
What are we doing? 

Sign of Peace 
What is this restless stirring at the Sign of Peace?
For a moment there is hesitation, reluctance  
to enter the space  between strangers. 

Reserved and cautious, we are to choose  
‘some appropriate sign of Christ’s peace.’ 

Over aisle and empty space --a smile.  
To those within arm’s length - the clasp of 
hands. 
Among family and friends  - an embrace.  
The bounds of propriety prevail. 

But suddenly, surprisingly, in spite of our re-
serve, the peace of Christ breaks through. 

For what we share is Christ’s peace,  
not our own. 

Indeed, we have none to offer.  
Out of our own turmoil,  
we wish each other peace. 
In our common emptiness, we are filled. 

What is this restless stirring within us  
and among us? 

It is the peace of Christ  
freeing us to touch, to embrace, to kiss  
even the strangers in our midst.  
Strangers no longer,  
we are bonded in that peace. 

The bounds of propriety are un-bounded.  
The peace of Christ is with us.

Mary Beth Dakoske

God is merciful love, and his plan of love, which 
unfolds and is fulfilled in history, is above all his 
descent and coming among us to free us from 

slavery, fear, sin and the power of death. Addressing 
their human condition with a merciful gaze and a heart 
full of love, he turned to his creatures and thus took 
care of their poverty. Precisely in order to share the lim-
itations and fragility of our human nature, he himself 
became poor and was born in the flesh like us. We came 
to know him in the smallness of a child laid in a man-
ger and in the extreme humiliation of the cross, where 
he shared our radical poverty, which is death. It is easy 
to understand, then, why we can also speak theologi-
cally of a preferential option on the part of God for the 
poor, an expression that arose in the context of the Lat-
in American continent and in particular in the Pueb-
la Assembly, but which has been well integrated into 
subsequent teachings of the Church. This ‘preference’ 
never indicates exclusivity or discrimination towards 
other groups, which would be impossible for God. It is 
meant to emphasize God’s actions, which are moved 
by compassion toward the poverty and weakness of all 
humanity. Wanting to inaugurate a kingdom of justice, 
fraternity and solidarity, God has a special place in his 
heart for those who are discriminated against and op-
pressed, and he asks us, his Church, to make a decisive 
and radical choice in favor of the weakest.

It is in this perspective that we can understand the nu-
merous pages of the Old Testament in which God is 
presented as the friend and liberator of the poor, the 
one who hears the cry of the poor and intervenes to 
free them (cf. Ps 34:7). God, the refuge of the poor, 
denounces through the prophets — we recall in par-
ticular Amos and Isaiah — the injustices committed 
against the weakest, and exhorts Israel to renew its 
worship from within, because one cannot pray and 
offer sacrifice while oppressing the weakest and poor-
est. From the beginning of Scripture, God’s love is viv-
idly demonstrated by his protection of the weak and 
the poor, to the extent that he can be said to have a 
particular fondness for them. ‘God’s heart has a spe-
cial place for the poor... The entire history of our re-
demption is marked bythe presence of the poor.’ 

Jesus, the poor Messiah
The Old Testament history of God’s preferential love for 
the poor and his readiness to hear their cry — to which 
I have briefly alluded — comes to fulfillment in Jesus 
of Nazareth. By his Incarnation, he ‘emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human like-
ness’ (Phil 2:7), and in that form he brought us salva-
tion. His was a radical poverty, grounded in his mission 
to reveal fully God’s love for us . As Saint Paul puts it in 
his customarily brief but striking manner: ‘You know 
well the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by 
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his poverty you might become rich’ (2 Cor 8:9). 19. The 
Gospel shows us that poverty marked every aspect of 

Jesus’ life. From the moment he entered the world, Jesus 
knew the bitter experience of rejection. The Evangelist 
Luke tells how Joseph and Mary, who was about to give 
birth, arrived in Bethlehem, and then adds, poignant-
ly, that ‘there was no place for them in the inn’. Jesus 
was born in humble surroundings and laid in a manger; 
then, to save him from being killed, they fled to Egypt. 
At the dawn of his public ministry, after announcing in 
the synagogue of Nazareth that the year of grace which 
would bring joy to the poor was fulfilled in him, he was 
driven out of town (. He died as an outcast, led out of Je-
rusalem to be crucified. Indeed, that is how Jesus’ pover-
ty is best described: he experienced the same exclusion 
that is the lot of the poor, the outcast of society. Jesus is 
a manifestation of this privilegium pauperum. He pre-
sented himself to the world not only as a poor Messiah, 
but also as the Messiah of and for the poor.

There are some clues about Jesus’ social status. First of 
all, he worked as a craftsman or carpenter, téktton (cf. 
Mk 6:3). These were people who earned their living by 
manual labor. Not owning land, they were considered 
inferior to farmers. When the baby Jesus was presented 
in the Temple by Joseph and Mary, his parents offered a 
pair of turtledoves or pigeons (cf. Lk 2:22-24), which ac-
cording to the prescriptions of the Book of Leviticus (cf. 
12:8) was the offering of the poor. A fairly significant ep-
isode in the Gospel tells us how Jesus, together with his 
disciples, gathered heads of grain to eat as they passed 
through the fields (cf. Mk 2:23-28). Only the poor were 
allowed to do this gleaning in the fields. Moreover, Je-
sus says of himself: ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
his head’ (Mt 8:20; Lk 9:58). He is, in fact, an itinerant 
teacher, whose poverty and precariousness are signs of 
his bond with the Father. They are also conditions for 
those who wish to follow him on the path of disciple-
ship. In this way, the renunciation of goods, riches and 
worldly securities becomes a visible sign of entrusting 

December 2025: Parish Masses This week
S 13 6pm

3RD SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT

Bridget Broom RIP

Su 14
9am Patrick and Rebecca Keegan RIP
11am For the parish

M 15 10am Patrica and Tadas Serafinas RIP
T 16 10am D'd of O'Brien and Madigan families

W 17 10am
w. Sac’rament of 

the Sick D'd of Foster, Hodgetts & Powell fam’s

Th 18
Fr 19 7pm Lucy Sazmbir & Dvid McIlree RIP

S 20 6pm
4TH SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT

Patricia Mitford RIP (Mitford)

Su 21
9am Audrey and Ray Gregory RIP
11am For the parish

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 17th Dec at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00; 
Saturday 5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Tony Broom, Mary 
Green, Pat Ord, Stephen Gateley, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies; Lesley 
Devlin & Jean Lawlor. Please pray for all whose anniversary occurs at 
this time, Michael Hodgetts, Jeremy Foster, Tom Hempenstall, Bernie 
Morton, Tess Lawrence, Patricia Bligh, Peter Becque. Eternal rest 
grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

Sick or housebound Parishioners who would like a visit at home, 
or to receive Holy Communion, Confession, or the Sacrament of the 
sick, are invited to contact Fr Allen so this can be arranged.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1.	Parish Morning Prayer:  Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2.	On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.
3.	Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com
4.	The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth 

when we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again 
after the Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Isaiah 7:10–14 / 
Psalm 24:1–2, 3–4, 5–6 / Romans 1:1–7 / Matthew 1:18–24 

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at 
anytime in our carpark.  Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am 
to 11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  At other times, please - if in 
church or here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ 
parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding 
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures 
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. 
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 
0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.  
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of  

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; 
Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

Advent & Christmas Masses
Christmas Eve
•	Masses at 3 & 6pm are pre-

pared for families with chil-
dren in KS1 and KS2 (who are 
invited to come  in Nativity 
costume - simple designs are 
available on our parish blog)

•	9pm Mass in the Night
Christmas Day: Mass at 9am and 11am
Fri 26 December: St Stephen, 10am
Sat 27/Sun 28 December:  Holy 
Family - Sat 6pm; Sun 9am & 11am

Pope Leo on how God chooses the poor 
- raising for us the question about who/what we choose? 

cont’d page 3



The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory 

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus

The mystery of faith

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving 

Concluding Rites

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

The Collect
Penitential Act

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the de-
sert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall 
blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty 
of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the 
LORD, the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the fee-
ble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will 
come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall 
the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
mute sing for joy. And the ransomed of the LORD shall 
return and come to Sion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness 
and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Ps 146(145):6c-7. 8-9a. 9b-10

It is the LORD who preserves fidelity for ever,
who does justice to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the LORD who sets prisoners free. 

The LORD who opens the eyes of the blind,
the LORD who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the LORD who loves the just,
the LORD who protects the stranger. 

The LORD upholds the orphan and the widow,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The LORD will reign for ever,
your God, O Sion, from age to age. 

James 5:7-10

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of 
the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious 
fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it re-
ceives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers 
and sisters, so that you may not be judged; behold, the 
Judge is standing at the door. As an example of suffer-
ing and patience, brothers and sisters, take the proph-
ets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
We say and sing together: Alleluia. The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me; he has sent me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. Alleluia.

Matthew 11:2-11
At that time: When John heard in prison about the 
deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and 
said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?’

And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what 
you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 
preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not 
offended by me.’

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the wilder-
ness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did 
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Be-
hold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.

‘What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is 
written, ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ ‘Truly, I say to 
you, among those born of women there has arisen no 
one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: 	   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

Acknowledgements Scripture readings  The English Stand-
ard Version of the Bible, Catholic Edition, copyright 2017 by 
Crossway. All rights are reserved. . The Psalms: Abbey Psalms and 
Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Excerpts from the English translation 
of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on Eng-
lish in the Liturgy. All rights reserved. Songs: Litany of the Word © 
1987, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP.   Texts of copyrighted 
songs are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-
A-742254. All rights reserved. 

cont’d from  page 4 oneself to God and his providence.

At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus appeared 
in the synagogue of Nazareth reading the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah and applying the prophet’s words to him-
self: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor’ (Lk 4:18). 
He thus reveals himself as the One who, in the here and 
now of history, comes to bring about God’s loving close-
ness, which is above all a work of liberation for those who 
are prisoners of evil, and for the weak and the poor. The 
signs that accompany Jesus’ preaching are manifesta-
tions of the love and compassion with which God looks 
upon the sick, the poor and sinners who, because of their 
condition, were marginalized by society and even peo-
ple of faith. He opens the eyes of the blind, heals lepers, 
raises the dead and proclaims the good news to the poor: 
God is near, God loves you (cf. Lk 7:22). This explains 
why he proclaims: ‘Blessed are you poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God’ (Lk 6:20). God shows a preference for 
the poor: the Lord’s words of hope and liberation are ad-
dressed first of all to them. Therefore, even in their pov-
erty or weakness, no one should feel abandoned. And 
the Church, if she wants to be Christ’s Church, must be 
a Church of the Beatitudes, one that makes room for the 
little ones and walks poor with the poor, a place where 
the poor have a privileged place (cf. Jas 2:2-4).

In that time, the needy and the sick, lacking the neces-
sities of life, frequently found themselves forced to beg. 
They thus bore the added burden of social shame, due 
to the belief that sickness and poverty were somehow 
linked to personal sin. Jesus firmly countered this men-
tality by insisting that God ‘makes his sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
on the unrighteous’ (Mt 5:45). Indeed, he completely 
overturned that notion, as we see from the ending of the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus: ‘Child, remember 
that during your lifetime you received your good things, 
and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in agony’ (Lk 16:25).

It becomes clear, then, that our faith in Christ, who be-
came poor, and was always close to the poor and the 
outcast, is the basis of our concern for the integral devel-
opment of society’s most neglected members.  I often 
wonder, even though the teaching of Sacred Scripture is 
so clear about the poor, why many people continue to 
think that they can safely disregard the poor. 

The Lord’s appeal to show mercy to the poor culmi-
nates in the great parable of the last judgment (cf. Mt 
25:31-46), which can serve as a vivid illustration of the 
Beatitude of the merciful. In that parable, the Lord of-
fers us the key to  our fulfillment in life; indeed, ‘if we 
seek the holiness pleasing to God’s eyes, this text offers 
us one clear criterion on which we will be judged.’ The 
clear and forceful words of the Gospel must be put into 
practice ‘without any ‘ifs or buts’ that could lessen their 
force. Our Lord made it very clear that holiness cannot 
be understood or lived apart from these demands.’ 

From Dilexit te, 16-28


