
A novena of prayer  
for the canonisation of  
Blessed Dominic Barberi

O God, who so lovingly raised Blessed Dominic 
to the heights of holiness, learning and apostolic zeal 
and made him a powerful minister of your mercy, 
listen to our humble request.

We pray that you will, in your goodness, 
grant a miracle through the intercession of  
Blessed Dominic, 
so that the Church may further honour him on earth 
and that many more people will come 
to know and to invoke the help  
of this faithful servant of the Church.

This we ask through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Mary, Mother of Holy Hope: pray for us.

Saint John Henry Newman: pray for us.

Blessed Dominic Barberi: pray for us. 

You are invited to pray this prayer  
each day from August 18 until August 26, 

which is Bd. Dominic’s feast day in the Church’s calendar.



Introduction
The life and ministry of blessed 
Dominic Barberi deserves to be 
better known. Perhaps the most-
ly widely known episode in his 
life is Bd. Dominic’s being the 
priest who met with John Hen-
ry Newman to hear his confes-
sion, and to receive him into 
full communion with the Cath-
olic Church. But there is much 
more to know about Dominic in 
whom we can find encourage-
ment for our own lives in faith, 
as missionary disciples.

This publication provides a resource for those praying Birmingham Arch-
diocese’s annual Novena of Prayer for the Canonisation of Bd. Dominic. 
The Church prays daily from August 18 to 26, for Dominic’s canonisa-
tion and in thanksgiving for Dominic’s extraordinary life and work. 

Readings are provided for each of the nine days of prayer readings. 
They come mostly from Bd. Dominic’s own writings. They have been 
chosen to help us get a flavour of his spirituality, a sense for his vo-
cation, and how he responded to the Lord’s call in his ministry in his 
beloved, England. 

These readings have been taken from the very readable Life of Bd. 
Dominic by Father Gerard Skinner. His book - Domenic Barberi – is 
published by Gracewing, and is highly recommended. 

We begin with readings from his early life as his spirituality and sense of 
vocation began to form, and end with readings related to the beginning 
of his mission in England: its difficult first days and the first signs of its 
beginning to bear fruit. Much more followed from those first fruits – and 
a good place to read of all that is, of course, Fr. Skinner’s book.

Fr Allen Morris



Day One: Early Years
Dominic Barberi was born in 1792, the youngest of 11 children. Six 
years later his father died, and his mother just five years later. Heart-
broken he found solace in the love of Mary. Mother of God, and in 
the knowledge and love of God the Father.

To Mary he wrote:

That day you inspired me with greater confidence than ever in your 
maternal protection. I recall dash how vividly I recall! Dash that day 
when I was off and and felt like 1 derelict and abandoned in an un-
known continent. I had recourse to you and only dimly aware of what 
I said, exclaimed, oh! Most holy Virgin you see my plight. You see that 
I am deprived of a mother on earth, so now it is up to you to be my 
Mother. To you I commit myself, in you I trust, from today you shall 
be my Mother. 

Bd. Dominic Barberi. Excellence de Marie, Tournai, 1899.

And to the Father:

I recall, my God, that almost as soon as I came to the use of reason you 
made yourself known to me in a mysterious way exciting alluring at-
tractions for you in my heart you permitted me to hear you whispering 
in my ear love me my son how satisfying worthy attractions which I 
experienced when you gained to draw me to you as I was engaged in 
my exercises of priority and religion.

From a document  
in the General Achives of the Passionists in Rome.

Spend a moment or two in quiet prayer, entrusting yourself 
to God our Father, and invoking the prayers of the Mother of 
God.



Day Two: The call
In time Dominic began to feel, even to hear, the call to religious life, 
as a member of the Passionist Order.

One morning after Holy Communion I heard an interior message 
which was expressed in clearly defined ideas, and all I could do was 
just listen. I did not hear spoken words but only ideas; and what I 
heard was this my son I want you all for myself. You must be mine en-
tirely. I want to be able to do As I like with you, and all you have to do, 
is not to resist my grace. Fear not. I am not calling you to to mention 
don’t imagine that I’m going to ask you to endure terrible torments, or 
that I want you to live as an anchor right. No, that eerily you will be 
better off than you were. All I want from you is that you do my will.

These divine messages continued for two or three months, and all I 
had to do in prayer was to kneel down and just listen to the voice that 
spoke to me. I was on such easy terms with God but he seemed, if I 
might put it that way, to treat me as an equal

Bd Dominic Autobiography:  
Outline of the Divine Mercy in the Conversion of a Sinner.

What experiences have helped you develop your own sense of 
Christian identity and vocation?



Day Three: A call To England
Shortly after beginning his time as a Passionist lay-brother, Dominic 
had a profound spiritual experience that would inform the rest of his 
life

About the end of September, or beginning of October, 1814, on a cer-
tain day, as the religious were taking their meal, I went for a few min-
utes into the church to pray before the altar of the Blessed Virgin, and 
whilst I was on my knees, the thought occurred to me dash how was 
the prophecy of last year to be fulfilled,? Was I to go as a lay brother 
to preach, and to whom was I to go? China and America came to my 
mind. 

Whilst I was thus racking my brain, I understood (not by an internal 
locution as before, but by another mode of interior communication 
which I cannot explain) that I was not to remain a brother but was to 
study; And that, after six years, I should begin my Apostolic ministry; 
And that I was not to labour either in China or America, but in the 
northwest of Europe, and especially in England. The time was not ex-
plained to me, another was the manner in which I was to be sent there. 

I was so convinced of this being a divine communication that I would 
sooner have doubted my own existence than its truth. Soon I was sent 
to Pagliano, to be received as a lay-novice, and yet I felt I would, not 
withstanding, become a cleric and a priest.

Bd Dominic Autobiography:  
Outline of the Divine Mercy in the Conversion of a Sinner.

Where do you feel God may be calling you to share the Good 
New of God’s love and mercy, helping people to know and love 
Jesus Christ.



Day Four: A novice
Dominic learnt to live a disciplined life as a religious, focused on 
seeking holiness and the salvation for all.

He was the most diligent, exact and fervent of all the novices in the 
observance of the Rule. Most fervent of all, too, in prayer, mortifica-
tion, recollection and in learning the practice of virtue. I never had to 
tell him anything twice. He was also, I should add, cheerful, frank, 
light-hearted and yet solid. As far as I could judge, he preserved his 
baptismal innocence, and I am persuaded that he preserved it till death 
and adorned it moreover with ever increasing virtue, especially with 
the virtue of humility, which caused him to reckon regard himself as 
the vilest man on earth and unworthy of human society. 

To humility, he united utter contempt for himself and for anything 
that smacked of worldliness or sensuality. He burned with zeal for the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls especially for those outside the 
Church and for them, he studied, thought, wrote, worked and prayed. 
At table he was so recollected as to hardly notice what he was eating; 
a fact which I was able to confirm years later when I lived in his com-
munity. 

This is all I can say about Fr Dominic of the Mother of God, and I can 
say it without any fear of having exaggerated.

Fr Bernard of Our Lady of Sorrows  
in a document in the General Archives of the Passionists in Rome.

To what do you give priority in this life? How does this help you 
live more faithfully as a disciple of Jesus



Day Five: A priest
Dominic had been welcomed into the Passionist Order to serve as a 
lay-brother, but he knew himself called to service as a priest. But, in 
his humility, he was overwhelmed by the privilege of handling the 
host, Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament.  In his writings he re-
cords a dialogue between himself and the Mother of God. He records 
Mary’s words to him: 

Imagine that you are receiving him, as I received Him in my womb 
when he was incarnate, or as I welcomed Him to my arms when He 
was born, or as I embraced Him on the road to Calvary: or again, as 
I received Him into my arms when they took Him down from the 
Cross...  Remember too, as you say Mass, that it is your duty not only 
to offer the Holy Sacrifice, but also to pray for all Christian people, for 
the Church, for the conversion of sinners, and for the salvation of all 
those whom God assigns to your care as children to their father.

And he records his response to her: 

This I will do to the utmost of my power. From the moment I was or-
dained priest, I think so much of the salvation of others that I almost 
seemed to have forgotten myself. How willingly would I see all saved, 
all saints. If I could give my blood, every drop of it, for the conversion 
of sinners, I would gladly do so but what profit is there in my blood. 
[To which the virgin replies,] If your blood is of no avail, the Blood of 
Jesus which you receive is mighty to save. Offer it, then my son, for 
the conversion of poor sinners and of heretics; Remember that they too 
are my children, redeemed by the Precious Blood of my divine Son. 
[Dominic:] Yes, from this day forward, my one thought, my loving 
task, shall be to carry out your commands.

Both passages are taken from a manuscript of Bd Dominic  
in the General Archives of the Passionists in Rome.

What sustains your own sense of holiness of God, your prayer-
ful reception of the Lord Jesus in Holy Communion, and your 
call to bear witness to Jesus in the world.?



Day Six: Care For England 
Dominic continued to believe in his call to serve the Church in En-
gland, but again and again he found his superiors had other plans 
for him. He found encouragement in the friendships he began to 
develop with English Catholics who he met in Rome. In a letter, he 
wrote: 

I should like to hear frequently about the progress that our holy reli-
gion makes in that island which is never absent from my poor heart. 
Ah, who will give me the wings of a dove to fly further?... I rejoice 
in the hope of being one day able to reach it. Dear England! Beloved 
nation! When shall I see thee restored to the loving bosom of our holy 
Mother the Church? Then shall I be able to say ‘Nunc dimittis servum 
tuum, Domine quia viderunt oculi mei salutare tuum’! [Now those 
does dismiss Thy servant, Lord, because my eyes have seen Thy sal-
vation!] I hope to wait for the time of the divine mercies.

The sweet hope consoles me, which you give me of coming to En-
gland to found our Congregation there. Oh, happy day, when will it 
come? It is true that I am an instrument totally inadequate for so great 
a work; But God can make use of whosoever he pleases and that is my 
consolation. Oh, could I but sacrifice my life and give my blood for 
my beloved brethren of England! I hope that if I do not give my blood, 
I shall at least exhaust my strength for them.

A letter of Bd. Dominic quoted in A 
Wilson’s Blessed Dominic Barberi, Su-
pernatauralized Briton..London, 1967.

How does the news of the day feed into your own prayer life 
and life as a disciple. For what do you long and pray?



Day Seven: In England at last
On the 5th October 1841 Fr Dominic arrived for the first time in En-
gland, to establish his mission in the Midlands. This middle-aged Eu-
ropean Catholic priest caught the eye of those he passed on the road.

He looked very passible in the habit. He was not handsome, nor was he 
tall. He was short, and rather stout of body, and his voice was squeaky, but 
he had an eagle eye, picked up English wonderfully, and could blend sar-
casm and irony in the most simple and apparently harmless observation. 

In secular clothes he was a holy show. His coat was not made in any 
style known to English tailors; It was neither clerical nor secular; It fit-
ted nowhere; And where it might fit it was wrongly buttoned. [Actually 
it was made of habit cloth by the brother Taylor at Ere, Belgium, who 
was innocent of the art of making secular suits. Later he acquired a more 
becoming one.] He carried a watch when he travelled which might well 
have served for a town clock among the Lilliputians, and required to be 
arranged every five weeks at least. His waist-coat seemed the cast-off 
garment of some itinerant hawker, and his pantaloons were evidently 
constructed without consideration for the length or the circumference 
of the legs they enclosed. His shoes might have done service in the ark 
of Noah, so ancient, patched, and innocent of polish did they look. To 
crown all, he wore the meanest and most wretched hat that could be seen 
in England, out of the collieries. 

His gait was shuffling, his countenance appeared to be grieving, and was 
often unshaven. The comical twinkle of his eye when he told a good sto-
ry, and his grave demeanour when he spoke of heaven made him seem 
a compound of all that was humble and sublime in human nature. When 
he came to see us in recreation he amused us immensely. When we went 
to him to confession, or to have our vocations decided, we came away in 
admiration. Altogether, his appearance was so far from elegant that the 
students called him ‘Paddy-Whack’ amongst themselves. He possessed 
marvellous sway over us all, and could do what he liked with us.

Pius Devine CP, Life of the Very Rev. Fr. Dominic of the Mother of God. London, 1897.

Appearances can reveal the inner life, or sometimes they disguise 
it. What might your own dress and demeanour suggest to others?



Day Eight: The cross
Fr Dominic began his public ministry in England at Aston Hall, but 
recognised that the greater need was in the nearby town of Stone. 
The town would show no great welcome to the priest who came to 
serve its people!

As he entered Stone, crowds rushed out to gape at him and insult him, 
as if he were a savage beast or a public thief. Behind him surged a 
rabble of all the local wastrels, from whose mouth issued words of 
ribald and unrepeatable insult. As he passed under the windows, even 
respectable citizens joined in the outcry and jeered at him as the idol-
atrous papist stuttering papist Padre demo neo, the old devil… every 
doorway and window was full of scoffing spectators.

Positio super virtibus, Summarium, 1933.

Of these experiences, Father Dominic wrote

Crosses and afflictions multiply so rapidly and seem so endless that I felt 
myself at the last extremity and was about to go back to Italy. God has 
assisted me up to this, and I hope He will continue to do so. How much 
I have to suffer! Although I have been preparing myself for imaginary 
trials for 28 years, I find I was not half well enough prepared for the 
awful reality. The will of God alone keeps me up. I spent many years 
before coming to this island preparing myself at all times for suffering. 
And now, it seems to me that if I had ever foreseen all that awaited me, 
I should never have had the courage to step on board ship. Such suffer-
ings, and of every kind, would be too much for a giant. Last Sunday, I 
broke down and wept bitterly. I can do no more. The cross is too heavy. 
My God, if you intend to increase it, you must increase my strength too.

Letter of Bd. Dominic to Fr Felix quoted in U. Young.  
The Life and Letters of the Venerable Dominic (Barberi) CP., 

 Founder of the Passionists in Belgium and England. London, 1926.

What has been your greatest disappointment? Your greatest tri-
al? What made it so bad? What has – or what does – help you to 
bear it?



Day Nine: The mission flourishes
Dominic’s Love for the Lord and his people, and his faithfulness to 
his vocation began to bear fruit. Despite – and, sometimes, maybe 
because of his evident limitations and otherness – began to gather a 
rich harvest for the Lord. 

At the end of his first preached mission in England, Fr. Dominic found 
himself greatly distressed at his ability to speak English clearly and at 
people’s inability to understand what he said. As soon as he finished 
speaking, he made for the safety of the sacristy distressed at having let 
down the priest who had invited him, the congregation and himself. 

But he was immediately followed into the sacristy by a well-built 
Irishman who knelt at his feet begging him to hear his confession. 
Upon inquiring which part of his sermon had so moved the man to 
such prompt repentance, the Irishman responded,

‘Your reverence, the whole sermon struck me all of a heap; I did not 
understand more than a few words of it, and don’t know from Adam 
what foreign language you were talking. But I saw you stretch out 
your arms, and your voice had something so kind in it, that I said to 
myself, though I am the biggest blackguard in the whole Church - 
more shame on me! - that holy man won’t scold me, and I’ll make my 
confession to him.’

	 Pius Devine CP, Life of the Very Rev. Fr. Dominic of the Mother of God. London, 1897.

A progress report on Fr Dominic and his work was sent by a brother 
Passionist to Rome, to the General of the Redemptorist Order, advis-
ing that ....

After almost two years of obscurity this torch, so bright and scorching, 
begins to diffuse the light of doctrine and divine fire…

The name of Fr. Dominic becomes everyday more famous. With good 
reason he is considered by almost all the Catholics and by many of 
those Protestants who have made his acquaintance as a man altogether 
extraordinary. One man at Swinnerton said: ‘Fr Dominic is a saint on 
earth.’ One parish priest called him a ‘second St Liguori’…



Wherever he goes, Fr Dom-
inic works wonders. The 
churches are often too small 
for the crowds… In recre-
ation his English is poor, 
but when he preaches, it is 
correct; In fact, the dean of 
one district said he spoke 
exceedingly well. His style, 
so plain, homely, affection-
ate and chatty, and his sim-
ple and humble ways, sur-
prise everybody and steal 
the hearts of his audience, 
who are used to hearing a 
more formal and stilted sort 
of sermon.

From P. Frederico dell’Addolorata, CP.  
Il Beato Domenico della Mardre di Dio.

What do you find you do well? Are there ways in which you and 
your gifts can be placed at the service of neighbour and of the Lord.
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Please report favours granted through 
the intercession of Blessed Dominic to

Fr Ben Lodge CP 
Passionist Retreat Centre 
Minteracres, Consett 
Co. Durham, DH8 9RT


