in
his thinking, more careful than Mark about such Jew-
ish practices as the Sabbath and the prohibitions of eat-
ing certain foods ( compare Mk 7.19 with Mt 15.17). He
shows Jesus acting always carefully in accordance with
scriptural precedent (12.5, 11). With very rare excep-
tions, with habitual Jewish reverence he avoids using
the name ‘God’, speaking of ‘the Kingdom of Heaven’
rather than ‘the Kingdom of God’.

Critique of Judaism

Yet at the same time there is stern criticism of cur-
rent Judaism. Right at the beginning the Jewish King
Herod is sharply contrasted with the gentile Magi,
when he attempts to kill Jesus and they bring their
gifts to the newborn child (2.1-18). Of the centurion
of Capernaum Jesus says, ‘In no one in Israel have I
found faith like this’ (8.10). In his parables Matthew’s
gospel underlines that the Jewish leaders are no longer
the custodians of the Vineyard of Israel (21.43), and
that their city is doomed to be destroyed (22. 7). This

critique may have been prompted by Matthew’s later
experience of the persecution of Christians by Jews-
or rather, in Matthew’s situation, of Christian Jews by
Jews who did not accept Jesus as the Christ (11.21-24).
Such a background of persecution and mutual hostili-
ty goes far to account for the terrible saying which has.
been at the root of so much Christian anti-Semitism,
‘His blood be on us and on our children’ (27.25).

The Exalted Christ

More clearly than in Mark, Jesus is an exalted figure,
somehow as though he were already the Risen Christ.
In some of the miracle-stories the crowd-scenes have
melted away to leave a solemn and solitary confronta-
tion between Jesus and the sufferer (compare Mk 1.29-
31 with Mt 8.14-15, Mk 5.27 with Mt 9.20). His exalted
status cannot remain hidden. At the final judgement
it will be Jesus enthroned with his holy angels who
exercises the divine prerogative of judgement (25.31).
Far sooner than in Mark, human beings recognise Je-
sus as ‘son of God’, Peter confessing him as such when
in Mark the disciples are still utterly puzzled (16.16;
14.33, compare Mk 6.51-52). Mark offers the story of
people’s gradual understanding of the meaning of Je-
sus as ‘son of God’: Matthew goes a step further telling
what it means that through Jesus, God is with us. At
the outset the child is to be named ‘Emmanuel’, which
means ‘God-with-us’ (1.23), and at the end the Risen
Christ promises to be always with his people (28.20,
bracketing the gospel at beginning and end). In the
great chapter on the community Jesus promises that
when two or three are gathered together, there he is in
the midst of them (18.19). This promise is the source
of the Church’s authority, which makes the decisions
of the community binding also in heaven. Just as in
the Old Testament the People of God is made holy by
the presence of God among them, at first in the Tent of
Meeting and later in the Temple, so the new People of
God is made holy by the presence of Christ.

Matthew on the Community

Mark emphasises the arrival in Jesus of the Sovereignty
or Kingdom of God, but Matthew makes far more pro-
vision for the permanence of this community of the
Church. In Mark Jesus makes little or no provision for
the future of his community, as though the world might
come to an end at any moment. In Matthew the prom-
ise of Christ’s divine presence in the Church brings
with it provision for a structure of authority, a machin-
ery for achieving reconciliation (18.15-17), an authority
for making decisions, conferred both on the commu-
nity and on Peter himself (16.18; 18.18). Jesus’ chosen
Twelve will have a position of judgement, sitting on
twelve thrones (19.28), though this does not contradict
the fact that all are still brothers in the Church (23.8-
12). Maybe this is why Matthew quietly omits much of
the criticism of the Twelve which occurs in Mark. There
is a whole chapter on how missioners should behave
and how they should be received (10.1-42). The need for
continuing good works is empha-  Continued on p3.
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Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 17th Dec at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00;
Saturday 5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Mary Green, Pat Ord,
Stephen Gateley, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies; Lesley Devlin & Jean
Lawlor. Please pray for Catherine Wakeham, Frank Kemp, Ann Jordan,
Nicholas Kokic, John O’Sullivan and all whose anniversary occurs at this
time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

Sick or housebound Parishioners who would like a visit at home, or
to receive Holy Communion, Confession, or the Sacrament of the sick,
are invited to contact Fr Allen so this can be arranged.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER.

1. Parish Morning Prayer: Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)

2. On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.

3. Scripture Readings for daily Mass and much more at Universalis.com

4. The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth
when we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again
after the Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Isaiah 11:1-10 / Psalm
72:1-2,7-8,12-13, 17 / Romans 15:4-9 / Matthew 3:1-12

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at
anytime in our carpark. Automatic free parking is available too on Sat
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm. At other times, please - if in church
or here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

What are we doing?

Our 3-fold signing
at the Gospe

Bowing before the altar the priest prays:
‘Cleanse my heart and lips, almighty God,
that I may worthily proclaim

your holy Gospel.”

And across his body, he makes

the sign of the cross.

As do we all when he announces
’A reading from the Holy Gospel...

Not now with a large gesture,
but three small ones,

like the anointing we received
when baptized into Christ Jesus:
binding our lives to his life,

our crosses to his Cross,

our words to his word.

Three small gestures;

not dramatic, not expansive;

but like most of our lives --

the daily efforts, the little ways

by which we strive

to be faithful

to the proclamation of the Word

in our speaking and loving and serving.

We say it with a cross,

the sign of our commissioni ng.

A reminder that the Lord’s Cross,

borne in pain but forever now

the emblem of life and love triumphant,
is engraved upon us

and we bear it for the world.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose.
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121

230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

THEWORLD DEVELOPMENT GROUP
invites parishioners to tea, coffee
and cake in the Benedict Room after
the 9 and the 11 o’clock masses this
Sunday. There will also be a chance to
learn more about the project and the
progress of the new toilet block. They
will have on sale WDG gift vouchers
which make ideal Christmas presents
and help feed and clothe the children
of Feed My Lambs school.




The Introductory Rites
Opening Song

Penitential Act
The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word

Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning
Judah and Jerusalem.

It shall come to pass in the latter days that the moun-
tain of the house of the LORD shall be established as
the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up
above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and
many peoples shall come, and say: ‘Come, let us go up
to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God
of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we
may walk in his paths.’

For out of Sion shall go forth the law, and the word of
the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the
nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in
the light of the LORD.

Ps 122(121):1-2. 3-4a. 8-9
I rejoiced when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city
bonded as one together.

It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD.

For the sake of my family and friends,

let me say, ‘Peace upon you.’

For the sake of the house of the LORD, our God,
[ will seek good things for you.

Romans 13:11-14a

Brothers and sisters: You know the time, that the hour
has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation
is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The
night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast
off the works of darkness and put on the armour of
light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in
orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
sensuality, not in quarrelling and jealousy. But put on
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation
We say and sing together: Alleluia, alleluia. Show us, O
LORD, your mercy, and grant us your salvation. Alleluia.

Matthew 24:37-44

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples: ‘For as were the
days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
For as in those days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were un-
aware until the flood came and swept them all away,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two
men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left.
Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be
taken and one left. Therefore, stay awake, for you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming. But know
this, that if the master of the house had known in
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: ~ Through our lives and by our prayers,
your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

The Offertory
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus
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o Ho-ly, Ho-ly, Ho-ly Lord God of hosts. ~ Heav-en and earth are

who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est.

T%ie mystery of faith
y. = .

Y We pro-claim your Death, O Lord, and pro-fess your Res-ur-rec-tion
o}
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un-til you come a-gain.

The Communion Rite
Song after Communion
Creator of the stars of night
the people’s everlasting light,
Redeemer, Saviour of us all
O hear your servants when they call.

As once through Mary'’s flesh you came
to save us from our sin and shame,

so now, Redeemer, by your grace,

come heal again our fallen race.

And when on that last judgement day
we rise to glory from decay,

then come again, O Saviour blest,

and bring us to eternal rest.

Concluding Rites

Parish services: Advent & Christmas

Advent Penitential Service:
Tuesday 9th December at 7.30pm. All
are welcome. It is a liturgy particularly
appropriate for all parents and children
who have made their first confession.

Christmas Eve

* Masses at 3 & 6pm are prepared for
families with children in KS1 and KS2 (who are in-
vite to come in Nativity costume - simple designs
are available on our parish blog)

* 9pm Mass in the Night

Christmas Day: Mass at 9am and 11am
Friday 26 December: St Stephen - 10am

Sunday Afternoon

One Size Does NOT Fit All
has been postponed again! Sorry.
Look for its return for Lent!.
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continued from page 1 sized: good works are like a wed-
ding garment (22.11), like oil prepared for long-burn-
ing lamps (25.7), and will finally be the criterion on
which all people will be judged (25.45).

Matthew’ s Poetry

Much of Matthew’s power comes from what can only
be described as his poetry. The rhythm of the sayings is
beautifully balanced, often with a neat double opposi-
tion (‘grapes from thorns or figs from thistles’, 7.16; ‘the
harvestis rich but the labourers are few’, 9.37). The same
balance is seen in the parables. While Mark’s parables
are all about nature (seed, growth, harvest), all the long
parables in Matthew are about people, contrasting good
and bad in a black-and-white opposition: building a
house on rock or sand (7.24-27), the ten wedding atten-
dants (25.1-13), the sheep and the goats 25.31-46).

Matthew is a skilled teacher. He likes to use memo-
rable and repeated formulas, ‘You have learnt how it
was said ... , but I say this to you ... ‘ (5.21-48), or the
formula with which he 14 times introduces an Old
Testament quotation. The teaching of Jesus is easier to
assimilate because it is gathered together into five gre-
att discourses arranged symmetrically: entry into the
Kingdom (chapters 5-7, the Sermon on the Mount),
external relations (10, the Mission Discourse), par-
ables of the Kingdom (13), internal relations (18), fi-
nal judgement in the Kingdom (24-25). His imagery
helps to make the sayings memorable, for example
the use of animals as symbols of qualities (cunning
as snakes, harmless as doves, 10.16), and he delights
in pairs of images, often contrasting (broad road and
narrow gate, 7.13-14, birds’ nest and foxhole, 8.20).

The Author

Who, then, was the author of this gospel? All the gos-
pels were originally anonymous but this one, has been
associated with the apostle Matthew, one of the Twelve,
since the second century. It is true that the name ‘Mat-
thew’ is substituted for ‘Levi’ in Mark’s story of the call
of the apostle ( cf. Mk 2.14, Mt 9.9), but it is hard to be-
lieve that anyone would recount his own call by Jesus
in the words of another. Also the apostle would have
been of great age when it came to the detailed work of
composing this finely-honed work, which must have
been written well after Mark (65-75 AD). Perhaps Mat-
thew sponsored the gospel as the authentic message of
Christ; perhaps it is merely the gospel in which the sto-
ry about Matthew occurs. The question remains open;
the name of the author is not of paramount impor-
tance. At least the attitude to Judaism fits the relation-
ship of Judaism and Christianity right at the end of the
first century. It has been suggested that the place of
composition was Antioch on the Syrian coast, a great
city which contained an important Jewish colony, a
significant number of whom became Christians. It is
the only gospel quoted by St Ignatius, Bishop of Anti-
och, in his letters written about 108AD.

Henry Wansborough, OSB



