
Always, everywhere, our relationship with God is the most important relation-
ship we have. It is the source of our life, and it is the end and direction of our 
life. All our other good relationships find their strength and their value here 

too - and in our relationship with God we are offered healing and help for other 
things which may not be wholesome, at least as we have lived them.
In this time of stress, do make time to focus on your relationship with God. You don’t 
have to pretend to be other than you are, better than you are. You have the supreme 
advantage already that God’s knows you and God loves you. Make space to honour 
that love and give thanks for it - so it may be all the more effective in your life.
Make time each day, to let the relationship grow and develop and make more of a 
difference. Each day there will be something on our parish blog or Facebook page for 
you to read and reflect on, sometimes something to do, or that you might encourage 
others to do - to deepen the relationship with the God of love.
This troublesome time might well prove to be also for us a time of blessing. God has 
done stranger things!

A letter from Archbishop Bernard
Dear Fathers and Deacons 
Dear Parishioners
I invite you to read this letter together with 
the two statements from the Bishops’ Con-
ference (available in the porch) as they 
outline our present liturgical and pastoral 
practice in the light of the ongoing corona-
virus pandemic...
Each bishop has been asked to write to his 
own diocese and so I offer the following 
guidelines as a clarification of the national 
guidelines for the clergy and faithful of the 
Archdiocese of Birmingham.
The measures outlined may seem very 
drastic but they are a necessary and pro-
portional temporary response to protect-
ing the most vulnerable in our society. 
O God, come to our aid;  
O Lord, make haste to help us!
Care for Priests and Deacons
Those who are over 70, and those with 
significant underlying health issues, 
should take particular care at this time not 
to make themselves vulnerable to any risk.  
General contact with parishioners should 
be minimised so that the risk of transmis-
sion of the virus is significantly reduced.
Celebrations of Holy Mass
As of Friday 20th March, the celebration 
of Mass will not be public in any setting. 
Priests will celebrate Mass privately each day. As they do so, the 
church will remain closed to the public – which includes all parish-
ioners. (Mass intentions attached to these Masses will be honoured. 
As priests will only be required to celebrate one Mass each day, some 
Mass intentions will need to be postponed to a later date.) 
In line with the Bishops’ Conference guidance, only priests 
may be present for the celebration of Mass. As even Deacons 
are not permitted to be present, I need to emphasise that no-
body else may be present for the celebration of Mass.
The obligation for the faithful to attend Holy Mass on Sundays 
and Holydays of Obligation is removed until further notice. 
Since all of the faithful will be asked to make a Spiritual Com-
munion (rather than receiving Holy Communion) during this 
time, those confined to home who normally receive Holy 
Communion from Sunday Mass will also be asked to make 
a Spiritual Communion.  This will mean they will not receive 
Holy Communion regularly as at present.  Clergy may make 
visits to sick parishioners in accordance with the guidelines 
already given. Care should be taken to ensure social distanc-
ing of the most vulnerable is maintained, including the wel-
fare of those who visit.  I draw priests’ attention to specific 
guidance already given on the anointing of the sick.
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Masses Masses   4th Week of Lent  4th Week of Lent
Sa 21 4th Sunday in Lent 

Psalter Week 4
Mass intention:Thomas Quinlisk RIP (Gill)

Su 22 Mass intention: Patricia Hughes RIP (Hughes) 

M 23 Mass intention: Tony Lawlor RIP

T 24 For the parish

W 25 ANNUNCIATION Mass intention: Bridget Broom RIP (Devlin)

Th 26 Mass intention: Mick Fuller RIP (Perks)

F 27 Mass intention: Olwyn Foster RIP (Rhodes)

Sa 28 5th Sunday in Lent 
Psalter Week 1

Mass intention: Remo Mastoianni RD (M)

Su 29 Mass intention: Bridget Broom RIP (M. Lawlor)

Scripture readings for Mass next Sunday  
Ez 37:12–14 / Ps 130:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 7–8 / Rom 8:8–11 / Jn 11:1–45 

Reconciliation by arrangement. Anointing of the Sick:  
by arrangement.Baptism, Matrimony, suspended until futher notice

Nourishing prayer at home: Living Eucharist: https://livingeucharist.wordpress.
com/ Also universalis.com or https://pray-as-you-go.org/

Please pray for sick parishioners including Jenifer Cummings, Betty Barker, 
Gerry Coyle; Lyn Hunt; Joan James; Thomas Stevenson; Lea Burke, Peggy Gallagher, 
Hazel Kem, and for all who are self-isolating at this time. Please pray for those 
in the health and care services. Please pray also for Kath Devanney, 
Philip Cassera,Sheila Hindle, Paul Garvey, Sarah Finnegan, Tony Lawlor, Eileen 
Headley, Bernard Poller and all whose anniversaries of death are at this time:  
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.  

Contd from page 1) 
We live in difficult and unprecedented 
times.  I, together with my brother Arch-
bishops of England and Wales, will be 
reviewing these guidelines regularly and 
taking into account best advice. I shall 
update you on any changes that are nec-
essary.  In all we face, we know that the 
Lord never abandons his people.
In conclusion, as a Catholic community, 
we must treasure the power of prayer 
during these days: prayer for the world 
and its needs; prayer for our country at 
this time of uncertainty and sickness; 
prayer for the families and communities 
to which we belong, not only in terms 
of health but also for the many con-
cerns of livelihoods affected; prayer for 
ourselves.
Merciful God, 
come to the help of your people. 
Be our shelter in this time of peril 
and strengthen the bonds of our com-
munity. 
Bring healing to all who suffer the rav-
ages of disease 
and assist those whose skill and art  
can put an end to this affliction.  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Assuring you all of my prayers for you 
at this time and asking for your prayers 
for me and those who work with me 
for the good of the Archdiocese.
Yours devotedly in Christ
  Bernard Longley
Archbishop of Birmingham

Parish Parish 
Retiring Collection Thank you for your generous gift of £223.39 collected last 
week for the maintenance of St Chad’s Cathedral.
Praying for the Sick Data Protection legislation means we may not, without their 
explicit permission, publish in the newsletter the names of those who are sick. Details 
of how to provide this are in porch and on our website. Names and requests for prayer 
can be freely posted on the prayerboard, near the Lady Chapel.
Travelling Solo lunch  All who ‘travel solo in life’ (eg widowed, divorced, separated 
or ‘just’ single) are invited to join with others for lunch at a local pub after Sun 11am 
Mass. Next lunch: 5th April!
Parish Group meetings (Scripture Group; Book Club; Art Club, Ladies 
Guild, Travelling Solo) are suspended until further notice. 
Rosary for Vocations. The Rosary group meets in church on Mondays at 3pm to 
pray for vocations. All welcome.

DioceseDiocese
Diaconate Ordination We await confirmation that John Garvey will be ordained 
deacon this summer. Until then, you might like to have a note in your diary of the 
date of those ordinations - 3pm, 12 July at St Chad’s Cathedral
St Joseph’s, Coleshill, offers residential care to older people and those with 
dementia in a Catholic setting, (Mass said daily by resident priests). Respite 
bedrooms are available for those who could benefit from a short stay. Call 01675 
434500 for a chat or to visit.

OtherOther
Lifeline for Marriages Is  your  marriage 
stressed, unloving, cold? Do you want to 
improve your communication? Have you 
separated, divorced, or are you thinking of 
doing so? Do you want to try again? The 
Retrouvaille programme may be what you 
need! Info from 0788 729 6983 or www.
retrouvaille.org.uk
Employment opportunities in local 
school (JPII MAC) full details at http://
johnpaulii.co.uk/vacancies/

Please helP us to avoid sPreading Covid-19 
Please DO NOT return this sheet. Take it home with you. 

Care for our brothers and sisters Care for our brothers and sisters 
who have contracted the virus, or who are in self-isolation to see who have contracted the virus, or who are in self-isolation to see 
if they are free of the virus.if they are free of the virus.
If you know of anyone who is in this situation please let Fr Allen know (giving name 
and telephone number, please) - this can be done in confidence, unless the person 
concerned is willing for their name to be published on the parish sick list. 
People in this situation are obviously in isolation and so it is not possible to visit 
them to minister communion, or the sacrament of the sick. However we can, all 
of us, offer support by keeping in contact by phone. If you would like to be on a 
list to help with shopping and other practical needs for the self-isolated, please 
contact Fr Allen
The usual arrangements pertain for those who are in hospital.

Live-streaming of Masses is advertised on the Diocesan web-
site (www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk) and we expect the 
number of these live-streams to grow, including at St Chad’s 
Cathedral in the near future. 
At other times and wherever this is possible, churches should 
remain open for private prayer. This may include periods of 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament but the emphasis must 
be on private prayer and not gathering the people.  I ask that 
there is no Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament since this 
constitutes a public service.
Baptisms, Sacrament of Reconciliation, First Recon-
ciliation and First Holy Communion, Confirmation, 
Matrimony Please follow the guidelines given in the Bish-
ops’ Conference Liturgical Advice document.
Funerals
Regrettably, while public Funeral Masses must also cease, it is 
recommended that on the day of a Funeral, a Mass without 
the faithful may be offered by the priest for the intentions of 
the deceased and the family.  This will be of some consolation 
to the family in the absence of a public Funeral Mass.  I recom-
mend that a later Mass with the faithful be celebrated when 
restrictions are lifted.

(Letter continues on back page)

Whole Community CatechesisWhole Community Catechesis
4th Week in Lent
1. Listen to the word: What do 

you hear in today’s readings that 
encourages or challenges you?

2. Look into Your Life
• Q4Children: What difference 

do Jesus and Light make to life?

• Q4Youth Who do you know 
that is in darkness? For who you 
can pray for light and life?

• Q4Adults: Where do you need 
the light of Christ and why? 



Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966,  1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and 
Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: 
Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved. For hymnody see ‘Laudate’.

Mass of the 4th Sunday of LentMass of the 4th Sunday of Lent

The Liturgy of the WordThe Liturgy of the Word

1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending 
you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king among his 
sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, 
‘Surely the Lord’s anointed stands there before him,’ but the Lord said 
to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or his height, for I have 
rejected him: God does not see as man sees: man looks at appearances 
but the Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to 
Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He 
then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There 
is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’ Then 
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down to eat until 
he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with 
fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for 
this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him 
where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on 
David and stayed with him from that day on.

Psalm 22(23)
The Lord is my shepherd;
    there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
    where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
    to revive my drooping spirit.
He guides me along the right path;
    he is true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
    no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
    with these you give me comfort.
You have prepared a banquet for me
    in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
    my cup is overflowing.
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
    all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
    for ever and ever.

Ephesians 5:8-14
You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like 
children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in complete 
goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord 
wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness 
but exposing them by contrast. The things which are done in secret 
are things that people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything 
exposed by the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated 
turns into light. That is why it is said: ‘Wake up from your sleep, rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’

Gospel Acclamation
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! I am the light of the world, says the 
Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life. Glory and praise 
to you, O Christ! 

John 9:1-41
As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 
His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
for him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his parents 
sinned,’ Jesus answered ‘he was born blind so that the works of God 

might be displayed in him. As long as the day lasts I must carry out 
the work of the one who sent me; the night will soon be here when 
no one can work. As long as I am in the world I am the light of the 
world.’
Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, 
put this over the eyes of the blind man, and said to him, ‘Go and wash 
in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man 
went off and washed himself, and came away with his sight restored.
His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, 
‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the 
same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man himself 
said, ‘I am the man.’ So they said to him, ‘Then how do your eyes 
come to be open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he answered ‘made a paste, 
daubed my eyes with it and said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so 
I went, and when I washed I could see.’ They asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘I 
don’t know’ he answered.
They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had 
been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s 
eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he 
said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ Then 
some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does 
not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs 
like this?’ And there was disagreement among them. So they spoke 
to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, 
now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man. 
However, the Jews would not believe that the man had been blind 
and had gained his sight, without first sending for his parents and 
asking them, ‘Is this man really your son who you say was born blind? 
If so, how is it that he is now able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We 
know he is our son and we know he was born blind, but we do not 
know how it is that he can see now, or who opened his eyes. He is old 
enough: let him speak for himself.’ His parents spoke like this out of 
fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to expel from the synagogue 
anyone who should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. This was why 
his parents said, ‘He is old enough; ask him.’
So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to 
God! For our part, we know that this man is a sinner.’ The man 
answered, ‘I don’t know if he is a sinner; I only know that I was blind 
and now I can see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How 
did he open your eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and you 
wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it all again? Do you want 
to become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse at him: ‘You 
can be his disciple,’ they said ‘we are disciples of Moses: we know that 
God spoke to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.’ The man replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing thing! 
He has opened my eyes, and you don’t know where he comes from! 
We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but God does listen to 
men who are devout and do his will. Ever since the world began it 
is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man who was born 
blind; if this man were not from God, he couldn’t do a thing.’ ‘Are 
you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and 
through, since you were born!’ And they drove him away.
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he 
said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied 
‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are 
looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, 
and worshipped him.
 Jesus said: ‘It is for judgement that I have come into this world, so 
that those without sight may see and those with sight turn blind.’ 
Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We are 
not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: ‘Blind? If you were, you would not be 
guilty, but since you say, “We see,” your guilt remains.’

Pope Francis on Reconciliation in unusual timesPope Francis on Reconciliation in unusual times
When I read or listen to the Prophet Hosea,  [who says]: “Return, O 
Israel, to the Lord your God,” when I hear it, there comes to mind a 
song that Carlo Buti sang 75 years ago, and that Italian families in 
Buenos Aires loved to listen to: “Return to your Papa. He will sing a 
lullaby again to you.” Return: but it’s your Papa who asks you to 
return. God is your Papa; he isn’t a judge; He is your Papa: Return 
home, listen, come.” And that memory — I was a small boy — brings 
me immediately to the Papa of chapter 15 of Luke, that Father that it 
says: “while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him,” that son who 
had gone away with all the money and had squandered it. However, 
if he saw him from afar, it’s because he was waiting for him. He would 
go up to the terrace — how many times a day! — during the day and 
days, months, years, perhaps, waiting for his son. He saw him from 
afar. Return to your Papa, return to your Father. He is waiting for you. 
It’s God’s tenderness that speaks to us, especially in Lent. It’s the time 
to enter into ourselves and remember the Father and return to Papa.
“No, Father, I’m ashamed to return because . . . You know Father, I have 
made so many . . ., I’ve done a lot . . . “What does the Lord say? “Return, 
I will heal your faithlessness; I will love you freely, for my anger has 
turned from you. I will be as dew to you; you shall blossom as a lily; 
you shall strike root as a tree of Lebanon.” Return to your Father who 
waits for you. The God of tenderness will heal us; He will heal us of the 
many, many wounds of life and of the many awful things we’ve done. 
Everyone has their own!
However, think of this: to return to God is to return to an embrace, 
to the Father’s embrace. And think of the other promise that Isaiah 
makes: “though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow.” He is able to transform us, He is able to change our heart, but 
it’s necessary to take the first step: to return. It’s not to go to God, no: 
it’s to return home.
And Lent always points to this conversion of heart that, in the 
Christian custom, is embodied in the Sacrament of Confession. It’s 
the moment to — I don’t know if to “adjust accounts,” I don’t like 
that — but to let God whiten us, God purify us, God embrace us.
I know that many of you go to Confession for Easter to meet with God 
again. However, many will say to me today: “But, Father, where can I 
find a priest, a confessor, because one can’t leave home? And I want 
to make peace with the Lord, I want Him to embrace me, that my 
Papa embrace me . . . What can I do if I can’t find priests?” Do what 
the Catechism says; it’s very clear: if you don’t find a priest to hear 
your Confession, talk with God, He is your Father, and tell Him the 
truth” Lord, I’ve done this, and that, and that . . . I’m sorry,” and ask 
Him for forgiveness with all your heart, with the Act of Contrition 
and promise Him: “Afterwards I will go to Confession, but forgive 
me now.” And you will return to God’s grace immediately. As the 
Catechism teaches, you yourself can approach God’s forgiveness 
without having a priest at hand. Think: it’s the moment! And this is 
the right moment, the opportune moment. And Act of Contrition 
well made, and so our soul will become white as snow. It would be 
good if today this “return” resounded in our ears, “return to your 
Papa, return to your Father.” He is waiting for you and He will 
celebrate you.

A prayer to make a Spiritual Communion.A prayer to make a Spiritual Communion.

I prostrate myself at your feet, O my Jesus, and I offer you the 
repentance of my heart, which abases itself in its nothingness 

and in your Holy Presence. I adore You in the Sacrament of your 
Love; I desire to receive You in the poor abode that my heart offers 
You. While awaiting the happiness of Sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess you in spirit. Come to me, O my Jesus, that I may 
come to You. May your Love inflame my whole being in life and in 
death. Jesus, I believe in You, I hope in You, I love You.


