Report from Last Sunday’s Meeting for Parish Ministers

Our meeting began with a reflection on various dimensions of Communion - and there are so many of
them! The Communion between Jesus and his disciples, who receive his love and his mission. The Com-
munion between Jesus, the Father and the Spirit that we are invited to join also. The Communion between
us - the Lord’s missionary disciples - who are on earth visible Church: without which communion we can-
not truly be in communion with the Lord. The Communion that we rehearse and enact when we gather to
offer Mass together: the Communion offered in word proclaimed, and in food and drink of the Mass offered
us as Holy Communion. The Communion between all human beings, real if as yet imperfect, by virtue of
our being made by God, and mad in his image and likeness - again a challenge to us who know human be-
ings have one Father, and that Christ is present for us in our every neighbour!

Since the mid-19th Century, in this country, we have keyed into many of these communions through our
parish. Prior to that, because of the outlawing of Catholicism following the English Reformation, the or-
ganisation of the Church was much looser, focused in local missions, often related to local families. The ties
and communion was none the less real - for most fundamentally these derived from Catholics relationship
with each other in Jesus Christ. But they were different - and they were not necessarily as dependent on
local clergy, as is now more often the case.

The Archbishop has for some while now encouraged local parishes to first cluster and then - in quite short
measure - move towards uniting and becoming a single parish. This is in part a response to the declining
number of priests but also a more effective managing of all our resources to better support the mission of
the Church. Each new, larger parish will continue to have a parish priest, often supported by other priests
based in the parish. However increasingly our current parishes will find themselves without a priest living
in their presbytery, and each local community will need to take on more responsibility for maintaining the
sense of communion in their local community. This will lead us to adopting some features familiar from
parish life over the past decades, but also moving back towards something of the (perhaps) ‘looser’ com-
munion that sustained Church life in earlier days.

But this gift of Communion - with the Lord and with the Church - is freely offered, but it is also something
we are called to respond to, that we might benefit from it. “The Lord made us without us, but he will not
save us without us.” And salvation is Communion.

At the meeting on Sunday there was a certain disquiet that parishioners were not being provided with more
information from the Bishops about these diocesan changes and developments. And disappointment that
there was no synodal process or even consultation to explore the issues with the lay faithful.

Fr Allen briefly reported on the work of the Interim Parish Pastoral Council which had spent its first meetings
considering the role of such a PPC, and possible priorities for the future development of the parish. It had

. been helpful in developing the proposals
Lent, Holy Week and the Triduum for the renewal of the parish church, and in
Palm Sunday Mar 29/30 suggesting that a higher priority be given to
Weds April 1. 12 noon

the outreach to young people in the parish.
Maundy Thursday: 7pm

Sunday Masses at usual times
Chrism Mass, St Chad’s Cathedral
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

The meeting was grateful for the service
provided by the members of the PPC. It was
considered that there could be value in ap-

Good Friday: 11am Stations of the Cross

Good Friday: 3pm Solemn Liturgy o
of the Lord’s Passion pointing to the PPC one or two members
— — from each Sunday Mass community, who
Holy Saturday 8p1.n Easter Vigil, beginning at 8pm would also be asked to have a sort of watch-
Easter Sunday April 5 | Mass at 9am and 1lam ing brief for the interests of the members of

The Triduum our celebration of the Holy Triduum - | each particular Mass community.

- the Mass of the Lord’s Supper; the Good Friday Liturgy and the
Easter Vigil - is the HIGHPOINT of the Church’s year and her
fullest celebration of the Paschal Mystery. From these days,
above all, we draw our Catholic, Christian identity.

A suggestion box will be made available in
the church for people to make comments/
suggestions as they see fit.

It was suggested that an approach be made
to the PTA of St Nicholas School to see
whether the parish might provide stalls at
School fétes to raise funds/engage families
in parish activities.

Children especially those preparing for the sacraments are
invited to help with these very special celebrations - joining in the
foot-washing; the veneration of the cross and the lighting of the
fire and baptismal candles! Create memories - and celebrate faith!!
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l unior Readers Youngsters
in Years 5 or 6 - or above are invited to
meet with Fr Allen after the 6pm Mass
this weekend to discuss practicalities
and arrange the simple training and
support. junior Servers.
Youngsters in Years 2 and above are
invited to speak to Fr Allen if they are
interested in getting an introductory
taste of being a server before begin-
ning a simple training time.

S |14 (6pm For the parish
9am 4TH :;:T:::. Pat Ord RIP (Warrallo)
Su|15
11am Jean Lawlor RIP (Green)
M |16 | 10am Theresa Law Ints (M&M C)
T ({17 | 10am Saint Patrick | Gerry O'Meara Ints (Rhodes)
W |18 |11am Funeral Mass of Geraldine Smith
Th|19 St JOSEPH
Fr (|20 |7pm Eunice Bate RIP (Drozd)
S |21 |6pm Thomas Quinlisk RIP (Gill)
5TH SUNDAY
9am Hugh McGrath RD (McG)
Sul22 OF LENT
T1am Mary and Joe Bannon Ints (Cotton)

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 15th April at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: During Lent: Fridays 18.15-18.45; 19.30-
20.00; and Saturdays Sat 17.15-17.45. — and by appointment

Sunday Friends welcomesevery-
one especially people with learning
disabilities and or autism and their
families who are at the heart of the
group. Come together to explore
Lent, to have fun, sing and build
friendships. Sunday 22nd March
1:30-2:30 in the Newman Centre.

Please pray for those who are sick including Stephen Gateley, Mary Daniels,
Brenda Davies; & Lesley Devlin. Please pray for Geraldine Smith whose funeral
Mass is at 11am on 18th Marchy and all whose anniversary is at this time including
Betty Sawbridge, Edward Murphy, Bronia Schmid, Kath Devenney, Hugh McGrath..
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER.

1. Parish Morning Prayer: Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)

2. On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.

3. Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com
4. The Sunday Scriptures are aricher resource for spiritual growth when we

St Nicholas World Develop-

ment Group invites donations
this week to send books to the chil-
dren of Feed My Lambs School Each
book costs £6.00. DOnations can be
made via the e-reader at the back of
church or in an envelope marked
World Development Group in the usu-
al collection. Thank you.

read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again after the Sunday)
Next Sunday’s readings are Ezekiel 37:12-14 / Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
7-8 / Romans 8:8-11 /John 11:1-45

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at anytime¢
in our carpark. Automatic free parking is available too on Sat 5.30pm t
7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to 11.30am; and
Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm. At other times, please - if in church or here for meetings
please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedurey
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rosel
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 23
6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

How will you use Lent to
deepen your life in Christ?

Why not come to church
and spend time in prayer
on the Fridays of Lent.

We will have Mass at 7pm -
including a brief teaching
about ways of prayer (see

below); Exposition of the

Blessed Sacrament and an

opportunity for Confession
and all over by 8pm!

PRAYING...

20 Mar | with the Scriptures

27 Mar for others




The Introductory Rites
Opening Song

Penitential Act
The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
In those days: The LORD said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn
with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite,
for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,
‘Surely the LORD'’s anointed is before him.” But the
LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected
him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the
heart.” And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not
chosen these.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your
sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the young-
est, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel
said to Jesse, ‘Send and get him, for we will not sit down
till he comes here.” And he sent and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was
handsome. And the LORD said, ‘Arise, anoint him, for
thisishe.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anoint-
ed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of
the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward.

Ps ?3(22):1-3& 3b-4.5.6
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The LORD is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me; he revives my soul.

TS e,

He guides me along the right path, for the sake of his name.
Though I'should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would I fear, for you are with me.

Your crook and your staff will give me comfort.

You have prepared a table before me

in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;

my cup is overflowing.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life.

In the LORD’s own house shall I dwell

for length of days unending.

Ephesians 5:8-14

Brothers and Sisters: At one time you were darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light, for the fruit of light is found in all that is good
and right and true, and try to discern what is pleas-
ing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful
even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But
when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes vis-
ible, for anything that becomes visible is light. There-
fore it says, ‘Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’

Gospel Acclamation Together we sing/say:
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. ] am the light of
the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have
the light of life. Glory and praise to you, O Christ.

John 9:1-41

Atthat time: AsJesus passed by, he saw aman blind from
birth. And his disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Je-
sus answered, ‘It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed
in him. We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.
Aslongaslam in the world, [ am thelight of the world.’
Having said these things, he spat on the ground and
made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s
eyes with the mud and said to him, ‘Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). So he went and
washed and came back seeing.

The neighbours and those who had seen him before as
a beggar were saying, ‘Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘It is he.” Others said, ‘No, but
he is like him.” He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ So they
said to him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He an-
swered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud and anointed
my eyes and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” So 1
went and washed and received my sight.” They said to
him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had for-
merly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus
made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees
again asked him how he had received his sight. And he
said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and
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I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said,
‘How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?’ And
there was a division among them. So they said again to
the blind man, ‘What do you say about him, since he
has opened your eyes?’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and
had received his sight, until they called the parents
of the man who had received his sight and asked
them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?’ His parents answered,
‘We know that this is our son and that he was born
blind. But how he now sees we do not know, nor
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of
age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said these
things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had
already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus
to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’

So for the second time they called the man who had
been blind and said to him, ‘Give glory to God. We
know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, ‘Wheth-
er he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know,
that though [ was blind, now I see.”’ They said to him,
‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’
He answered them, ‘T have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again?
Do you also want to become his disciples?’ And they
reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where
he comes from.” The man answered, ‘Why, this is an
amazing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God
does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worship-
per of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never
since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered
him, ‘You were born in utter sin, and would you teach
us?’ And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having
found him he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’
He answered, ‘And who is he, sir, that I may believe in
him?’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and it is
he who is speaking to you.” He said, ‘Lord, I believe’,
and he worshipped him. Jesus said, ‘For judgement I
came into this world, that those who do not see may
see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of
the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said
to him, ‘Are we also blind?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you
were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that
you say, “We see”, your guilt remains.’

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All:  Through our lives and by our prayers,
your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

The Offertory
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
in the Lord I will rejoice!
Look to him, do not be afraid.
In him rejoicing: the Lord is near. x2.

The Eucharistic Prayer

Holy

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt ceeli et terra gloria tua.

Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.

The mystery of faith
Mortem tuam annuntiamus, Domine,
et tuam resurrectionem confitemur, donec venias.

The Communion Rite

Communion thanksgiving
Come, adore this wondrous presence,
bow to Christ, the source of grace.
Here is kept the ancient promise
of God’s earthly dwelling place.
Sight is blind before God’s glory,
Faith alone may see his face.

Glory be to God the Father,
praise to his co-equal Son,
adoration to the Spirit,

bond of love, in Godhead one.
Blest be God by all creation
joyously while ages run. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

Confession this Lent: During Lent and until Holy Week the times for Confession will be extended to

Fri 18.15-18.45; 19.30-20.00; and Sat 17.15-17.45. The Sacrament is celebrated also at the Cluster Penance service
at Holy Cross & St Francis church at 7pm on Mon 23rd March.




