
Following the Lord, you too are the 
salt of the earth and the light of the 

world (cf. Mt 5:13-14). The Church needs your beautiful wit-
ness of faith to grow more and to be close to everyone in need.
The journey of faith does not end with baptism, but continues throughout life, with moments of joy and diffi-
cult times. As Saint Augustine reminds us, ‘If Christ had not become the source of our hope, he would not lead 
us. As leader, he guides us; as way, he makes us walk in him; ‘He leads us to his own homeland’ (St Augustine).
Each of us is called to share our experience of faith with others, bearing witness to the love of Christ and be-
coming missionary disciples. When we do let us not limit ourselves to theoretical knowledge alone, but live 
our faith concretely, experiencing God’s love in our daily life. The journey of faith can be long and sometimes 
difficult, but do not be discouraged, for God is always present to support you. As the prophet Isaiah reminds 
us: ‘Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you’ 
(Isaiah 41:10). It is essential to experience God in prayer, the practice of the Sacraments, especially the redis-
covery of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and community life, in order to grow in faith and love.
We are not born Christians; we become Christians when we are touched by God’s grace. However, this 
‘touch’ is expressed through our carefully considered choice and our personal journey. Without these gen-
uine requirements, we will bear the label of Christian, but Christians of convenience, habit, or comfort. We 
become authentic Christians when we personally allow ourselves to be...

continued from page 3

Sunday Friends welcomes every-
one especially people with learning dis-
abilities and or autism and their fam-

ilies who are at the heart of the group. 
Come together to celebrate Easter, to 
have fun, sing and build friendships.

Proposed Parish Pilgrimage to Rome
Monday 26th to Weds 28th October

Following the ‘relaxed’ parish pilgrimage to Paris last October 
a similar pilgrimage is planned for this coming October - and 
this time to Rome.
Pilgrims book their own travel and accommodation, according 
to their preferences - maybe arriving earlier or staying on for a 
few days; maybe staying in budget accommodation or in luxury!
The Pilgrimage will offer accompanied visits to  the major ba-
silicas of St John Lateran, St Peter; St Mary Majors and St Paul 
outside the Walls. The pilgrimage will likely offer also the op-
portunity to visit to the excavations under St Peter’s, to the 
Catacombs and to other places of interest.
Pilgrims are free to 
join or skip any visits 
as they see fit
If you are interested 
please register that in-
terest with Fr Allen by 
email before the end 
of January (nb with-
out any obligation!)

St Nicholas Catholic Church, Boldmere
Address: 243 Jockey Rd., Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5US
Website: www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk             
E-mail: stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk    Telephone: 0121 354 1763
Parish Blog: www.stnicholasboldmere.wordpress.com
Cluster blog:  www.catholicsuttoncoldfield.wordpress.com
Parish Priest: Fr Allen Morris        Deacon: Rev John Garvey  
Our Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216

January 2026: Parish Masses This week

S 10 6pm
2ND SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME

For the parish

Su 11
9am Jospeh Drozd RIP

11am Paul Craig RIP (Craig)

M 12 10am Jean Lawlor RD (Redmond)

T 13 10am Bridget Broom RIP

W 14 3pm Mass at Boldmere Place Sally Green RD (Barron)

Th 15

Fr 16 7pm St Antony Pauline Martin RD (Burke)

S 17 6pm
2ND SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME

For the parish

Su 18
9am Jospeh Drozd RIP

11am Paul Craig RIP (Craig)

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 21st January at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00; 
Saturday 5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Mary Green, Pat Ord, 
Stephen Gateley, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies; & Lesley Devlin. Please 
pray for Karen Zouch, Dean Finlan (asst. manager of the Newman Centre) 
and Tony Broom who died recently and for Jean Lawlor whose funeral 
mass is here at 1030am on Tues 3rd Feb and all whose anniversary occurs 
at this time including  Marian Long, Peter Murray, Wendy Vargus and Paul 
Craig. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1.	Parish Morning Prayer:  Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2.	On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.
3.	Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com
4.	The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth 

when we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again 
after the Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Isaiah 49:3, 5–6 / 
Psalm 40:2, 4, 7–8, 8–9, 10 / 1 Corinthians 1:1–3 / John 1:29–34 

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at 
anytime in our carpark.  Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to 
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  At other times, please - if in church 
or here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding 
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures 
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. 
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 
0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.  
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of  

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; 
Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

SVP Tea Party: Tea, coffee cake and 
company in the Newman Centre on 
Saturday January 17th from 3-5 pm.
Do you know someone who would wel-
come a chance to get out and spend 
time with others. If they are unable to 
bring them they can contact the SVP to 
help. Families are welcome.

JOURNEY IN FAITH
Not Catholic but want to know 
more about our faith? You are 
warmly invited to Come 
and take part in the series 
of meetings in the Benedict 
Room (up the outside ramp 
behind the church) resuming 
at 7pm on Monday 12 
January. All are welcome!

Parish Scripture Group 
Weds 28th January 8-9pm
A monthly meeting in the Benedict 
Room to explore  the Sunday Scriptures 
for the month ahead.
The group will share their reflections and 
questions on the Church’s readings for 
Sunday Mass during Lent. The readings 
for those Sundays can be down loaded us-
ing the link below.
 � www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/

scripture-group.html

Do YOU  
have a parish 

parking permit?
These permits are issued to parish 
ministers (eg church cleaners and gar-
deners) and those attending parish 
groups (eg SVP, Parish Pastoral Coun-
cil, Art Group, Scripture Group) who 
need to use the parish carpark at times 
not covered by the regular blackouts 
for Mass.
Many of these are now due to be re-is-
sued. If you have such a permit then 
please go complete the form at 
www.stnicholasboldmere.
co.uk/parish-parking.html
to apply for the permit to be renewed. 
Leaders and coordinators of ministers 
and groups are asked to remind their 
members of the need for permits to be 
renewed!

Please do this  
before the 25th January !

VACANCY: Part time Supervisor 
for the Newman Centre

The Newman Centre is a work of the parish of St Nicholas, 
offering the resources of a community centre to the groups 
and individuals in Boldmere and around.

There is a vacancy for a Part-time Supervisor, working c10 
hours a week as required, and with regular opportunities 
also for overtime. Wage is £12.72 ph. 

For more information please contact Kaye O’Keeffe, the hall 
manager - by email at newmancc.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
or by phone at 0121 321 2285. 

Postponed until  

18th January



Pope Leo on Baptism 
Baptism makes us full members of God’s great family. The initiative always comes from him, and we re-
spond by experiencing his saving love. We personally recognize ourselves as daughters and sons of God 
through our baptism ‘in the name of the Father,’ who offers us adoption, ‘in the name of the Son,’ who 
brings us into his life and his relationship with his Father, ‘and in the name of the Holy Spirit,’ the source 
of every gift (cf. Gal 4:6). Saint Paul reveals the essential effect of baptism when he writes to the Galatians: 
‘For all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ’ (3:27).
Baptism brings us into communion with Christ and gives us life. It commits us to renouncing a culture 
of death that is so prevalent in our society. This culture of death manifests itself today in indifference, 
contempt for others, drugs, the pursuit of an easy life, sexuality that becomes entertainment and the ob-
jectification of the human person, injustice, and so on.
Baptism makes us witnesses of Christ. In the rite of Baptism, there is a very powerful sign: when we receive 
the candle lit from the Paschal candle. It is the light of the dead and risen Christ that we commit to keep-
ing burning by nourishing it as we listen to the Word of God and are held in communion with Jesus in the 
Eucharist. Saint Ambrose never tired of repeating: ‘Omnia Christus est nobis! Christ is everything to us!’—
an invitation to be authentic witnesses of the Lord. He also said, with words full of love for Jesus: ‘Omnia 
Christus est nobis! If you want to heal a wound, he is the physician; if fever burns you, he is the spring; if 
you are oppressed by iniquity, he is justice; if you need help, he is strength; if you fear death, he is life; if 
you desire heaven, he is the way; If you are in darkness, he is the light… Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
blessed is the one who hopes in him!’ (De virginitate, 16, 99). To live happily and in peace, we are called to 
place our hope in Jesus Christ.

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful,
in the Lord I will rejoice!
Look to him, do not be afraid,
in him rejoicing: the Lord is near;
in him rejoicing: the Lord is near.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: 	   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory �
The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus

The mystery of faith

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh. 
come then and harken, for he brings 
glad tidings from the King of kings!
Then cleansed be every Christian breath: 
And furnished for so great a guest! 
Yes let us each our heart prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there.
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward. 
Without thy grace our souls must fade, 
and wither like a flower decayed.
Stretch forth thy hand, to heal our sore, 
and make us rise to fall no more. 
Once more upon thy people shine 
and fill the world with love divine.
All praise, eternal Son to thee 
whose advent sets thy people free, 
whom, with the Father we adore, 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

Blessing and sprinkling with water
Gloria

We praise you, we bless you, 
 we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Glory to God...
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand,  
of the Father, have mercy on us.
Glory to God... 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,                                                                                         
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

Thus says the LORD: Behold my servant, whom I up-
hold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 
my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the 
nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or 
make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow 

faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in 
the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law.
‘I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will 
take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a 
covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open 
the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from 
the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.’

Ps 29(28):1-2. 3ac-4. 3b, 9b-10. ℟11b

Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly powers,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;
bow down before the LORD, majestic in holiness. 

The voice of the LORD upon the waters,
the LORD on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the LORD full of power;
the voice of the LORD full of splendour. 

The God of glory thunders;
in his temple they all cry, ‘Glory!’
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits as king for ever. 

Acts 10:34-38
In those days: Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘Tru-
ly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent 
to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ  — he is Lord of all  — you yourselves know 
what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 
Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power. He went about doing good and heal-
ing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him.’

Gospel Acclamation� Together, we sing and say:
Alleluia, alleluia! he heavens opened and the Father’s 
voice resounded: ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen 
to him.’ Alleluia!

Matthew 3:13-17
At that time: Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to 
John, to be baptised by him. John would have prevented 
him, saying, ‘I need to be baptised by you, and do you 
come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, 
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.’ 
Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptised, 
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, 
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on 
him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’

continued on page 4.
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