
Sunday Friends welcomes every-
one especially people with learning dis-
abilities and or autism and their families 
who are at the heart of the group. Come 
together to celebrate Easter, to have fun, 
sing and build friendships.

Proposed Parish  
Pilgrimage to Rome

Monday 26th to Weds 28th October
Following the ‘relaxed’ parish pilgrimage to Paris last October 
a similar pilgrimage is planned for this coming October - and 
this time to Rome.
Pilgrims book their own travel and accommodation, accord-
ing to their preferences - maybe arriving earlier or staying on 
for a few days; maybe staying in budget accommodation or 
in luxury!
The Pilgrimage will offer accompanied visits to  the major ba-
silicas of St John Lateran, St Peter; St Mary Majors and St Paul 
outside the Walls.
The pilgrimage will likely offer also the opportunity to visit 
to the excavations under St Peter’s, to the Catacombs and to 
other places of interest.
Pilgrims are free to join or skip any visits as they see fit
If you are interested please register that interest with Fr Allen by 
email before the end of January (nb without any obligation!)
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January 2025: Parish Masses This week

S 3 6pm
2ND SUNDAY  

OF CHRISTMAS

D'd of the O'Gorman family

Su 4
9am For the parish

11am Ints of Leo Connolly 

M 5 10am Adrienne O'Hare RIP

T 6 10am EPIPHANY Ints of Fitzpatrick & O'Gorman families.

W 7 9.15am
MASS WITH ST NICHOLAS SCHOOL 
ALL WELCOME. Ints of Tess Carneiro 

Th 8

Fr 9 10am Health: Sean White (Piper)

S 10 6pm
BAPTISM OF 

THE LORD

Ints Margaret and John Beirne (S.)

Su 11
9am Kathleen Sheehy - health (B)

11am For the parish

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 21st January at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00; 
Saturday 5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Tony Broom, Mary 
Green, Pat Ord, Stephen Gateley, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies; & Lesley 
Devlin. Please pray for Jean Lawlor who died recently and all whose 
anniversary occurs at this time, Gwen Lavelle, Roanld Astley, Marian 
Long, Peter Murray, Wendy Vargus. Eternal rest grant unto them, O 
Lord, may they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1.	Parish Morning Prayer:  Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2.	On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.
3.	Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com
4.	The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth 

when we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again 
after the Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7 / 
Psalm 29:1–2, 3–4, 3, 9–10 / Acts 10:34–38 / Matthew 3:13–17  

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at 
anytime in our carpark.  Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am 
to 11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  At other times, please - if in church 
or here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding 
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures 
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. 
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 
0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.  
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of  

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; 
Holy Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

An opportunity to learn about 
some of the Catholic History of 
Sutton Cldfield
Join the Warwickshire Local History So-
ciety for an online talk, hosted by the 
Warwickshire Local History Society, ex-
ploring the life of Bishop John Vesey.
In her presentation, “Bishop Vesey – Sut-
ton Coldfield’s great benefactor”, Stella 
Thebridge will explore the profound and 
enduring impact of Bishop John Vesey’s 
work on our town. This illustrated ses-
sion will examine how Vesey’s contribu-
tions —including the establishment of 
the grammar school and the preserva-
tion of Sutton Park — shaped the town’s 
identity for centuries to follow.
Attendance is 
free. 
Please email 
secretary@
warwickshire-
history.org.uk 
for a link be-
fore 09:00 on 
Saturday 10th 
January.

SVP Tea Party: Tea, coffee cake and 
company in the Newman Centre on 
Saturday January 17th from 3-5 pm.
Do you know someone who would wel-
come a chance to get out and spend 
time with others. If they are unable to 
bring them they can contact the SVP to 
help. Families are welcome.

Preparation for Infant Baptism
The next series of meetings for parents to 
prepare for the baptism of their children 
begins next Saturday with a 30 minute 
meeting in the Benedict Room at 2pm.
If you wish to prepare for the baptism 
of your child — and 
have not already com-
pleted an application 
form for the meetings 
— please see Fr Allen 
after mass today.

JOURNEY IN FAITH
Not Catholic but want to know 
more about our faith? You are 
warmly invited to Come 
and take part in the series 
of meetings in the Benedict 
Room (up the outside ramp 
behind the church) resuming 
at 7pm on Monday 12 
January. All are welcome!

Parish Scripture Group 
Weds 7th January 8-9pm
A monthly meeting in the Benedict 
Room to explore  the Sunday Scriptures 
for the month ahead.
The group is meeting earlier than usual 
this January to look at the readings for 
the Sundays between Christmas and 
Lent. The readings for those Sundays can 
be down loaded using the link below.
 � www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/

scripture-group.html

Praise the Lord, all you nations.

Christ manifested in the flesh,  
Christ justified in the Spirit.

Christ contemplated by the angels, 
Christ proclaimed by the pagans,

Praise the Lord, all you nations.

Christ who is believed in the world,  
Christ exalted in glory.

Praise the Lord, all you nations.

This canticle, based on 1 Timothy 3:16 is prayed in Evening 
Prayer  I of the Epiphany. A hymn of praise, it can serve also 
as an examination of conscience regarding our own devotion 
to the Lord and a prompt to intercession for those who do not 
know Christ.



Spirit-filled, yet hungry, we await your food.
Poor though we are, we have brought ourselves to you:
We are yours, we are yours.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Sanctus

The mystery of faith

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving 

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to be-
come children of God, who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the Only Begotten from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. John bore witness about him, and cried out, 
‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me 
ranks before me, because he was before me.” ’
For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has 
ever seen God; the only begotten God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known.

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: 	   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory �

Your holy people stand washed in your blood,

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of Lords, in human vesture,
in the body and the blood -
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the light of light descendeth 
from the realms of endless day, 
That the powers of hell may vanish 
as the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph; 
cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Lord most high.

Penitential Act

Gloria

We praise you, we bless you, 
 we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Glory to God...
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand,  
of the Father, have mercy on us.
Glory to God... 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,                                                                                         
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Sirach 24:1-2, 8-12

Wisdom will praise herself and will boast in the midst 
of her people. In the assembly of the Most High she 
will open her mouth, and in the presence of his forc-
es she will boast: ‘Then the Creator of all things com-
manded me, and the one who created me gave my 

tent a resting place. And he said, “Make your dwelling 
in Jacob and in Israel receive your inheritance.” From 
eternity, in the beginning, he created me, and for eter-
nity I shall not cease to exist. In the holy tabernacle 
I ministered before him, and so I was established in 
Sion. In the beloved city likewise he gave me a resting 
place, and in Jerusalem was my dominion. So I took 
root in an honoured people, in the portion of the 
Lord, his inheritance.’

Ps 147: 12-13. 14-15. 19-20
O Jerusalem, glorify the LORD!
O Sion, praise your God!
He has strengthened the bars of your gates;
he has blessed your children within you. 

He established peace on your borders;
he gives you your fill of finest wheat.
He sends out his word to the earth,
and swiftly runs his command. 

He reveals his word to Jacob;
to Israel, his decrees and judgements.
He has not dealt thus with other nations;
he has not taught them his judgements. 

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual bless-
ing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before him. In love he predes-
tined us for adoption to himself as sons through Je-
sus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the 
praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed 
us in the Beloved.
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in 
the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, I do 
not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes 
of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what 
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints.

Gospel Acclamation � We sing and say together
Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to you, O Christ, proclaimed 
among the nations. Glory to you, O Christ, believed 
in throughout the world. Alleluia.

John 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the be-
ginning with God. All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
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The season of Christmas continues...
It comes to its conclusion next Sunday with the 
celebration of the Baptism of the Lord. 
In the meantime, on Tuesday we have the great 
feast of Epiphany - a day which the Church asso-
ciates not only with the visit of the wise men to 
Bethlehem and the infant Jesus; but also the bap-
tism of the adult Jesus, and what St John tells us 
of the first of his miracles - the changing of water 
into wine at the wedding feat of Cana. DO come 
and be part of the parish celebration beginning 
with Mass at 10am and continuing with refresh-
ments in the Benedict Room to follow.


