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Report from recent Meeting for Parish Ministers

Our meeting began with a reflection on various dimensions of Communion - and there are so many of
them! The Communion between Jesus and his disciples, who receive his love and his mission. The Com-
munion between Jesus, the Father and the Spirit that we are invited to join also. The Communion between
us - the Lord’s missionary disciples - who are on earth visible Church: without which communion we can-
not truly be in communion with the Lord. The Communion that we rehearse and enact when we gather to
offer Mass together: the Communion offered in word proclaimed, and in food and drink of the Mass offered
us as Holy Communion. The Communion between all human beings, real if as yet imperfect, by virtue of
our being made by God, and mad in his image and likeness - again a challenge to us who know human be-
ings have one Father, and that Christ is present for us in our every neighbour!

Since the mid-19th Century, in this country, we have keyed into many of these communions through our
parish. Prior to that, because of the outlawing of Catholicism following the English Reformation, the or-
ganisation of the Church was much looser, focused in local missions, often related to local families. The ties
and communion was none the less real - for most fundamentally these derived from Catholics relationship
with each other in Jesus Christ. But they were different - and they were not necessarily as dependent on
local clergy, as is now more often the case.

The Archbishop has for some while now encouraged local parishes to first cluster and then - in quite short
measure - move towards uniting and becoming a single parish. This is in part a response to the declining
number of priests but also a more effective managing of all our resources to better support the mission of
the Church. Each new, larger parish will continue to have a parish priest, often supported by other priests
based in the parish. However increasingly our current parishes will find themselves without a priest living
in their presbytery, and each local community will need to take on more responsibility for maintaining the
sense of communion in their local community. This will lead us to adopting some features familiar from
parish life over the past decades, but also moving back towards something of the (perhaps) ‘looser’ com-
munion that sustained Church life in earlier days.

But this gift of Communion - with the Lord and with the Church - is freely offered, but it is also something
we are called to respond to, that we might benefit from it. “The Lord made us without us, but he will not
save us without us.” And salvation is Communion.

At the meeting on Sunday there was a certain disquiet that parishioners were not being provided with more
information from the Bishops about these diocesan changes and developments. And disappointment that
there was no synodal process or even consultation to explore the issues with the lay faithful.

Fr Allen briefly reported on the work of the Interim Parish Pastoral Council which had spent its first meetings
considering the role of such a PPC, and possible priorities for the future development of the parish. It had

. been helpful in developing the proposals
Lent, Holy Week and the Triduum for the renewal of the parish church, and in
Palm Sunday Mar 29/30 suggesting that a higher priority be given to
Weds April 1. 12 noon

the outreach to young people in the parish.
Maundy Thursday: 7pm

Sunday Masses at usual times
Chrism Mass, St Chad’s Cathedral
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

The meeting was grateful for the service
provided by the members of the PPC. It was
considered that there could be value in ap-

Good Friday: 11am Stations of the Cross

Good Friday: 3pm Solemn Liturgy o
of the Lord’s Passion pointing to the PPC one or two members
— — from each Sunday Mass community, who
Holy Saturday 8p1.n Easter Vigil, beginning at 8pm would also be asked to have a sort of watch-
Easter Sunday April 5 | Mass at 9am and 1lam ing brief for the interests of the members of

The Triduum our celebration of the Holy Triduum - | each particular Mass community.

- the Mass of the Lord’s Supper; the Good Friday Liturgy and the
Easter Vigil - is the HIGHPOINT of the Church’s year and her
fullest celebration of the Paschal Mystery. From these days,
above all, we draw our Catholic, Christian identity.

A suggestion box will be made available in
the church for people to make comments/
suggestions as they see fit.

It was suggested that an approach be made
to the PTA of St Nicholas School to see
whether the parish might provide stalls at
School fétes to raise funds/engage families
in parish activities.

Children especially those preparing for the sacraments are
invited to help with these very special celebrations - joining in the
foot-washing; the veneration of the cross and the lighting of the
fire and baptismal candles! Create memories - and celebrate faith!!
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MARCH 2026: PARISH MASSES THis week

S |21 |6pm Thomas Quinlisk RIP (Gill)
5TH SUNDAY

sul22 9am OF LENT Hugh McGrath RD (McG)

T1am Mary and Joe Bannon Ints (Cotton)
ml23 10am Tony Broom RD (Warrallo)

7pm Cluster Penitential Service at Holy Cross church, Walmley
T |24 (10am John & Patricia Hughes (H)
W |25|10am Tony Lawlor Anniv (L)
Th| 26
Fr |27 |7pm Victor & Sylvia Manual RIP (Carneiro)
S |28 |6pm PALM SUNDAY Malcolm Castor RIP (Carneiro)

9am 6TH SUNDAY OF | For the parish
Su |29 LENT

T1am Michael McDermott RIP

Anointing of the Sick: Next Liturgy Weds 15th April at 10am

Sacrament of Confession: During Lent: Fridays 18.15-18.45; 19.30-
20.00; and Saturdays Sat 17.15-17.45. — and by appointment

Please pray for those who are sick including Stephen Gateley, Mary
Daniels, Brenda Davies; & Lesley Devlin. Please pray for Hugh McGrath,
Tony Lawlor, Margaret Lane, Kathleen Passey, Cara Gough, Brian Hickey,
Margaret O’Gorman and all whose anniversary is at this time. Eternal rest
grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.

Our Parish Scripture Group
meets this Thursday (8pm in the
Benedict Room) toreflect on the Old
Testament readings for Holy Week -
Palm Sunday to Good Friday. To get
the most out of the meeting do read
and think abut the readings in ad-
vance. You will find the readings at
www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk/
scripture-group.html

Gift Aid Envelopes are avail-
able now for tose who still wish to
use them. Most parishioners in the
Gift Aid scheme are now donating
by Standing Order (forms available
on the newsletter table) or by the
dedicated Card Reader. It is a great
help to the parish if you are able to
make your weekly gift-aided offering
in either of these ways, especially by
Standing Order. Very many thanks
to all who offer financial support to
the work of the parish and Diocese.

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER.

1. Parish Morning Prayer: Mon-Sat, at 8.30am (Zoom link on website)
2. On-line Rosary - see the parish website’s homepage to get link.

3. Scripture Readings for daily Mass & much more at Universalis.com

4. The Sunday Scriptures are a richer resource for spiritual growth when
we read and pray with them before the Sunday (and again after the
Sunday). Next Sunday’s readings are Isaiah 50:4-7 / Psalm 22:8-9, 17-
18, 19-20, 23-24 / Philippians 2:6-11 / Matthew 26:14—27:66

Sunday Friends welcomes every-
one especially people with learning
disabilities and or autism and their
families who are at the heart of the
group. Come together to explore
Lent, to have fun, sing and build
friendships. Sunday 22nd March
1:30-2:30 in the Newman Centre.

PARISH CAR PARK 1 hour’s free parking is available for anyone at
anytime in our carpark. Automatic free parking is available too on Sat
5.30pm to 7.30pm; Sunday 8am to 2pm; Mon, Tues, Weds 9.30am to
11.30am; and Fri 6.30pm to 8.30pm. At other times, please - if in church or
here for meetings - please use the QR code to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding
Guidance and the National and Archdiocesan policies & procedures
at all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Mary Rose.
She can be contacted at: sg.stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk
Alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121
230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our parish is part of Catholic Sutton Coldfield.
This cluster of Parishes is made up of the parishes of

Holy Cross & St Francis, Walmley; Sacred Heart, Four Oaks; Holy
Trinity, Sutton Coldfield; and St Nicholas , Boldmere.

How will you use Lent to
deepen your life in Christ?

Why not come to church
and spend time in prayer
on the Fridays of Lent.

We will have Mass at 7pm -
including a brief teaching
about ways of prayer (see

below); Exposition of the

Blessed Sacrament and an

opportunity for Confession
and all over by 8pm!

This Friday:
Praying for others




The Introductory Rites
Opening Song

Penitential Act
The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word

Ezekiel 37:12-14
Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, [ will open your graves
and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will
bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know
that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise
you from your graves, O my people. And I will put my
Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the
LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.

Ps 130(129):1-2. 3-4. 5-6b. 6¢-8
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Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
Lord, hear my voice!
O let your ears be attentive
to the sound of my pleadings.

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

But with you is found forgiveness,

that you may be revered.

Ilong for you, O LORD, my soul longs for his word.
My soul awaits the Lord /
more than watchmen for daybreak.
More than watchmen for daybreak,
let Israel hope for the LORD.

For with the LORD there is mercy,
in him is plentiful redemption.

It is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

Romans 8:8-11

Brothers and Sisters: Those who are in the flesh can-
not please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but
in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does
not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life be-
cause of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Gospel Acclamation Together we sing/say
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. 1 am the
resurrection and the life, says the Lord. Everyone who
believes in me shall never die. Glory and praise...

John 11:1-45

Atthat time: A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany,
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary,
who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his
feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. So
the sisters sent to him, saying, ‘Lord, he whom you
love isill.” But when Jesus heard it he said, ‘This illness
does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So,
when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was. Then after this he
said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disci-
ples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking
to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus an-
swered, ‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone
walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees
the light of this world. But if anyone walks in the night,
he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” After say-
ing these things, he said to them, ‘Our friend Lazarus
has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.’ The disciples
said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recov-
er.” Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought
that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them
plainly, ‘Lazarus has died, and for your sake I am glad
that [ was not there, so that you may believe. But let us
go to him.” So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already
been in the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem,
about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their
brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the
house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. But even now I know
that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Je-
sus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.” Martha said
to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
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on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die,
yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes
in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to
him, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the
Son of God, who is coming into the world.’

When she had said this, she went and called her sis-
ter Mary, saying in private, ‘The Teacher is here and
is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose
quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come
into the village, but was still in the place where Mar-
tha had met him. When the Jews who were with her
in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and
go out, they followed her, supposing that she was go-
ing to the tomb to weep there. Now when Mary came
to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet,
saying to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he
was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.
And he said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said
to him, ‘Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews
said, ‘See how he loved him!” But some of them said,
‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man
also have kept this man from dying?’

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb.
It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said,
‘Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, ‘Lord, by this time there will be
a smell, for he has been dead four days.’ Jesus said
to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed you
would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, ‘Father, I
thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but I said this on account of the peo-
ple standing around, that they may believe that you
sent me.” When he had said these things, he cried
out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out.” The man
who had died came out, his hands and feet bound
with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth.
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with
Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All:  Through our lives and by our prayers,
your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

The Offertory
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads you into life.

The Eucharistic Prayer

Holy

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt ceeli et terra gloria tua.

Hosanna in excelsis.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.

The mystery of faith

Mortem tuam annuntiamus, Domine,

et tuam resurrectionem confitemur, donec venias.
The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving

the world,
who has come into the world

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

HOly WeekK comes into its own with the
arrival of the Triduum, but the WEEKDAY MASSES
on Monday and Tuesday offer us important readings
from the prophet Isaiah and from the Gospels.

On Wednesday of Holy Week the CHRISM MASS,
at the Cathedral, the Archbishop consecrates oils
for the Church’s use in the coming year in baptism,
confirmation and anointing the sick. It is not a
short service - but as in half term this year, it is a
great opportunity for those being confirmed to see
where the oil comes to them from!

During Holy Week also, why not take up the invita-
tion to join the daily on-line MORNING PPRAYER - de-
tails of how to join are on the parish website home
page. A simple 15 minutes of prayer to begin the day

can make all the difference.




