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Readings for 5th Sunday of Easter
Acts 6:1-7
About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against the He-
brews: in the daily distribution their own widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full meeting of 
the disciples and addressed them, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food; 
you, brothers, must select from among yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with 
wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to the service of 
the word.’ The whole assembly approved of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to 
Judaism. They presented these to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of the Lord continued to spread: 
the number of disciples in Jerusalem was 
greatly increased, and a large group of 
priests made their submission to the faith.

Psalm 32(33):1-2,4-5,18-19
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;
    for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.
Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,
    with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.

For the word of the Lord is faithful
    and all his works to be trusted.
The Lord loves justice and right
    and fills the earth with his love.

The Lord looks on those who revere him,
    on those who hope in his love,
to rescue their souls from death,
    to keep them alive in famine.

1 Peter 2:4-9
The Lord is the living stone, rejected by 
men but chosen by God and precious 
to him; set yourselves close to him so 
that you too, the holy priesthood that 
offers the spiritual sacrifices which Je-
sus Christ has made acceptable to God, 
may be living stones making a spiritual 
house. As scripture says: See how I lay 
in Zion a precious cornerstone that 
I have chosen and the man who rests 
his trust on it will not be disappointed. 
That means that for you who are be-
lievers, it is precious; but for unbeliev-
ers, the stone rejected by the builders 
has proved to be the keystone, a stone 
to stumble over, a rock to bring men 
down. They stumble over it because 
they do not believe in the word; it was 
the fate in store for them.

But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a 

Masses: Masses: Mass is celebrated ‘privately’ at 0830 each day. A number of 
parishioners like to spend join themselves with this Mass as they pray at home.
Each morning a brief reflection on one of the readngs of the day is posted on our 
parish blog. One way of joining yourself with the daily parish Mass is to  follow 
the following pattern: make a pentiential act (eg, the I Confess or  the Lord /
Christ have mercy); reading the scripture reading and reflection, and making a 
spiritual communion

If there are people you would like prayed for at daily Mass, please email 
or phone them to Fr Allen, or simply add them to the lead post on the 
parish Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/stnicholasboldmere

Sa 9 Mass intention: Teresa Gill RIP (Gill)

Su 10 5th Sunday of Easter 
Psalter Week 1 Mass intention: Teresa Mulbey (Pitt)

M 11 Mass intention: Gladys Crossman RIP (McDonald)

T 12 Mass intention: Joan & Laurence Cullinan RIP (Lawlor)

W 13 Mass intention: Christine Howlett Ints (SVP)

Th 14 St Matthias Mass intention: For the parish

F 15 Mass intention: Gerard Neenan RIP Anniv

Sa 16 Mass intention: Anne Gallagher RIP (Evans)

Su 17 6th Sunday of Easter 
Psalter Week 2 Mass intention: Aidan Redmond RIP (Redmond)

Scripture readings for the 6th Sunday of Easter  
Acts 8:5–8, 14–17 / Ps 66:1–3, 4–5, 6–7, 16, 20 / 1 Pt 3:15–18 / Jn 14:15–21 
Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick by arrangement.
Baptism, Matrimony, suspended until futher notice
Nourishing prayer at home: Living Eucharist: https://livingeucharist.
wordpress.com/ Also universalis.com or https://pray-as-you-go.org/

Please pray for sick parishioners including Jenifer Cummings, 
Betty Barker, Lyn Hunt; Joan James; Thomas Stevenson; Lea Burke, Peggy 
Gallagher and all who are self-isolating at this time. Please pray for those 
in the health and care services. Please pray also for those who have 
died recently, especially for Gerry Coyle, and for those whose anniversaries 
of death are at this time, including Joseph Drozd, Monica Brugger, Eileen 
Bartropp; Christopher Doyle, Margaret Knowles, Paul Barry, Daniel Murray.  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.  

Parish Prayer for the Dead and for Mourners
You are invited to join with Fr Allen and other parishioners in praying on 
Sundays for those who have died recently, and for their  families and friends.

Texts are posted on the blog Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning,  
but of course  feel free to pray for these intentions as you choose!

May May ISIS  Mary’s Month...  Mary’s Month...  
Each Tuesday to Friday during May there will be a posting to our blog - poems, music, art   
(all with a focus on a Marian theme) and a weekly focus on a  Marian shrine...

Parish Zoom-Rosary - every Monday during May.  
Join other parishioners  to pray the Rosary in a Zoom Meeting. 

For details: https://bit.ly/3d0Csoz

We fly to Thy protection,   
O Holy Mother of God;

Do not despise our petitions in our necessities,
but deliver us always from all dangers,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.  
Amen



people set apart to sing the praises of 
God who called you out of the dark-
ness into his wonderful light.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus said: ‘I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. No one 
can come to the Father except through 
me.’ Alleluia!

John 14:1-12
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let 
your hearts be troubled. Trust in God 
still, and trust in me. 

There are many rooms in my Father’s 
house; if there were not, I should have 
told you.

I am going now to prepare a place for 
you, and after I have gone and pre-
pared you a place, I shall return to take 
you with me; so that where I am you 
may be too. You know the way to the 
place where I am going.’

Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know 
where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?’ 

Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. No one can come to 
the Father except through me. If you 
know me, you know my Father too. 
From this moment you know him and 
have seen him.’

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father 
and then we shall be satisfied.’ 

‘Have I been with you all this time, Phil-
ip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not 
know me? ‘To have seen me is to have 
seen the Father, so how can you say, “Let 
us see the Father”?

Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you I do not speak as 
from myself: it is the Father, living in 
me, who is doing this work. You must 
believe me when I say that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; believe 
it on the evidence of this work, if for 
no other reason.

I tell you most solemnly, whoever be-
lieves in me will perform the same 
works as I do myself, he will perform 
even greater works, because I am going 
to the Father.’

Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, 
a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of 
the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The 
Grail (England).  All rights reserved. 

The Stations of the Resurrection have become a popular 
devotion in recent years. Their focus is even more important this 
year, as we look for hope, and are reminded of our ultimate reason 
for hope.
There is no universally-agreed list of Stations of the Resurrection, nor have 
any Church authorities sought to impose a definitive list. (This is similar 
to the history of the Stations of the Cross, which attained a standard 
form only after many centuries of widely varying local practice.) 

A common pattern is:
1. Jesus is raised from the dead (Mt 28.1-8)
2. The finding of the empty tomb (Mk 16.1-8)
3. Mary Magdalene meets the risen Jesus (Jn 20.1-18)
4. Jesus appears on the road to Emmaus (Lk 24.13-27)
5. Jesus is known in the breaking of bread (Lk 24.28-35)
6. Jesus appears to the disciples in Jerusalem (Lk 24.36-49)
7. Jesus gives the disciples his peace and authorityto forgive sins (Jn 20.19-23)
8. Jesus strengthens the faith of Thomas (Jn 20.24-29)
9. Jesus appears by the Sea of Tiberias (Jn 21.1-14)
10. Jesus forgives Peter and commands him to feed his sheep (Jn 20.15-20)
11. Jesus commissions the disciples upon the mountain (Mt 28.16-20) 
12. The Ascension of Jesus (Lk 24.50-53)
13. Mary and the disciples wait in prayer (Acts 1.12-14)
14. The Holy Spirit descends at Pentecost (Acts 2.1.-47)

You are invited to contemplate the mystery (and some like to use the 
scripture readings to help with this)and then pray the following prayers.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Jesus, Son of the Living God,  
have mercy on me a sinner.

Come Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And You shall renew the face of the earth.

And conclude with the following prayer

O God,  
who sanctify your whole Church in every people and nation,

pour out, we pray, the gifts of the Holy Spirit
across the face of the earth
and, with the divine grace that was at work
when the Gospel was first proclaimed,
fill now once more  
the hearts of believers.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
your Son,
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, dear friends,

We are living through the strangest and most unsettling 
of times together. None of us has ever experienced a Holy 
Week and Easter quite like this year’s as the coronavirus 
took hold across our communities. I know that many of 
you have been anxious about your family members and 
friends who have been ill and our prayers are with those 
who have suffered bereavements in recent days. We pray 
that all those who have died will see the light on the face 
of the risen Christ.

Over recent weeks we have had to modify our way of life 
and our way of faith for the wellbeing and safety of one 
another and this has inevitably changed the way that 
we practise our faith day by day. I realise what a burden 
it is not to be able to visit your parish church or to re-
ceive the sacraments, but this sacrifice is contributing 
to the good of others.

As we continue our journey through the Easter season 
today’s Gospel offers us consolation and encouragement 
just when it is most needed. Today is Good Shepherd 
Sunday – the moment in Eastertide when we hear the 
risen Christ calling us as our shepherd: I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full. This year more 
than ever we need to hear the voice of the shepherd call-
ing us forward – to be carried on his shoulders so that as 
his flock we may gain fresh strength and purpose.

Our Lord calls us to be watchful and attentive as the sheep 
of his flock, to recognise and love the sound of his voice. 
When the Lord calls us it is more than a beckoning – it is a 
vocation, a calling to be his disciples and to do his bidding. 
On Good Shepherd Sunday we pray for an increase of vo-
cations within the Church – vocations to married life, to 
Religious and consecrated life, to the ordained ministries.

I would ask you to pray especially today for those in forma-
tion for the Permanent Diaconate and for the Priesthood. 
It will be a great blessing this year to ordain three of those 
who are currently in formation as Permanent Deacons and 
I know how much they will bring to the parish and chap-
laincy communities they are looking forward to serving.

This summer we shall welcome our three newly-ordained 
priests at the conclusion of their studies and formation in 
Rome. I am also looking forward to ordaining four of our 
eleven current seminarians as priests. During the corona-
virus pandemic all our seminarians have been stationed 
in parishes across the Archdiocese. I thank the clergy and 
the parishioners who have kindly made them so welcome 
during this unexpected pastoral placement. I also thank 
all the seminary staff who have continued to support 
them in their formation.

Priests and deacons witness and work in close collabora-
tion with all the lay faithful, recognising and grateful for 
the wide range of charisms they have received from the 
Holy Spirit. The Church’s life is enriched by the different 
vocations that come from the Good Shepherd. We have all 
been touched over recent weeks by the dedicated work of 

doctors, nurses and care-workers and I am grateful for the 
healthcare chaplains and volunteers who support them.

I am also grateful to those whose vocation finds its ful-
filment in education. Thanks to our teachers and gov-
erning bodies, very many of our Catholic Schools have 
remained open, providing a vital local service for chil-
dren and their families through their outreach work and 
care. Children and staff have been making food parcels 
and seeing them delivered to families and foodbanks. 
Some schools have been making PPE equipment for lo-
cal hospitals and NHS workers or delivering hand-paint-
ed cards to lonely parishioners.There are others whose 
vocation from the Good Shepherd lies in social out-
reach, making the Church’s social teaching alive and 
active in our local communities. Father Hudson’s Care 
supports the work of several agencies across the Archdi-
ocese, making a real difference to those in need during 
the current pandemic.

In Birmingham Tabor House usually provides emergen-
cy night-shelter for those who have been sleeping rough 
on the streets of the city. It is currently helping the City 
Council to staff a crisis centre in a central hotel provid-
ing accommodation for over fifty people. In Smethwick 
the Brushstrokes centre has remained open, thanks to 
staff and volunteers. Last week it provided food for over 
two hundred destitute people, either delivered to their 
homes or safely collected from the centre. You will know 
of other good examples in your own neighbourhood.  
In these difficult days I recognise the wonderful and cou-
rageous witness of those who work in our Care Homes 
and I ask your prayers for the six Catholic Care Homes 
in the Archdiocese. They have come face to face with the 
coronavirus and they have offered the consoling touch 
of the Good Shepherd to those who are sick and recov-
ering, as well as those on their final journey to the Lord.

Many of us would have been preparing during the 
month of May for our annual diocesan pilgrimage to 
Lourdes. The experience of Lourdes has sparked or fos-
tered many a vocation. This year I shall celebrate a spe-
cial Lourdes Mass to be live-streamed from St Chad’s Ca-
thedral on the afternoon of Sunday 24 May, the Seventh 
Sunday of Easter when our pilgrimage was due to begin.

In all of these different settings the ministry of deacons 
and priests is greatly valued as they represent the Good 
Shepherd himself. On this special day of prayer for vo-
cations, please pray for those in formation for ordained 
ministries at our seminaries and currently in our parish-
es. Pray also for those hearing or reading this who are 
aware of the calling of the Good Shepherd, that they 
may have courage and find in Christ the confidence 
they need to offer their whole lives to him.

Dear friends, we also pray for one another as we contin-
ue the journey in company with the risen Christ and al-
ways encouraged by his promise to us: I have come that 
they may have life and have it to the full.

Your devotedly in Christ, 

PASTORAL LETTER from Archbishop Bernard Longley. 4th Sunday of Easter, 2/3 May 2020


