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March 2026: Parish Masses This week

S 7 6pm

3RD SUNDAY  
OF LENT

Sean Satchwell RIP (O'Gorman)

Su 8
9am Joseph Aning RIP (Foulds)

11am For the parish

M 9 10am James Coulborn RD (Coulborn)

T 10 0930am Ints:  friends of Jean Lawlor (L family

W 11 10am Mass at Boldmere Place Joan Castor RIP (Carneiro)

Th 12

Fr 13 7pm Eunice Bate RD (Leese)

S 14 6pm

4TH SUNDAY  
OF LENT

For the parish

Su 15
9am Pat Ord RIP (Warrallo)

11am Jean Lawlor RIP (Green)

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 4th March at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: During Lent: Fridays 18.15-18.45; 19.30-
20.00; and Saturdays Sat 17.15-17.45. — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Stephen Gateley, Mary Daniels, 
Brenda Davies; & Lesley Devlin. Please pray for Geraldine Smith who died 
recently and all whose anniversary is at this time including Rachel Upham, Betty 
Sawbridge. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1.	Parish Morning Prayer:  Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2.	On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.
3.	Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com
4.	The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth when we 

read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again after the Sunday). 
Next Sunday’s readings are 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6–7, 10–13a / Psalm 23:1–3a, 
3b–4, 5, 6 / Ephesians 5:8–14 / John 9:1–41

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at anytime 
in our carpark.  Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 5.30pm to 
7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to 11.30am; and 
Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  At other times, please - if in church or here for meetings - 
please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding 
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures 
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose. 
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk  
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.  
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of  

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy 
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

Sunday Friends welcomes every-
one especially people with learning dis-
abilities and or autism and their families 
who are at the heart of the group. Come 
together to explore Lent, to have fun, 
sing and build friendships. Sunday 22nd 
March 1:30-2:30 in the Newman Centre. 

How will you use Lent to 
deepen your life in Christ?

Why not come to church and spend 
time in prayer on the Fridays of Lent.

We will have Mass at 7pm -  
including a brief teaching 
about  ways of  prayer (see  
below); Exposition of the  

Blessed  Sacrament  and an  
opportunity for Confession   

-  and all over by 8pm!
	  

PRAYING...

13 Mar with sacred images

20 Mar with the Scriptures

27 Mar for others

Parish Ministers Meeting for all ministers on Sunday 
March 8th. It will begin at 3pm and end by 5.30pm. The after-
noon will be held in the church and Benedict/McEvilly rooms 
and include plenty of time for relaxing and sharing thoughts 
and ideas with each other. This makes your participation even 
more important, because as we plan for our future as a parish , 
we need to be helped by the experience, reflections and under-
standings of each one of us.

Celebrating Reconciliation this Lent
During Lent and until Holy Week the times for Confession will 
be extended to Fri 18.15-18.45; 19.30-20.00; and Sat 17.15-17.45. 

As you prepare to celebrate the Sacrament do please 
make use of the leaflet available on the newsletter table.

Thee Sacrament is celebrated also at the Cluster Penance service 
at Holy Cross & St Francis church at 7pm on Mon 23rd March.

Junior Readers Youngsters in 
Years 5 or 6 - or above are invited to meet 
with Fr Allen after the 6pm Mass on 14th 
March to discuss practicalities and ar-
range the simple training and support. 

Junior Servers. Youngsters in 
Years 2 and above are invited to speak to 
Fr Allen if they are interested in getting an 
introductory taste of being a server before 
beginning a simple training time.

St Nicholas World Development 
Group wish to send the children of Feed 
My Lamb School new items for their play-
ground and classrooms. The children love 
sport and to read, so we have a different 
focus for each week.
•	 This week: skipping rope, at £6 each.
•	 Week 4 reading books. £6 per book.
•	 Week 5 board games. £8 each.

There are 7 year groups in the school, it 
would be good to send at least one piece 
of equipment for each class.

You can help! We have a weekly opportu-
nity this Lent to donate  via the e-reader 
at the back of church or in an envelope 
marked World Development Group in 
the usual collection. Thank you.

Fr Allen

The SVP groups in Sutton Cold-
field plan a fundraising Taste of India din-
ner on 28th March at 7:30 in the Holy 
Trinity’s church hall. Tickets are on sale 
here after  Mass today. Tickets cost £20. 
Payment by cash only.

Jesus, Son of the living God,  
have mercy on me, a sinner.

Lent, Holy Week and the Triduum
Palm Sunday Mar 29/30 Sunday Masses at usual times

Weds April 1. 12 noon Chrism Mass, St Chad’s Cathedral

Maundy Thursday: 7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday: 11am Stations of the Cross

Good Friday: 3pm Solemn Liturgy  
of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday 8pm Easter Vigil, beginning at 8pm

Easter Sunday April 5 Mass at 9am and 11am

Holy Week comes into its own with the arrival of the Tridu-
um, but the Weekday Masses on Monday and Tuesday offer us 
important readings from the prophet Isaiah and from the Gospels.

On Wednesday of Holy Week the Chrism Mass, at the Cathedral, 
the Archbishop consecrates oils for the Church’s use in the com-
ing year in baptism, confirmation and anointing the sick. It is not a 
short service - but as in half term this year, it is a great opportunity 
for those being confirmed to see where the oil comes to them from!

During Holy Week also, why not take up the invitation to join the 
daily on-line Morning Prayer - details of how to join are on the 
parish website home page. A simple 15 minutes of prayer to begin 
the day can make all the difference.

The Triduum Our celebration of the Holy Triduum is 
the HIGHPOINT of the Church’s year and her fullest cele-
bration of the Paschal Mystery. The Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
at 7pm, the Good Friday Liturgy at 3pm and the Easter Vigil at 
8pm are celebrations from which, above all, we draw our Catholic, 
Christian identity.
Children especially those preparing for the sacraments are 
invited to help with these very special celebrations - joining in the 
foot-washing; the veneration of the cross and the lighting of the 
fire and baptismal candles! Create memories - and celebrate faith!!

Do you have experience of 
designing on-line surveys/
questionnaires? 

Are you willing to work 
with parishioners to  
design the consultation 
about proposed works on 
our parish church, parish  
centre and Mass times? 

If so, please contact Fr  
Allen as soon as possible!

Parish Finance Report
Thank you to Brian Devlin and the 
Finance Committee for their work 
over the past year. The income/out-
goings report has been posted to 
the website and is displayed in the 
porch. You will see the considerable 
loss currently being made in  run-
ning the Newman Centre. This is 
something we need to give thought 
to over the coming months. At 
present the thought is to seek to up-
grade the facilities of the Centre to 
help attract more and varied groups 
and increase the income.

Prayer for Dementia Prayer Week 
Loving God, 
Be close to all who live with dementia and 
those who care for them. 
When memories fade, 
 hold them fast in Your faithful love. 
May Your peace dwell where words are few, 
and Your presence be deeply felt.  Amen.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All: 	   Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory 

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be;  
set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

The Eucharistic Prayer
Holy
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt cæli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 
Hosanna in excelsis.

The mystery of faith
Mortem tuam annuntiamus, Domine,
et tuam resurrectionem confitemur, donec venias.

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving 

We walk by faith and not by sight: 
no gracious words we hear 
of him who spoke as none e’er spoke, 
but we believe him near.

We may not touch his hands and side,
nor follow where he trod;
yet in his promise we rejoice,
and cry, ‘My Lord and God.’

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief,
and may our faith abound; 
to call on you when you are near,
and seek where you are found:

We walk by faith, and not by sight:
no gracious words we hear
of him who spoke as none e’er spoke,
but we believe him near.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

spring of water welling up to eternal life.’ The woman 
said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I will not 
be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.’
Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come 
here.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no hus-
band.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I 
have no husband”; for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you now have is not your husband. 
What you have said is true.’ The woman said to him, 
‘Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers 
worshipped on this mountain, but you say that in Je-
rusalem is the place where people ought to worship.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when neither on this mountain nor in Je-
rusalem will you worship the Father. You worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we know, 
for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is com-
ing, and is now here, when the true worshippers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 
is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in spir-
it and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know that 
Messiah is coming — he who is called Christ. When 
he comes, he will tell us all things.’ Jesus said to her, 
‘I who speak to you am he.’
Just then his disciples came back. They marvelled that 
he was talking with a woman, but no one said, ‘What 
do you seek?’ or, ‘Why are you talking with her?’ So 
the woman left her water jar and went away into town 
and said to the people, ‘Come, see a man who told me 
all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?’ They went 
out of the town and were coming to him.
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, 
‘Rabbi, eat.’ But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat 
that you do not know about.’ So the disciples said to 
one another, ‘Has anyone brought him something 
to eat?’ Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will 
of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. Do 
you not say, “There are yet four months, then comes 
the harvest”? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and 
see that the fields are white for harvest. Already the 
one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit 
for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. For here the saying holds true, “One sows 
and another reaps.” I sent you to reap that for which 
you did not labour. Others have laboured, and you 
have entered into their labour.’
Many Samaritans from that town believed in him 
because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me 
all that I ever did.’ So when the Samaritans came 
to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he 
stayed there two days. And many more believed be-
cause of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no 
longer because of what you said that we believe, for 
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 
indeed the Saviour of the world.’

Homily

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

My God loves me. His love will never end. 
He rests within my heart for my God loves me.

His gentle hand he stretches over me. 
Though storm-clouds threaten the day 
he will set me free.

He comes to me in sharing bread and wine. 
He brings me life that will reach   
past the end of time.

My God loves me, his faithful love endures. 
And I will live like a child held in love secure.

The joys of love as offerings now we bring. 
The pains of love will be lost in the praise we sing. 

Penitential Act
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Exodus 17:3-7

In those days: The people thirsted for water, and the 
people grumbled against Moses and said, ‘Why did 
you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our chil-
dren and our livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried to 
the LORD, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are 
almost ready to stone me.’ And the LORD said to Mo-
ses, ‘Pass on before the people, taking with you some 
of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff 
with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will 
stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you 
shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, 
and the people will drink.’ And Moses did so, in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the name of 
the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quar-
relling of the people of Israel, and because they tested 
the LORD by saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’

Ps 95(94):1-2. 6-7b. 7c-9.

Come, let us ring out our joy to the LORD;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come into his presence, giving thanks;
let us hail him with a song of praise. 

O come; let us bow and bend low.
Let us kneel before the LORD who made us,
for he is our God, and we the people,
the people of his pasture, the flock of his hand. 

O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, /
    as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your forebears put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ 

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
Brothers and Sisters: Since we have been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by 
faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God, and hope does not put us 
to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person — though perhaps for a good person one would 
dare even to die — but God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Gospel Acclamation � Together we sing/say: 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. Lord, you are 
indeed the Saviour of the world; give me living water, so 
that I will not be thirsty. Glory and praise ...

John 4:5-42
At that time: Jesus came to a town of Samaria called 
Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he 
was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It 
was about the sixth hour.
A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said 
to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ (For his disciples had gone 
away into the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman 
said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink 
from me, a woman of Samaria?’ (For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
“Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.’ The woman said to 
him, ‘Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are 
you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well 
and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his live-
stock.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. 
The water that I will give him will become in him a 
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