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Parish Repository: Cards and 
gifts for celebrations of First Holy 
Communion, and Confirmation.  Open 
after Sunday morning Masses. 

May 2026: Parish Masses This week

Sa 16 6pm
7th SUNDAY  

OF EASTER

Teresa Gill RIP (Gill)

Su 17
9am Aidan Redmond RIP (Redmond)

11am Lucy Szambir RIP (McDermott)

M 18 10am For the parish

T 19 10am Alice Makepeace RIP (Makepeace)

W 20 10am Mass with Anointing of the Sick

Th 21
F 22 7pm Parish celebration of Confirmation

S 23 6pm

PENTECOST

Kerry Spinner Ints (Gill)

Su 24
9am Patrick & Rebecca Keegan (Keegan)

11am For the parish

Anointing of the Sick: Next parish celebration on 20th May

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 19.30 (after Mass) until 20.00; Saturday 
5.30-5.45 — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick Elsie Wilkinson, Stephen Gateley, 
Rita Rhodes, Mary Daniels, Brenda Davies, Lesley Devlin, Margaret Reeves.  
Please pray for Daniel Murray, Gerry Coyle, Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, Margaret 
Perks, Eileen Hill and all whose anniversary occurs at this time.  Eternal 
rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1.	Parish Morning Prayer:  Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2.	Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com
3.	The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth when 

we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again after the 
Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Acts 2:1–11 / 1 Corinthians 12:3b–
7, 12–13 / John 20:19–23 

WEEKDAY SOCIAL. Tuesdays after 10am Mass. 

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at 
anytime in our carpark.  Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to 
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  At other times, please - if in church or 
here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding 
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures 
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. 
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 
230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.  
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of  

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy 
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

Parish repair and renewal project 2026-7 
Information about the project have 
been circulated and are posted in the 
church and on the website. To guide the 
Parish Pastoral Council please complete 
the questionnaire provided. Paper copies 
of the questionnaire are available in the 
church but, if possible, please use the online 
form - on the website or by this QR code.
Final date for submitting your 
response is this Sunday.

Corpus Christi: A date for the diary...  Following the 
11am Mass on Sunday 7th June there will be our customary 
parish BBQ to celebrate the feast with the children who have 
celebrated their first communion with the parish this year. The 
Mass will end with a procession of the Blessed Sacrament in which all 
those children are invited to take part, wearing once more their Holy 
Communion clothes.

Our Parish Scripture Group 
meets Wednesday 27 May at 8pm in the 
Benedict Room to reflect on the Sunday 
Readings for June. To get the most out of 
the meeting do read and think abut the 
readings in advance. You will find them 
at www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/
scripture-group.html

Parish Pilgrimage
Earlier in the year feelers were put out to 
see who might be interested in joining a 
parish pilgrimage to Rome. There were 
only a few takers, and prices are rocket-
ing at the moment! So plans are being 
changed. There is still an opportunity 
to come on pilgrimage - but now not to 
Rome but to Norfolk. 

As last year, the pilgrimage is arranged 
place during the Autumn half term to 
make it possible for families with children to take part in any parts 
that appeal.. 

All elements of the pilgrimage are optional. Come along for what 
you want and stay away from what does not appeal. And arrange 
your accommodation and transport accordingly

Final dates and timings are still to be confirmed. But the cur-
rent plans are to begin with the opportunity to spend a day or 
two in Walsingham prior to the time on Norwich. It is suggest-
ed that those coming book into the Pilgrim Bureau (details of 
accommodation available at www.walsingham.org.uk/elm-
ham-house-pilgrim-hotel/) 

A tour of Ely Cathedral and its stained glass museum is planned for 
early afternoon on Monday 26th en route to Walsingham, and on 
the 27th a pilgrimage day in Walsingham with a visit to Binham 
Priory and, maybe, Wells next the Sea in the afternoon.  Between 
Weds 28th and Friday30th October the pilgrimage is based in Nor-
wich where three main events are planned: visits to the Anglican 
and Catholic Cathedrals and the shrine of Julian of Norwich (with 
an opportunity to explore the life and teaching  of Julian - whose 
writing Revelations of Divine Love are the earliest known writing by 
an woman in English, and a spiritual resource whose  importance 
has been increasingly recognised in recent years). 

Indeed - as it happens this pilgrimage will have quite a focus on 
Mothers in Faith: Julian in Norwich, Our Lady and Lady Richeld-
is de Faverches in Walsingham and St Eheldreda in Ely!

We Believe Festival brings thousands 
together to encounter Jesus Christ in His 
Church. It’s an unmissable opportunity 
to discover the traditions and charisms 
that flow through the Church, to grow in 
authentic community, and to encounter 
the transforming love of God. Join us from 
24th-27th July, 2026 at the historic and 
beautiful setting of St Mary’s College, 
Oscott for a feast of the True, the Good 
and the Beautiful.

www.webelievefestival.com
WeBelieve needs volunteers to help build 
the festival. From stewarding and pho-
tography to production and site clean-
ing, there are many different areas to 
choose from. Volunteers must be over 18 
and on site from 10am on July 24th to 
Midday on July 27th. You’ll receive free 
tickets and food for the weekend, great 
chances to meet people, and a lot of fun!  
Apply now: www.webelievefestival.com/
get-involved/volunteer

Face Masks We have a fair stock of 
facemasks left over from the time of the 
Pandemic. If you are still using facemasks 
for your safeguarding then please do help 
yourself from the box in the Sacred Heart 
Chapel. No charge!

FIRST COMMUNIONS,  
& CONFIRMATION  

IN 2027
Parents who wish their children 
to prepare to receive these 
sacraments in St Nicholas parish 
in 2027 are asked to email Fr Allen 
to arrange a meeting with him 
to discuss the preparation and to 
apply for their child to join the 
programme.

15-minute meetings are being 
arranged for parents to meet with 
Fr Allen in the Benedict Room 
on Saturdays and Sundays in 
June. Please email him promptly 
on stnicholasboldmere@rcaob.
org.uk to receive details and give 
yourselves maximum choice of 
days/times.

•	 The Holy Communion 
programme is for children in 
Year 3 or older. 

•	 The Confirmation programme 
is for children in Year 6 or older.

In addition, children aged 6 or 
older who have not been baptised 
can be prepared for baptism and 
the other sacraments through the 
programme.

The parish programme is open 
to children whether they attend 
school (Catholic or not) or are 
being home-schooled. The 
provisions of the preparation 
programme provided for each 
child will vary according to their 
various circumstances and needs.

Children’s enrolment for the 2026-
27 programme will take place at all 
Sunday Masses on July 11/12.

The real starting point of the 
Christian mystery is not the 
memorial of a death but the 

recognition of an enduring life... 

Indeed it is the fact of the life 
which endorses the sacrificial 
and redemptive character of the 
death.

Evelyn Underhill



Concluding Rites

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. 

Has risen, as he said, alleluia.  
Pray for us to God, alleluia.

are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I 
am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, 
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.’

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: 	   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory �

The Eucharistic Prayer

Sanctus

The mystery of faith

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving 

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

Penitential Act
Gloria

We praise you, we bless you, 
 we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Glory to God...
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand,  
of the Father, have mercy on us.
Glory to God... 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,                                                                                         
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Acts 1:12-14

After Jesus was taken up into heaven the Apostles re-
turned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey 

away. And when they had entered, they went up to 
the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and 
John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphae-
us and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 
All these with one accord were devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with the women and Mary the moth-
er of Jesus, and his brothers and sisters.

Ps 27(26):1. 4. 7-8a. 
The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
whom should I dread? 

There is one thing I ask of the LORD, only this do I seek:
to live in the house of the LORD /
   all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD,
to enquire at his temple. 

O LORD, hear my voice when I call;
have mercy and answer me.
Of you my heart has spoken,
‘Seek his face.’ 

1 Peter 4:13-16
Beloved: Rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s suffer-
ings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 
glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and 
of God rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a 
murderer, or a thief, or an evildoer, or as a meddler. 
Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. I will not leave you as orphans, 
says the Lord. I am going away and I will come to 
you, and your hearts will rejoice. Alleluia.

John 17:1-11a
At that time: Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that 
the Son may glorify you, since you have given him au-
thority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accom-
plished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Fa-
ther, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 
that I had with you before the world existed.
‘I have manifested your name to the people whom you 
gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave 
them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they 
know that everything that you have given me is from 
you. For I have given them the words that you gave me, 
and they have received them and have come to know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for 
the world but for those whom you have given me, for they 
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Lord Christ, we ask you to spread our table 
with your mercy. 

And may you bless with your gentle hands 
the good things you have given us. 

We know what whatever we have comes from you. 
Thus whatever we eat we should give thanks to you. 

And having received from your hands, let us give 
with equally generous hands to those who are poor, 
breaking bread and sharing our bread with them. 

For you have 
told us  
that whatever 
we give  
to the poor  
we give to you.

A prayer of  
Alcuin of York

A 
 
 
 

 true Eucharist 
is never a pas-
sive, comfort-
ing moment 
alone with 
God, something which allows us to escape the 
cares and concerns of our everyday life. Eucharist is 
where all these cares and concerns come to a focus, 
and where we are asked to measure them against 
the standard lived by Jesus when he proclaimed for 
all to hear that the bread that he would give would 
provide life for the entire world. But it will do so 
only if, finding ourselves with a basket of bread, 
we have poured deeply into the heart of Christ to 
know what to do with it.

Paul Bernier


