
Report from Open Parish Meeting.
Walking in step with Pope Francis  
and Archbishop Bernard…
Thank you to those who came to the meeting on 
Monday last to reflect on the Church’s teaching 
about our celebration of and participation in 
Mass.

We tried to follow the model described in the 
Synod working document, (and printed on page 
4 of this newsletter). The meeting was not called 
for quick fixes but as contribution to a process of 
continued discernment. Much of the work of the 
meeting was seeking to listen careful to the views 
and experiences of all present.

We began with each person invited to speak to 
any one thing that struck them in the Sunday 
Mass 2000 narrative that had been serialised in 
this newsletter.

One thing which had struck a number of those 
present was the level of co-responsibility shown 
for preparation of the liturgy (and for the liturgy) 
and in its celebration. It was striking how we 
are doing the liturgy altogether, not just as 
individuals. Awareness of this increases our sense 
for the richness and dignity of what we are about, 
as the Body of Christ. It was also noted that the 
physical constraints of our church building in 
some respects work against what the liturgy 
invites and expects of us.

At the same time it was noted that there is still 
a certain individualism evident in the way we 
dispose ourselves around the building when 
we come together to celebrate Mass. Without 
intending to, perhaps, we can work against what 
we are invited to be and do when together  Noticing 
this can help us shoulder our responsibility to 
support and encourage each other, and take fresh 
care about how and what we do.

The important role of music, and the challenge 
of getting ministers to support our singing, were 
discussed. At the end of the meeting it was decided 
to actively seek to recruit instrumentalists to assist 
us at the Sunday 6pm and 11am Masses. It is also 
hoped to establish a choir at St Nicholas parish 
– hopefully, but not necessarily, to assist with 
our singing at Sunday Mass but, if not, at least to 
help promote singing in 
Boldmere!

St Nicholas Catholic Church, Boldmere
Address: 243 Jockey Rd., Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5US
Website: www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk             
E-mail: stnicholas.boldmere@rcaob.org.uk    Telephone: 0121 354 1763
Parish Blog: www.stnicholasboldmere.wordpress.com
Parish Priest: Fr Allen Morris        Deacon: Rev John Garvey  
Parish Safeguarding: Mary Rose  (0121 354 4730)
Our Parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216
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July 2023: Parish Masses This week

Sa 8 6pm 14th Sunday 
in Ordinary 

Time

Billy Gleeson RIP (Kenny)

Su 9
9am For the parish

11am Linda Calland RD (Szambir)

M 10 10am Ints of Devlin Family

T 11 10am St Benedict Freda Gateley RIP (Ord)

W 12 10am Thanksgiving to S. Heart (Byrne)

Th 13
F 14 7pm Andy Kean RD (Drozd)

Sa 15 6pm 15th Sunday 
in Ordinary 

Time

Bridget Quinlisk RIP (Gill)

Su 16
9am For the parish

11am Brendan Mulhern RIP (Green)

Anointing of the Sick: Next celebration is 18th August at 11am

Sacrament of Confession: Friday 18.30-18.55; 19.30 (after 
Mass), until 20.00; and Sat 5.30-5.45 — and by appointment 
Please pray for those who are sick including Brenda Davies; 
David Cotton, Rita Rhodes, Stephen Burke; Lesley Devlin; & 
Jean Lawlor. Please pray for Andy Kean who died recently.and 
for Austin McTaff, David Finnegan, Krzyztof Starzewski and all 
whose anniversaries are at this time. 
RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1. Parish prayer on Zoom (links on parish website homepage)  

Morning Prayer:  Zoom meeting Monday to Saturday at 
8.30am; Lectio Sunday at 4pm; Rosary Mon at 7pm. 

2. Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com

WEEKDAY SOCIAL. The ‘Wednesday refreshments’ after the 
10am Mass have reverted to Tuesday refreshments, still after 
Mass and still in the Benedict Room.
PARISH CAR PARK Free parking for one hour is available 
for anyone at anytime in our parish carpark.  Automatic free 
parking permits are issued to cover parking on Saturdays 
between 5.30pm and 7.30pm; on Sundays between 8am 
and 2pm; on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays between 
9.30am and 11.30am and Fridays between 6.30pm and 
8.30pm.  At other times, if on site for parish meetings and the 
like - to park for more than 1 hour, please scan the QR poster in 
the church or Benedict Room to extend your ‘free’ parking time.

First Communion and Confirmation Meeting 
at 5pm today for childrne and families preparing for 
Confirmation and 1st reception of Holy Communion. 

Pilgrimage:  World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 
A Celebration of the World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly on 
Sunday 23 July in Walsingham. Details on poster in the porch.

New Dawn In The Church 
1 July- 4 August – Catholic 
Charismatic Family Pilgrimage 
Conference, Walsingham. 
Liturgy, sacraments, prayer, praise, 
worship, teaching, workshops, 
age-appropriate ministries 
(crèche, children and youth), 
fellowship, and community. 

Full conference details including 
how to register can be found at 
www.newdawn.org.uk

Parish Tea Party  Saturday 5th August at 3pm in the Newman 
Centre. Organised by the SVP and everyone is welcome. There will be 
plenty of tea, coffee and cake, as well as games for all. If anyone needs a 
lift please call 07548 937287 or speak to one of the SVP members. Any 
help clearing away or bringing cake on the day would be amazing. 
Our Mini Vinnies in the primary school are helping by designing 
some posters for us- keep an eye out for them!  PS There’s a raffle too...

Pact (Prison Advice and Care 
Trust) is holding a roadshow on 
Saturday 15 July between 10am 
and 1.30pm in the Grimshaw 
Room on the St Chad’s Cathedral 
site, Birmingham.

As Catholics, why do we support 
prisoners and their families? A 
woman we helped recently, said, 
‘Pact is like a little light, it gives you 
hope.’ Certainly, we are responding 
to Jesus’ words, ‘I was in prison and 
you came to me’ – but something 
deeper is happening too.

At the roadshow we will reflect 
on Catholic Social Teaching 
in the light of imprisonment. 
We will hear from people with 
lived experience of the criminal 
justice system. Prison chaplains 
and Pact services staff will speak 
about their work and the people 
we serve. The Welcome Directory 
is a small charity which supports 
faith communities to become 
places of welcome and acceptance 
for those leaving prison. Find 
out about how our parish might 
become such a place.

Pact warmly invites you to join us 
in person at the Roadshow. You 
can register via the parish blog

Annual Pilgrimage to 
Harvington Hall, Shrine of 
the English Martyrs, takes place 
on Sun 3 Sept. This year the 
Hall is celebrating 100 years of 
ownership by the Archdiocese. 
Archbishop Bernard will be the 
principal celebrant at Mass. 
Details in the porch. www.
harvingtonhall.co.uk

Travelling Solo People can find themselves ‘travelling solo’ for 
many reasons. For example they have not met someone they are 
ready to commit their life to; or they been widowed, or a marriage has 
ended in divorce or separation. There can be are as many reasons as there 
are people. And anyone ‘travelling solo’ is welcome to the parish social group 
which meets monthly, following the Sunday 11am Mass, and usually on the 
last Sunday of the month. Our next gathering is on Sunday 30th July, and is 
for lunch in a local pub.

Today is SEA SUNDAY when we are asked to pray 
and offer support for the work of Stella Maris, the 
official maritime charity of the Catholic Church. This 
mandatory second collection is vital for the future of 
Stella Maris and its support of seafarers and fishers in 
the UK and around the world.



So in this area, once more we are 
actively looking for everyone’s 

help and support. If those with musical talents 
(even if you do not think you have got much musical 
talent!) are ready to place them at the service of the 
parish, it can make such a difference. Some can offer 
to assist every Sunday some much less often, but if we 
know what is available and when we can plan to put 
it to best use, and offer all the support we can. 

It may be that we lack those talents, or people feel 
unable to offer help. In which case it was accepted at 
the meeting (and subsequently agreed by the Finance 
Committee) that we might need to buy in people’s 
services. 

The importance of ‘welcome’ and hospitality was 
noted. A number of people already kindly help in 
this way at the 9 and 11am Masses. Further help is of 
course welcome.

In Sunday Mass 2000, it was noted that care was taken 
to include English and Spanish speakers. We have 
people of different nations in our congregation, 
but as yet their culture/language is not evident, for 
example, in songs we sing. Some thing for us to turn 
our attention to in the coming weeks. 

Finally I spoke to those at the meeting about the 
current review of Deaneries and parishes taking place 
across the Diocese, looking at how best to support 
our life and mission as Church. The next Open 
Meeting (scheduled for September) will likely focus 
on what this work reveals and might 
suggest about the present and future  
situation of the Church in our area.

The Communion Rite
Communion thanksgiving 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,
In purer lives Thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise.

Drop Thy still dews of quietness,
Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of Thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm;
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm.

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come  
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
All:    Through our lives and by our prayers, 
                your kingdom come.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory  NB Our next collections for the Bethany  NB Our next collections for the Bethany  
 Food Bank are July 16th and Aug 6th.    Food Bank are July 16th and Aug 6th.   

In bread we bring you, Lord, our bodies’ labour.
In wine we offer you our spirit’s grief.
We do not ask you, Lord, who is my neighbour?
But stand united now, one in belief. 
Oh we have gladly heard your Word, your holy Word,
and now in answer, Lord, our gifts we bring. 
Our selfish hearts make true, our failing faith renew, 
our lives belong to you, our Lord and King.

The bread we offer you is blessed and broken,
and it becomes for us our spirit’s food. 
Over the cup we bring your Word is spoken, 
make it your gift to us, your healing blood.
Take all that daily toil plants in our heart’s poor soil,
take all we start and spoil, each hopeful dream,
the chance we have missed, the graces we resist, 
Lord, in thy Eucharist, take and redeem.

Sanctus

The mystery of faith

 

continued from page 1.

Psalm 144(145):1-2,8-11,13b-14

I will give you glory, O God my king,
    I will bless your name for ever.
I will bless you day after day
    and praise your name for ever.

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
    slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
    compassionate to all his creatures.

All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
    and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
    and declare your might, O God.

The Lord is faithful in all his words
    and loving in all his deeds.
The Lord supports all who fall
    and raises all who are bowed down.

Romans 8:9,11-13
Your interests are not in the unspiritual, but in the 
spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in 
you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ 
you would not belong to him, and if the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then 
he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your 
own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you.

So then, my brothers, there is no necessity for us to 
obey our unspiritual selves or to live unspiritual lives. 
If you do live in that way, you are doomed to die; but 
if by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of the 
body you will live.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heav-
en and earth, for revealing the mysteries of the king-
dom to mere children. Alleluia!

Matthew 11:25-30
Jesus exclaimed, ‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and of earth, for hiding these things from the learned 
and the clever and revealing them to mere children. 
Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased you to do. 
Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father; 
and no one knows the Son except the Father, just as 
no one knows the Father except the Son and those to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

‘Come to me, all you who labour and are overbur-
dened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is 
easy and my burden light.’

Homily
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

The Introductory Rites 
Opening Song

I am the bread of life.
You who come to me shall not hunger. 
and who believe in me shall not thirst.
No-one can come to me, 
unless the Father draws them.
And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up, 
and I will raise you up on the last day.

The bread that I will give  
is my flesh for the life of the world,
and if you eat of this bread,
you shall live for ever, you shall live for ever.

I am the Resurrection, I am the Life.
Those who believe in me, 
even though they die,
they shall live forever, they shall live for ever.

Yes Lord, we believe,  
that you are the Christ,
the Son of God, who has come into the world.

Gloria

We praise you, we bless you, 
 we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Glory to God...
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand,  
of the Father, have mercy on us.
Glory to God... 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,                                                                                         
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God... Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word 
Zechariah 9:9-10

The Lord says this: ‘Rejoice heart and soul, daughter 
of Zion! Shout with gladness, daughter of Jerusalem! 
See now, your king comes to you; he is victorious, he 
is triumphant, humble and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. He will banish chariots from 
Ephraim and horses from Jerusalem; the bow of war 
will be banished. He will proclaim peace for the na-
tions. His empire shall stretch from sea to sea, from 
the River to the ends of the earth.

Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966,  1967 and 1968 by Darton, Long-
man & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission 
of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights 
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