Supper, and in particular the relationship be-

tween Jesus and Judas. He went on to share
thoughts about the mystery of forgiveness - both
God’s mercy towards us and our call to be a people
ready to forgive others.

E arlier this year, Pope Leo reflected on the Last

His words are good for us to hear and pray with in the
days before our Cluster Advent Penance service.

During the last supper, Jesus offers a morsel of

bread to the one who is about to betray him. It is

not only a gesture of sharing: it is much more; it is
love’s last attempt not to give up.

Saint John, with his profound spiritual sensibility,
tells us about this moment as follows: [During supper,
when] “the devil had already induced Judas, son of Si-
mon the Iscariot, to hand him over... Jesus knew that
his hour had come to pass ... he loved them to the
end” (Jn 13:1-2). To love until the end: here is the key
to understanding Christ’s heart. A love that does not
cease in the face of rejection, disappointment, even
ingratitude.

Jesus knows the time, but he does not submit to it:
he chooses it. It is he who recognizes the moment in
which his love must pass through the most painful
wound, that of betrayal. And instead of withdrawing,
accusing, defending himself... he continues to love:
he washes the feet, dips the bread and offers it.

“It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I have
dipped it” (Jn 13:26). With this simple and humble
gesture, Jesus carries his love forward and to its depths,
not because he is ignoring what is happening, but
precisely because he sees it clearly. He has understood
that the freedom of the other, even when it is lost in
evil, can still be reached by the light of a meek gesture,
because he knows that true forgiveness does not await
repentance, but offers itself first, as a free gift, even be-
fore it is accepted.

Judas, unfortunately, does not understand. After the
morsel - says the Gospel - “Satan entered him” (v. 27).
This passage strikes us: as if evil, hidden until then,
manifested itself after love showed its most defence-
less face. And precisely for this reason, brothers and
sisters, that morsel is our salvation: because it tells us
that God does everything - absolutely everything - to
reach us, even in the hour when we reject him.

It is here that forgiveness reveals all its power and
manifests the true face of hope. It is not forgetfulness;
it is not weakness. It is the ability to set the other free,
while loving him to the end. Jesus’ love does not deny
the truth of pain, but it does not allow evil to have the
last word. This is the mystery Jesus accomplishes for
us, in which we too, at times, are called to participate.

How many relationships are broken, how many sto-
ries become complicated, how many unspoken words
remain suspended. And yet the Gospel shows us that
there is always a way to continue to love, even when

Advent
Penitential

Service:

Here at St Nicholas
church on Tuesday 9th
Dec at 7.30pm. All are
welcome. It is a liturgy
particularly  appropriate
for all parents and children
who have already made
their first confession.

everything seems irre-
deemably compromised.
To forgive does not mean
to deny evil, but to prevent it from generating further
evil. It is not to say that nothing has happened, but to
do everything possible to ensure that resentment does
not determine the future.

When Judas leaves the room, “it was night” (v. 30). But
immediately afterwards, Jesus says, “Now is the Son
of Man glorified” (v. 31). The night is still there, but a
light has already begun to shine. And it shines because
Christ remains faithful to the end, and so his love is
stronger than hatred.

Dear brothers and sisters, we too experience painful and
difficult nights. Nights of the soul, nights of disappoint-
ment, nights in which someone has hurt or betrayed us.
In those moments, the temptation is to close ourselves
up, to protect ourselves, to return the blow. But the Lord
shows us the hope that another way exists, always ex-
ists. He teaches us that one can offer a morsel even to
someone who turns their back on us. That one can re-
spond with the silence of trust. And that we can move
forward with dignity, without renouncing love.

Let us ask today for the grace to be able to forgive, even
when we do not feel understood, even when we feel
abandoned. Because it is precisely in those hours that
love can reach its pinnacle. As Jesus teaches us, to love
means to leave the other free — even to betray — with-
out ever ceasing to believe that even that freedom,
wounded and lost, can be snatched from the decep-
tion of darkness and returned to the light of goodness.

When the light of forgiveness succeeds in filtering
through the deepest crevices of the heart, we under-
stand that it is never futile. Even if the other does not
accept it, even if it seems to be in vain, forgiveness
frees those who give it: it dispels resentment, it restores
peace, it returns us to ourselves.

Jesus, with the simple gesture of offering bread, shows
that every betrayal can become an opportunity for
salvation, if it is chosen as a space for a greater love.
It does not give in to evil, but conquers it with good,
preventing it from extinguishing what is truest in us:
the capacity to love.
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DecemBER 2025: PARISH MASSES This week
S |6 |6 Tommy Quinlisk RIP (Gill
9pm 2ND SUNDAY G Y QR feld I§IP )
sul7 am OF ADVENT LCr2eg0rz Rozenfe
11am For the parish
IMMACULATE | _, . . . .
M (8 |10am CONCEPTION D'd family and friends of Geraldine Smith
T |9 |10am Sean Satchwell RIP (Kenny)
W (10 | 10am Christina Drozd RIP
Th|11
Fr (12 | 7pm D'd of Hughes, Taylor & Cotton fam's
S |13 |6pm Bridget Broom RIP
3RD SUNDAY ck and Reb
sul14 9am OF ADVENT Patrick and Rebecca Keegan RIP
11am For the parish

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 17th Dec at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00;
Saturday 5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Mary Green, Pat Ord,
Stephen Gateley, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies; Lesley Devlin & Jean Lawlor.
Please pray for Ann Jordan, Nicholas Kokic, John O’Sullivan, Clare Banks,
Anthony McCorry, Joan Morris and all whose anniversary occurs at this
time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

Sick or housebound Parishioners who would like a visit at home, or
to receive Holy Communion, Confession, or the Sacrament of the sick,
are invited to contact Fr Allen so this can be arranged.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER.
1. Parish Morning Prayer. Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)

2. On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.
3. Scripture Readings for daily Mass and much more at Universalis.com

4. The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth
when we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again
after the Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 /
Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 / James 5:7-10 / Matthew 11:2-11

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at
anytime in our carpark. Automatic free parking is available too on Sat
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm. At other times, please - if in church
or here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose.
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121
230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

What are we doing?

Outstreched Arms

The tiny and child,

tired and frustrated by its own weight,
frustrated by its own helplessness,
tired of its puny, erratic struggles,
stretches out and up,

wordlessly seeking, hoping,
vulnerable but trusting,

pleading eloquently with frail arms.

Touchdown!

The stands erupt, fans leap to their feet,
abandoned to cheers and shouts,
arms raised, hands uplifted --

elation, exultation, sheer exuberance;
anxiety forgotten

in the giddy moment of victory,
tailures swallowed up

in the heady wine of deliverance.

Standing quietly at the table of the Lord:
alert, watchful, ready, grateful.

We give you thanks

that you have made us worthy

to stand before you and serve you.’
Hands outstretched,

hopeful and expansive,

arms raised in joy and confidence.

No clenched fists here,

no show of strength,

but open-handed, giving and receiving,
‘Let my prayer rise before you like incense,
my hands like and evening oblation.’
Lifted up, stretching to meet His embrace,
vulnerable, waiting, attentive:

my hands an evening offering,

an evening sacrifice.

My arms turn to lead, ache

with the weight of sinew and bone,
weaken and droop:

‘He opened His arms on the Cross;

he put an end to death

and revealed the resurrection.’

Not only the weight of his arms, did he bear,
but the burden of His Body, the Church...
Vulnerable, pleading, confident of
deliverance and the exultation of victory.

John Allyn Melloh, SM



The Introductory Rites
Opening Song

Penitential Act
The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word

Isaiah 11:1-10

On that day: There shall come forth a shoot from the
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of coun-
sel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide dis-
putes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the
belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and
the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child
shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the
hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his
hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal
for the peoples — of him shall the nations enquire,
and his resting-place shall be glorious.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Scripture readings The English Stand-
ard Version of the Bible, Catholic Edition, copyright 2017 by
Crossway. All rights are reserved. . The Psalms: Abbey Psalms and
Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Excerpts from the English translation
of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on Eng-
lish in the Liturgy. All rights reserved. Songs: Litany of the Word ©
1987, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP.  Texts of copyrighted
songs are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-
A-742254. All rights reserved.

Ps 72(71):1-2.7-8.12-13.17.Rcf. 7

O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,

that he may judge your people in justice,
and your poor in right judgement.

In his days justice shall flourish,

and great peace till the moon is no more.
He shall rule from sea to sea,

from the River to the bounds of the earth.

For he shall rescue the needy when they cry,
the poor who have no one to help.

He will have pity on the weak and the needy,
and save the lives of the needy.

May his name endure for ever,
his name continue like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blest in him,
all nations shall call him blessed.

Romans 15:4-9

Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written in former
days was written for our instruction, that through en-
durance and through the encouragement of the Scrip-
tures we might have hope. May the God of endurance
and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony
with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that to-
gether you may with one voice glorify the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one an-
other as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the cir-
cumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to con-
firm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it
is written, ‘Therefore I will praise you among the Gen-
tiles, and sing to your name.’

Gospel Acclamation

We say and sing together: Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall
see the salvation of God. Alleluia.

Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the
wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heav-
en is at hand.’ For this is he who was spoken of by the
prophet Isaiah when he said, ‘The voice of one crying
in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make
his paths straight.” ’

Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leath-
er belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and
wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the
region about the Jordan were going out to him, and
they were baptised by him in the river Jordan, con-
fessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Phar-
isees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to
them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with
repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our father”, for I tell you, God is

able from these stones to raise up children for Abra-
ham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees.
Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire.

‘I baptise you with water for repentance, but he who
is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gath-
er his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.’

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All:  Through our lives and by our prayers,
your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

The Offertory
Laudate Dominum, laudate Dominum, omnes gen-
tes, alleluia. (Praise the Lord, all you peoples. Alleluia!)

Parish services: Advent & Christmas

Advent Penitential Service:
Tuesday 9th December at 7.30pm. All
are welcome. It is a liturgy particularly
appropriate for all parents and children
who have made their first confession.

Christmas Eve

* Masses at 3 & 6pm are prepared for
families with children in KS1 and KS2 (who are in-
vited to come in Nativity costume - simple designs
are available on our parish blog)

* 9pm Mass in the Night

Christmas Day: Mass at 9am and 11am

Friday 26 December: St Stephen - 10am

Saturday 27/Sunday 28 December:
Holy Family - Sat 6pm; Sun 9am & 11am

Monday 29 December: 10am
Tuesday 30 December: 10am, with parish social
Thurs Jan 1: Mary, Mother of God, 12noon

The Eucharistic Prayer

Sanctus
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® full of your glo-ry. Bless-ed is he
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* who comes in the name of the Lord.
The mystery of faith
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' We pro-claim your Death, O Lord, and pro-fess your Res-ur-rec-tion
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un-til you come a-gain.

Ho-san-na in the high-est.
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Ho-san-na in the high-est.

e
o

The Communion Rite

Song after Communion

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
announces that the Lord is nigh.
come then and harken, for he brings
glad tidings from the King of kings!

Then cleansed be every Christian breath:
And furnished for so great a guest!

Yes let us each our heart prepare

for Christ to come and enter there.

For thou art our salvation, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward.
Without thy grace our souls must fade,
and wither like a flower decayed.

Stretch forth thy hand, to heal our sore,
and make us rise to fall no more.

Once more upon thy people shine

and fill the world with love divine.

All praise, eternal Son to thee
whose advent sets thy people free,
whom, with the Father we adore,
and Holy Ghost for evermore.

Concluding Rites

Parish Scripture Group

Weds 7th January 8-9pm

A monthly meeting in the Benedict Room to explore
the Sunday Scriptures for the month ahead.

After much soul searching our Scripture group not
to meet at its usual time in December - the meeting
clashes with something Christmas Eve! However we
will meet earlier than usual in January to look at the
readings for the Sundays between Christmas and
Lent. The readings for those Sundays can be down
loaded using the link below.

www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/
scripture-group.html

The SVP asks for help. A family the SVP visits
needs a new fence put up so that their children can
play outside. Would any parishioners good at DIY
be prepared to help? Please call 07548 937 287




