
Still coping with COVID
You will be aware that COVID infections are 
once more on the rise. Please if you suspect you 
may be infected do carry out a lateral flow test 
and only come to church if you test negative. 
Increasingly those who are more vulnerable 
are once more wearing masks to come church. 
Although - at this time we are not reintroduc-
ing any formal social distancing, if you see 
someone wearing a mask, do please give them 
some space.

In terms of the way we celebrate Mass we are 
pretty much back to normal. But there are two 
particular things that we have not reintro-
duced. The first is the Sign of Peace. The sec-
ond is Holy Communion under both kinds. 
Both present their challenges.

The way we celebrate the Sign of Peace is 
being studied again by the Church - and for a 
variety of reasons. 

• The first is that this action can cause a certain 
distraction in the assembly just before the re-
ception of Communion 

The Newman Centre A reminder of the great re-
source our parish and local community has in the New-
man Centre. Its halls and meeting rooms are available 
for private or group hire. For more details please contact 
Kaye O’Keeffe, the hall manager, by email ( newmancc.
boldmere@rcaob.org.uk ) or on 0121 321 2285
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JULY 2022: Parish Masses This week

Sa 16 6pm 16TH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY 

TIME

Bridie Pursell RIP (Byrne)

Su 17
9am For the parish

11am Hazel RIP (McDermott)

M 18 10am

T 19 10am

W 20 10am Barbara Martin RD (O'Gorman)

Th 21

F 22 7pm In Thanksgiving (Drozd)

Sa 23 6pm 17TH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY 

TIME

For the parish

Su 24
9am Special Intention (Drozd

11am

Anointing of the Sick: Usually on last Friday of month at 11am 
Penance/Reconciliation: Friday 7.30pm, Saturday 5pm
Please pray for parishioners who are sick including Jean 
Lawlor, Stephen Burke, Brenda Davies, Elizabeth Barker, Lyn Hunt; 
Joan James; Joanne McShane. Please pray for Margaret O’Brien, 
Pauline Butler; Michael, McInerney; Josie Garvey; Margaret 
Stroud, Fred Rhodes, Geoffrey Sterling, CHristine Foster, Ron 
Wilkinsony and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.  

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1. Parish prayer on Zoom (links on parish website homepage)  

Morning Prayer:  Zoom meeting Monday to Saturday at 
8.30am; Lectio Sunday at 4pm; Rosary Mon at 7pm.

2. Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com
3. Sunday’s Scripture readings: food for prayer during the week.

Opportunities for families and 
youngsters ( and others!) to join 
our teams of parish ministers
As we continue to get ‘back to normal’ following 
the worst of COVID there is an opportunity to 
once more encourage families and youngsters to 
assist the smooth running of our parish by volun-
teering to assist in a range of ways.

Having plenty of volunteers does make a great deal 
of difference to parish life - and also when we have 
good numbers, it reduces the ‘burden’ on use all.

Such things are all our responsibility as members 
of the Church but is especially helpful for parents 
and children to take their part, so as to more firmly 
establish in their children the sense that we are not 
called to passive ‘consumers’ of Church, and also to 
help them deepen their understanding of what it is 
that we do.

Sometimes par-
ents will volun-
teer their children 
to assist, but it 
makes a huge 
difference to the 
children when 

they minister alongside their parents. It gives them 
confidence. It reinforces the importance of what they 
do - and it challenges the sense that helping in such 
ways is  ‘for other people’, or just for children.

What ministries can children help with?
• Those who are in present Year 2 or Year 3 or older are 

welcome to join our teams that take the Offertory 
Collection. (For this ministry children must be assisted 
by parents)

• Those who are in present Year 3 or older are wel-
come to enrol as altar servers.

• Those who are in present Year  4 or older are wel-
come to enrol as parish readers.

• Training is provided for all ministers, so that every-
one can feel well-prepared and supported in what 
they do for the parish.

These days shortly after children have received com-
munion for the first time, or been 
confirmed, are key times for parents 
to encourage their youngsters to make 
the most of these opportunities. 

Do please see Fr Allen as soon as pos-
sible for more details, so ‘new’ teams 
can be in place, ready for September.

Dates for the diary
• Our next parish social is on Sat Oct 1st - it may 

be a quiz or may be a race night. Either way it will 
be suitable for the whole family and begin straight 
after the 6pm Mass.

• Our next Parish Ministers Day is on Sat Septem-
ber 10th. Full details are on the noticeboard beside 
the Lady Chapel.

A reminder that because of the Common-
wealth Games Triathlon events our parish 
car-park will be closed from  Friday 29th 
to Sunday 31st July. Many local roads will be 
closed also on the Friday and Sunday, and there 
may be additional local parking restrictions.

Masses will be celebrated at the usual times 
over those days. Best to plan to come on foot!

Preparing for Sacraments: The next meetings 
for parents preparing for the baptism of infants will 
begin on Saturday 17th September at 12noon with 
a meeting in the Benedict Room. Parents wishing to 
take part should see Fr Allen as soon as possible.

EEternal God,  ternal God,  
you draw near to us in Christ  you draw near to us in Christ  
and make yourself our guest.and make yourself our guest.

Amid the cares of our daily lives,Amid the cares of our daily lives,
make us attentive to your presence, make us attentive to your presence, 
that we may treasure your word that we may treasure your word 
above all else.above all else.

We ask this through We ask this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,  your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,  your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God for ever and ever.God for ever and ever.

AmenAmen

Thank you to the Garderning Team who come and 
work hard on the plants around the church on Second 
Saturday of each month. 

Come to the ‘Sinners Cafe’ Teas and coffees in the 
Newman Centre after Weds morning masses. All are 
welcome - even saints.

- and to the detriment of 
our focus on Christ’s Sac-

ramental presence, an d our preparation for re-
ceiving his gift of himself. 

• The second is that this action which relates 
to the Lord’s invitation to be reconciled with 
others before offering our gifts to God. Some 
Christian traditions therefore incorporate 
this action into the Offertory: maybe this 
would be best followed in the Roman Rite too.

What the Sign of Peace is not especially about is 
us greeting our particular friends and family. The 
sign might be seen at its most authentic were we 
to take pains to share the Peace especially with 
those others in our congregation we find our-
selves most ‘in tension’ with! Now, doing that 
might be most edifying and most embarrassing  
— all at the same time. 

In the meantime, if we are missing the Sign of 
Peace and want to make all feel welcome do take 
the opportunity to greet those sitting near you 
before Mass begins, and especially engaging with 
those you do not already know.

The Ministering of Holy Communion under 
Both Kinds does not have so many liturgical or 
theological issues attached to it. But there are 
some significant practical challenges - more than 
there is room in this week’s newsletter

continued from  page 1



The Eucharistic Prayer

Sanctus

Mystery  
of faith

The Communion Rite
The Lord’s Prayer
Communion thanksgiving

Thanks be to God whose love has gathered this day.
Thanks be to God who helps and guides on our way.
Thanks be to God who gives us voice,
  that we might thank him:
Deo gratias; Deo gratias, thanks be to God most high.

Thanks be to God for all the gifts of life and light; 
thanks be to God whose care protects us, day and night;
thanks be to God who keeps in mind us who forget him:

Thanks be to God who knows our secret joys and fears; 
thanks be to God who when we call him, always hears;
thanks be to God our rock and strength, ever sustaining:

Thanks be to God who made our world and all we see; 
thanks be to God who gave his Son to set us free;
thanks be to God whose Spirit brings warmth and rejoicing:

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rites
Dismissal

glory: this is the Christ we proclaim, this is the wisdom 
in which we thoroughly train everyone and instruct 
everyone, to make them all perfect in Christ.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Open our heart, O Lord, to accept 
the words of your Son. Alleluia!

Luke 10:38-42
Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her house. She had a sister called 
Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened to 
him speaking. Now Martha who was distracted with all 
the serving said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is 
leaving me to do the serving all by myself? Please tell 
her to help me.’ But the Lord answered: ‘Martha, Mar-
tha,’ he said ‘you worry and fret about so many things, 
and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who 
has chosen the better part; it is not to be taken from her.’

Homily
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
The Offertory

Our next monthly collection for the Bethany Food Bank  Our next monthly collection for the Bethany Food Bank  
will be taken on August 6/7. will be taken on August 6/7. 

Take my hands and make them as your own,
and use them for your kingdom here on earth,
consecrate them to your care,
anoint them for your service where,
you may need your Gospel to be sown.

Take my hands they speak now for my heart,
and by their actions they will show their love,
guard them on their daily course,
be their strength and guiding force,
to ever serve the Trinity above.

Take my hands I give them to you Lord,
prepare them for the service of your name,
open them to human need,
and by their love they’ll sow your seed, 
so all may know the love and hope you give.

The Introductory Rites 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,
In purer lives Thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard
Beside the Syrian sea
The gracious calling of the Lord,
Let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow Thee.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
Drop Thy still dews of quietness,
Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of Thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm;
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm.

Penitential Act
Gloria

The Liturgy of the Word 
Genesis 18:1-10

The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of Mamre 
while he was sitting by the entrance of the tent during 
the hottest part of the day. He looked up, and there 
he saw three men standing near him. As soon as he 
saw them he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet 
them, and bowed to the ground. ‘My lord,’ he said ‘I 
beg you, if I find favour with you, kindly do not pass 
your servant by. A little water shall be brought; you 
shall wash your feet and lie down under the tree. Let 
me fetch a little bread and you shall refresh yourselves 
before going further. That is why you have come in 
your servant’s direction.’ They replied, ‘Do as you say.’

 Abraham hastened to the tent to find Sarah.’ ‘Hurry,’ 
he said ‘knead three bushels of flour and make loaves.’ 
Then running to the cattle Abraham took a fine and 
tender calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried to 
prepare it. Then taking cream, milk and the calf he 
had prepared, he laid all before them, and they ate 
while he remained standing near them under the tree.

‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked him. ‘She is in 
the tent’ he replied. Then his guest said, ‘I shall vis-
it you again next year without fail, and your wife will 
then have a son.’

Psalm 14(15):2-5

Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?
He who walks without fault; he who acts with justice
and speaks the truth from his heart;
he who does not slander with his tongue.

He who does no wrong to his brother,
who casts no slur on his neighbour,
who holds the godless in disdain,
but honours those who fear the Lord.

He who keeps his pledge, come what may;
who takes no interest on a loan
and accepts no bribes against the innocent.
Such a man will stand firm for ever.

Colossians 1:24-28
It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering 
now, and in my own body to do what I can to make up 
all that has still to be undergone by Christ for the sake 
of his body, the Church. I became the servant of the 
Church when God made me responsible for delivering 
God’s message to you, the message which was a mystery 
hidden for generations and centuries and has now been 
revealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose to reveal it to 
them and to show all the rich glory of this mystery to 
pagans. The mystery is Christ among you, your hope of 

Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966,  1967 and 1968 by Darton, Long-
man & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission 
of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights 
reserved.  Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Anointing of the Sick
Because of the Commonwealth Games, the next 
ministering of this sacrament in church will take 
place NOT on 29th July but on the 5th August. 

The  next celebration of the Sacrament in hte parish 
church after that will be on 30th September.


