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February/March 2026: Parish Masses This week

S 28 6pm

2ND SUNDAY  
OF LENT

Michael Wolfe RD (Lawlor)

Su 1
9am For the parish

11am James Coulborn RD (Coulborn)

M 2 10am ST CHAD James Coulborn RD (Coulborn)

T 3 10am Jean Lawlor RD (O'Gorman)

W 4 10am Alice Makepeace RIP (M)

Th 5

Fr 6 7pm Pauline Compton RIP (Leese)`

S 7 6pm

3RD SUNDAY  
OF LENT

Sean Satchwell RIP (O'Gorman)

Su 8
9am Joseph Aning RIP (Foulds)

11am For the parish

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 4th March at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: During Lent: Fridays 18.15-18.45; 19.30-
20.00; and Saturdays Sat 17.15-17.45. — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Stephen Gateley, Mary 
Daniels, Brenda Davies; & Lesley Devlin. Please pray for Geraldine Smith 
who died recently and all whose anniversary is at this time including Alan King, 
Margaret Healy, Rachel Upham. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may 
they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1.	Parish Morning Prayer:  Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2.	On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.
3.	Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com
4.	The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth when 

we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again after the 
Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Exodus 17:3–7 / Psalm 95:1–2, 
6– 8–9 / Rom ans5:1–2, 5–8 / Johnn 4:5–42  

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at 
anytime in our carpark.  Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to 
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  At other times, please - if in church or 
here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding 
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures 
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. 
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 
230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.  
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of  

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy 
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

How will you use Lent to 
deepen your life in Christ?

Why not come to church and spend 
time in prayer on the Fridays of Lent.

We will have Mass at 7pm 
- including a brief teaching 

about  ways of  prayer (see 
below); Exposition of 

the  Blessed  Sacrament  
and an opportunity for 

Confession   
-  and all over by 8pm!

	  PRAYING...

6  
Mar

...with the 
Examen

13 
Mar

... with sacred 
images

20 
Mar

... with the 
Scriptures

27 
Mar ... for others

Parish Ministers
All parish ministers are asked to come to the quiet afternoon ar-
ranged for you on Sunday March 8th. It will begin at 3pm and 
end by 6.30pm. The afternoon will be held in the church and 
Benedict/McEvilly rooms and include plenty of time for relax-
ing and sharing thoughts and ideas with each other. This makes 
your participation even more important, because as we plan for 
our future as a parish , we need to be helped by the experience, 
reflections and understandings of each one of us.
To help with the catering – for there will be refreshments! – please e-mail 
me to let me know whether or not you are able to come.

Time for us to think...
Do please collect and read the leaflet on 
the proposed Parish refurbishment/
renewal project. An open parish meeting 
in the church at 3pm on Sunday 1st March 
gives an opportunitty for questions before 
we begin the formal consultation process. 

Please also give thought to the suggestion 
that the current 6pm Vigil Mass on 
Saturday be replaced by a Vigil Mass 
at 4pm. It is thought this time is more 
suitable to many families with younger 
children, and it would offer Mass at 
another time to  other parishes - important 
as we bear in mind the reducing number 
of clergy and the encouragment to avoid 
unnecessary duplication of Mass times in 
neighbouring parishes. Any questions? 
Come to the meeting on 1st March.

Celebrating Reconciliation
During Lent and until Holy Week the 
times for Confession will be extended 
to Fridays 18.15-18.45; 19.30-20.00; 
and Saturdays Sat 17.15-17.45. 

As you prepare to celebrate the 
Sacrament do please make use 
of the leaflet available on the 
newsletter table.

In addition the Sacrament can be 
celebrated at the Cluster Penance 
service at Holy Cross & St Francis 
church at 7pm on Mon 23rd March.

NB There in no Mass or Confessions here 
on Friday 6th March. Parishioners are 
invited instead to attend a 7pm Mass in 
the historic chapel at Maryvale House.

Planning your funeral
Increasingly the arrangements for the funerals of faithful 
Catholics are being made by family or friends who do not share 
our Catholic faith. It can be a great help to them if we indicate 
in advance the sort of funeral that we would wish to have.  Sheets 
are available on the newsletter table that you are invited to complete 
and lodge with your personal papers at home, or with your solicitor 
or next of kin. If you need any help completing the form, or wish to 
discuss options, you are very welcome to arrange to talk with Fr Allen.

Junior Readers Youngsters in 
Years 5 or 6 - or above are invited to train 
to be parish readers are asked to see Fr Al-
len so training and help can be arranged.
ADULT readers and Ministers of 
Communion We need to ‘top up’ our 
rota of ministers. If 
you would be interest-
ed in serving, please 
see Fr Allen.

Thursday Talks 7.30pm  Sacred Heart,  
Four Oaks at 5/3: Lenten  Spirituality

St Nicholas World Development Group 
wish to send the children of Feed My Lamb School in Uganda 
new items for their playground and classrooms. You can help 
!. Each week in Lent there is an opportunity to donate  via the 
e-reader at the back of church or in an envelope marked World 
Development Group in the usual collection. The children love 
sport and love to read, so we have a different focus for each week.

•	 This week netballs. These are £7 each.
•	 Week 3 skipping ropes. They cost £6 each.
•	 Week 4 reading books. £6 per book.
•	 Week 5 board games and activities. £8 each.

There are 7 year groups in the school, it would be good to send 
at least one piece of equipment for each class.

We hope you will join us in this venture. Whatever you feel able 
to give will make a real difference. Thank you.

Fr Allen

The SVP groups in Sutton Coldfield plan a fundraising 
Taste of India dinner on 28th March at 7:30 in the Holy Trinity’s 
church hall. Tickets will be on sale here after  Masses  on the week-
end of 7th/8th March. Tickets cost £20. Payment by cash only.

Children preparing for first Sacraments.
•	 The booking form for First Confessions (beginning 2nd 

March) and the resources to prepare for it are available on-
line. Details have been sent to parents.

•	 Those preparing for Confirmation should return their Pa-
tron Saints poster and Sponsor form as soon as possible.

Job vacancy St John Paul ll multi-academy. HR business 
partner - full time post. Salary: Grade 6 (£52,413-£64,811). Clos-
ing date 9/3/26. For more information visit website : www.john-
paulii.co.uk/vacancies or contact hr@sjp2.net

There is a retiring collection 
for CAFOD  

this Sunday

Jesus, Son of the living God, have mercy on me, a sinner.



The mystery of faith

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving 

Lead, kindly light, amid th’encircling gloom, 
lead thou me on; 
the night is dark, and I am far from home, 
lead thou me on. Keep thou my feet;  
I do not ask to see the distant scene;  
one step enough for me.

I was not ever thus, not prayed that thou  
shouldst lead me on; 
I loved to choose and see my path, but now 
lead thou me on; 
I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 
pride ruled my will; remember not past years.

So long thy power hath blest me, sure it still 
will lead me on, 
o’er moor and fen; o’er crag and torrent, till 
the night is gone, 
and with the morn, those angel faces smile, 
which I have loved long since and lost awhile.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: 	   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory 

Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas, Deus ibi est
(Where there is charity and love, there is God.)

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

Be still for the presence of the Lord  
the Holy One is here.  
Come, bow before him now,  
with reverence and fear.  
In Him no sin is found,  
we stand on holy ground.  
Be still for the presence of the Lord,  
the Holy one is here.

Be still for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around;  
He burns with holy fire,  
with splendour He is crowned.  
How awesome is the sight,  
our radiant King of Light!  
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around.

Be still for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place.  
He comes to cleanse and heal,  
to minister His grace.  
No work too hard for Him,  
in faith receive from Him;  
Be still for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place. 

Penitential Act
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Genesis 12:1-4a

In those days: The LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and him who dishonours you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him.

Ps 33(32):4-5. 18-19. 20, 22

The word of the LORD is upright,
and all his works to be trusted.
The LORD loves justice and right,
and his merciful love fills the earth. 

Yes, the LORD’s eyes are on those who fear him,
who hope in his merciful love,
to rescue their soul from death,
to keep them alive in famine. 

Our soul is waiting for the LORD.
He is our help and our shield.
May your merciful love be upon us,
as we hope in you, O LORD. 

2 Timothy 1:8b-10
Beloved: We share in suffering for the gospel by the 
power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy 
calling not because of our works, but because of his 
own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ 
Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been 
manifested through the appearing of our Saviour 
Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation Together we sing/say:  
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. From a bright 
cloud, the Father’s voice was heard: ‘This is my beloved 
Son, listen to him’.  Glory and praise ....

Matthew 17:1-9
At that time: Jesus took with him Peter and James and 
John his brother, and led them up a high mountain 
by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes be-
came white as light. And behold, there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter 
said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good that we are here. If you 
wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He was still speaking 
when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, 
and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.’ 
When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces 
and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, ‘Rise, and have no fear.’ And when they lift-
ed up their eyes, they saw no one, but Jesus only. And 
as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus com-
manded them, ‘Tell no one the vision, until the Son of 
Man is raised from the dead.’

Homily

Acknowledgements Scripture readings: The English Standard Version of the Bible, Catholic Edition, copyright 2017 by 
Crossway. The Psalms: Abbey Psalms and Canticles © 2018 USCCB. Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman 
Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy. Songs: Be Still: David Evans © 1987 WGRG, Iona Commu-
nity; Lead, kindly light: J.H. Newman (1801-90). Texts of copyrighted songs are reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-A-742254. All rights reserved. 

The Triduum Our celebration of the Holy Triduum is the HIGHPOINT of the Church’s 
year and her fullest celebration of the Paschal Mystery. 
All are warmly invited to our celebration of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7pm, the Good Friday Liturgy at 
3pm and the Easter Vigil at 8pm.   Do please book these times out in your diary so you and your family can 
take full part in these celebrations from which, above all, we draw our Catholic, Christian identity.

Children preparing to receive the sacraments of Communion and Confirmation are especially wel-
come. The celebrations offer a profound and accessible way of engaging with the Paschal Mystery. The 
children preparing for the sacraments are invited to help with these very special celebrations - joining in 
the foot-washing; the veneration of the cross and the lighting of the fire and baptismal candles! Create 
memories - and celebrate faith!!

Monday is the feast of St Chad,  
patron of the diocese of Birmingham

Please take time on Monday to pause for prayer and 
ask St Chad to intercede for the continued mission 

of the Church to bear witness to the Gospel  
and to live faithful to Jesus and his teaching.


