be against it!

The Bishops of England and Wales
are meeting in Rome. This Sunday
they will offer a Holy Hour praying
for a deeper respect for the dignity of
human life.

They have invited us to join them
- not in Rome, but praying here in
Boldmere at the same time as they
pray in Rome - 5.30pm their time,
and 4.30pm our time. Do come...

A Holy Hour this Sunday

The gift of human life is a precious one. In our present age there are so many
things which work against our own human dignity and the dignity of our
brothers and sisters.

Many see human life, people, as something that can be disposed of when
its continuation seems inconvenient. This belief is often evident in the de-
bates about abortion and assisted suicide.

War and violence is entered into again and again seemingly regardless of
the consequences, or at least indifferent to the misery they inflict.

Prejudice and discrimination is evident across our society - on the basis of
religion, race, colour, age, gender, sexuality. You name it and someone will

Our Parish Scripture Group
meets this Wednesday (8pm in
the Benedict Room) to reflect on
the Sunday Readings for May. To get
the most out of the meeting do read
and think abut the readings in
advance. You will find the readings at
www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/
scripture-group.html

Corpus Christi: A date for the
diary... Following the 1lam Mass
on Sunday 7th June there will be our
customary parish BBQ to celebrate
the feast with the children who have
celebrated their first communion
with the parish this year. The Mass
will end with a procession of the Blessed
Sacrament in which all those children are
invited to take part, wearing once more
their Holy Communion clothes.

Face Masks

We have a fair stock of facemasks left
over from the time of the Pandem-
ic. If you are still using facemasks for
your safeguarding then please do
help yourself from the box in the Sa-

cred Heart Chapel. No charge!

Parish Pilgrimage

Earlier in the year feelers were put
out to see who might be interested in
joining a parish pilgrimage to Rome.
There were only a few takers, and pric-
es are rocketing at the moment! So
plans are being changed. There is still g2
an opportunity to come on pilgrim- &
age - but now to Norfolk not Rome.

Aslast year, the pilgrimage is arranged N
place during the Autumn half term to make it possible for
families with children to take part in any parts that appeal..

All elements of the pilgrimage are optional. Come along for
what you want and stay away from what does not appeal.
And arrange your accommodation and transport accordingly

Final dates and timings are still to be confirmed. But the
current plans are to begin with the opportunity to spend
a day or two in Walsingham prior to the time on Norwich.
Itis suggested that those coming book into the Pilgrim Bu-
reau (details of accommodation available at www.walsing-
ham.org.uk/elmham-house-pilgrim-hotel/)

Atourof Ely Cathedral andits stained glassmuseumis planned
for early afternoon on Monday 26th en route to Walsingham,
and on the 27th a pilgrimage day in Walsingham with a visit
to Binham Priory and, maybe, Wells next the Sea in the af-
ternoon. Between Weds 28th and Friday30th October the
pilgrimage is based in Norwich where three main events are
planned: visits to the Anglican and Catholic Cathedrals and
the shrine of Julian of Norwich (with an opportunity to ex-
plore the life and teaching of Julian - whose writing Revela-
tions of Divine Love are the earliest known writing by an wom-
an in English, and a spiritual resource whose importance has
been increasingly recognised in recent years).

Indeed - as it happens this pilgrimage will have quite a fo-
cus on Mothers in Faith: Julian in Norwich, Our Lady and
Lady Richeldis de Faverches in Walsingham and St Ehel-
dreda in Ely!
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APRIL 2026: PARISH MASSES THis WEEK

Sa |18 |6pm Irene Burn RIP (Makepeace)
9am 3rd SUNDAY For the parish
sul19 OF EASTER
T1am Joe Egan RIP (Devane)
M |20 | 10am Caroline Maynard RIP (Green)
T |21 |10am Geraldine Smith RD (Redmond)
W |22 | 10am Michael Raughter RIP (Keegan)
Th|23 ST GEORGE
F |24 |7pm Pat Power RIP (Lalwor)
S |25 |6pm Geraldine McHugh RD (Burke)
4th SUNDAY -
sul26 9am OF EASTER |/ Thanksgiving (Drozd)
T1am Caroline Maynard RIP (Green)

Anointing of the Sick: Next parish celebration on 20th May

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00; Saturday
5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Elsie Wilkinson, Stephen
Gateley, Rita Rhodes, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies, Lesley Devlin. Please pray
Mary Cullen, Betty Lordan, Gino Mastroianni, Don Tomlinson, Patricia Gallagher
and all whose anniversary occurs at this time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord, may they rest in peace.

Parish repair and renewal
project 2026-7 Information
about the project have been
circulated and are posted in the
church and on the website. To
guide the Parish Pastoral Council
please complete the questionnaire
provided. Paper copies of the
questionnaire are available in the
church but, if possible, please use the
online form - on the website or by this
QR code.
Please sub-
mit your
response by
Ascension
Day - May
15th.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER.

1. Parish Morning Prayer: Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)

2. Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com

3. The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth when
we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again after the
Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Acts 2:14, 22—-33 / Psalm 16:1-2,
5,7-8,9-10, 11 / 1 Peter 1:17-21 / Luke 24:13-35

Lent Alms: Thank you to all
who directed their Lenten Alms
through the parish to the World De-
velopment Group. You contributed
£1,200.19 towards the costs of the
Feed My Lambs school in Uganda.

WEEKDAY SOCIAL. Tuesdays after 10am Mass.

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at
anytime in our carpark. Automatic free parking is available too on Sat
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm. At other times, please - if in church or
here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

Parish Repository: Cards and
gifts for celebrations of First Holy
Communion, and Confirmation.
Open after Sunday morning Masses.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose.
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121
230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

SUNDAY FRIENDS
celebrate Easter

Sunday Friends welcomes everyone
especially people with learning dis-
abilities and or autism and their
tamilies who are at the heart of the
group. It is an opportunity to come
together to have fun, sing and build
friendships. It is for anyone who
would like to come, for all ages, peo-
ple of faith or none and it is free.

Newman Centre,
Sunday 3rd May 1:30-3pm




The Introductory Rites

Opening Song
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide:
the darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, O abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
change and decay in all around I see;

O thou who changest not, abide with me.

I need thy presence every passing hour;

what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

Penitential Act
Gloria

We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Glory to God...

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
You are seated at the right hand,

of the Father, have mercy on us.

Glory to God...

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.
The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word

Acts 2:14, 22-33

On the day of Pentecost Peter, standing with the Elev-
en, lifted up his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Men of
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known
toyou, and give ear to my words. Jesus of Nazareth, aman
attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders
and signs that God did through him in your midst — as
you yourselves know — this Jesus, delivered up accord-
ing to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you
crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was
not possible for him to be held by it.

‘For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always
before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be
shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue re-

joiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. For you will not
abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see cor-
ruption. You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”

‘Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the
patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and
his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a proph-
et, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to
him that he would set one of his descendants on his
throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of
the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor
did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up,
and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted
at the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured
out this which you yourselves are seeing and hearing.’

Ps 16(15):1-2a, 5. 7-8. 9-10. 11
Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the LORD, ‘You are my Lord.’
O LORD, it is you who are my portion and cup;
you yourself who secure my lot.

[ will bless the LORD who gives me counsel,
who even at night directs my heart.

[ keep the LORD before me always;

with him at my right hand, I shall not be moved.

And so, my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;
even my flesh shall rest in hope.

For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
nor let your holy one see corruption.

You will show me the path of life,

the fullness of joy in your presence,

at your right hand, bliss for ever.

O Lord, you will show me the path of life.

1 Peter 1:17-21

Beloved: If you call on him as Father who judges im-
partially according to each one’s deeds, conduct your-
selves with fear throughout the time of your exile,
knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable
things such as silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish
or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of
the world but was made manifest in the last times for
the sake of you who through him are believers in God,
who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so
that your faith and hope are in God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. Lord Jesus, open the Scrip-
tures to us; make our hearts burn within us
when you speak to us. Alleluia.

Luke 24:13-35

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Scripture readings: The English Standard Version of the Bible, Catholic Edition, copyright 2017 by Crossway. The Psalms: Abbey Psalms
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Gloria, Sanctus and Memorial Acclamation. Marty Haugen, International Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL)Tune: © 2010, GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. He is Lord. Text anonymous. Texts of copyrighted songs are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-A-742254. All rights reserved.

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;

On the first day of the week, two of the disciples of Je-
sus were going to a village named Emmaus, about sev-
en miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking with
each other about all these things that had happened.
While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus
himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes
were kept from recognising him. And he said to them,
‘What is this conversation that you are holding with
each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking
sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered
him, ‘Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does
not know the things that have happened there in these
days?’ And he said to them, ‘What things?’ And they
said to him, ‘Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, and how our chief priests and
rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death,
and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the
one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now
the third day since these things happened. Moreover,
some women of our company amazed us. They were
at the tomb early in the morning, and when they did
not find his body, they came back saying that they had
even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive.
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said, but him they did
not see.” And he said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!
Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these
things and enter into his glory?’” And beginning with
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in
all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

So they drew near to the village to which they were go-
ing. He acted as if he were going further, but they urged
him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, for it is towards
evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to
stay with them. When he was at table with them, he
took the bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it
to them. And their eyes were opened, and they recog-
nised him. And he vanished from their sight. They said
to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while
he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the
Scriptures?’ And they rose that same hour and returned
toJerusalem. And they found the Eleven and those who
were with them gathered together, saying, ‘The Lord
has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” Then
they told what had happened on the road, and how he
was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All:  Through our lives and by our prayers,
your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads you into life.

The Eucharistic Prayer

Sanctus

The mystery of faith

The Communion Rite

Communion thanksgiving
I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;
ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me.

Hold thou thy Cross before my closing eyes;

shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee:
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!

Concluding Rites
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