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Parish Masses during the coming week

Sa 15 6pm
2nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time

Luke Gill RIP (Gill)

Su 16
9am Birthday intentions (CD)

11am For the parish

M 17 10am St Antony Charles and Agnes Sawbridge RIP

T 18 10am David Woulfe RIP (Foster)

W 19 10am St Wulstan St Nicholas parish (Sutherland)

Th 20
Fr 21 7pm St Agnes George Baden Powell (Foster) 

Sa 22 6pm
3rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time

For the parish 

Su 23
9am Theresa O'Doneill RIP (Egan)

11am Danny Scally RIP

Sacrament of Confession: Friday evenings after 7pm Mass until 
8pm; and 5-5.30pm on Saturday. (Also by appointment)
Anointing of the Sick: Last Friday of month at 11am 
Please pray for parishioners who are sick including Jean 
Lawlor, Stephen Burke, Brenda Davies, Elizabeth Barker, Lyn Hunt; 
Joan James; Thomas Stevenson. Please pray for Jacqui Reilly whose 
funeral is here at 1145 on Tuesday, and for Wendy Vargus, Doris 
Johnson, Terry Devenney, Kathleen Cecil and all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O 
Lord, may they rest in peace.  

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins on Tuesday 18 
January and continues until Tuesday 25 January.

Perhaps you could include the following words of Jesus in 
your daily prayer during the Week of Prayer.

Creator of light,
illumine our path by the light of Christ  

who moves before us and leads us.
May he be a beacon for our pilgrimage.
Enlighten us and dwell within us.
Guide us to discover a manger in our hearts  
where a great light still shines.
We thank you for the gift of that unfading Star,  
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.
Heal our divisions and draw us closer to the Light  
that we may find our unity in him. Amen.

The prayer is taken from the resources produced for the 
Week by the Churches of the Middle East.  
These can all be found at https://bit.ly/3qdqMbE

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1. Parish prayer on Zoom(links on parish website)  

Morning Prayer:  Zoom meeting Monday to Saturday at 8.30am; 
Lectio Sunday at 4pm; Rosary Mon at 7pm.

2. Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com
3. Read your way through Luke’s Gospel - the Gospel of the year  

( Text available at https://www.esv.org )

Looking forward
Challenges are set before us in the Archdioc-
esan Vision - Unfolding God’s Plan, and as the 
Church prepares for the forthcoming Synod. 
And then there are challenges particular to us 
as a parish — some of which were  highlighted 
in my note in last week’s newsletter ( still avail-
able to read at https://bit.ly/33nC2JE ).

Some welcome this, and others resent it. 
Change and development is rarely straight for-
ward or easy - but hopefully we will find that 
exploring these things together will deepen 
our faith, build up our  parish, and help us take 
up our responsibilities as Church. 

On the back page of this newsletter are a num-
ber of particular things for us to give some 
thought to, and the opportunity for everyone 
to give a steer to how things move forward 
here at St Nicholas parish.

Before Mass today we will refresh our famili-
arity with the Storrington Mass setting that 
— because of COVID — we have not sung for 
almost two years!

This gives an opportunity to remind ourselves 
how important to our celebration of Mass are 
both our common song, and our keeping si-
lence together. 

Famously it is said that to sing our prayer is 
to pray twice - perhaps because of the effort 
involved when we care to find common voice 
and to sing (more or less) the right notes!

Silence is important, for it gives us opportuni-
ty while we are gathered together, to engage 
as individuals with what we hear in scrip-
ture; what to offer as our personal prayers in 
response to biddings from priest, deacon or 
reader.

The Introduction to the Missal informs us that 
together we “are to form one body, whether 
in hearing the word of God, or in taking part 
in the prayers, and in the singing, or above all 
in the common offering of the Sacrifice and 
by participating together at the Lord’s table.” 
We “are to avoid any appearance of singular-
ity or division”: we have only one Father in 
heaven as so are all brothers 
and sisters to each other.

Something to ponder on...
A number of parents of younger children have said 
how helpful to their family routine an ‘afternoon’ 
Mass proved when one was provided at 4pm on 
Saturdays during the Pandemic when the num-
bers permitted in church were severely restricted.

There is no question of a 4th Sunday Mass being 
added to the schedule. Two reasons for this are giv-
en below. However it would be conceivable that 
on Sunday itself we might have one Mass in the 
morning and one in the afternoon - perhaps at 4, 
5 or 6pm. 

1. The numbers presently attending Mass do 
not merit a 4th Sunday Mass being intro-
duced, and the number of available assistant 
lay ministers would not in any case permit 
the appropriate ministering of a 4th Mass. 

2. There is encouragement to ensure that - 
should circumstances require it, for example 
because of illness or holidays - that the regular 
parish Mass schedule in any particular parish 
might be covered by other local clergy. The 
current Sunday morning schedule of local 
parishes already makes that rather imprac-
tical, but rescheduling one of our morning 
Masses might help with that, without putting 
undue pressure on other clergy in the more 
exceptional circumstances noted above.

So, some parishioners have suggested a Sunday 
PM Mass might be introduced in our parish.  

Do you have a view? If so, please feel free to share 
it with Fr Allen. 

MORE to ponder on...
As we continue to try to move forward, deal-
ing with some of the consequences of COVID, 
it would probably be helpful to set priorities. 
There may be some cross-parish priorities, but 
also some that particular ‘Mass-communities’ 
might be ready to take responsibility for.

Maybe ‘Mass-community’ requires a word of 
explanation? It is a term that acknowledges 
that the community that forms around each 
Mass time has its own identity. Of course the 
members vary from week to week, but there 
are some for example who only ever attend 
the 6pm Saturday Mass, and others only ever 
attend the 9am Sunday Mass. To some degree 
they can be seen as ‘a parish within the parish’ 
- like most things this sometimes serves as a 
strength, and sometimes not. But examples of 
strengths can be a particular Mass Community 
wanting actively to provide music for its Mass, 
or Liturgy of the Word for its children, or — af-
ter Mass — refreshments and an opportunity to 
meet, and offer active welcome to newcomers.

Other things are usually better organised across 
mass-communities, as parish, - for example - 
social action, catechesis, bible-study groups

Anyway, as we continue to try to move forward 
it seems helpful to consult on what matters we 
would like to give priority to. There are some 
suggestions below. But space for you to add 
your own. Please indicate the Mass you usual-
ly attend and, if you wish, your name and con-
tact details, and return form next Sunday..

What to be getting on with.... Priority:  
1 low, 10 high

Sunday mass I usually attend

1.  Music ministry at Mass
2.  Children’s Liturgy
3.  Refreshments in Newman Centre after Mass Name (optional)
4.  Welcoming team at Mass
5.  Advisory group for use and development of 
      the Newman Centre
6.  Tending parish gardens/car park Email (optional)
7.  Developing team to visit and take  
     communion to housebound people 
8.  Develop house/area groups in parish to help  
      deepen/develop faith and parish life
? Telephone (optional)
?
?



Memorial Acclamation

The Communion RiTe

The Lord’s Prayer

Song after Communion
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us...

The Concluding Rites
Blessing and Dismissal
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966,  1967 and 1968 by Dar-
ton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The 
Grail (England).  All rights reserved.  Excerpts from the English translation 
of The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on English in the Lit-
urgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Like a young man marrying a virgin,
so will the one who built you wed you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices in his bride,
so will your God rejoice in you.

Psalm 95(96):1-3,7-10
O sing a new song to the Lord,
    sing to the Lord all the earth.
    O sing to the Lord, bless his name.

Proclaim his help day by day,
    tell among the nations his glory
    and his wonders among all the peoples.

Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
    give the Lord glory and power;
    give the Lord the glory of his name.

Worship the Lord in his temple.
    O earth, tremble before him.
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’
    He will judge the peoples in fairness.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; 
there are all sorts of service to be done, but always to 
the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in 
different people, it is the same God who is working in 
all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is 
given to each person is for a good purpose. One may 
have the gift of preaching with wisdom given him 
by the Spirit; another may have the gift of preaching 
instruction given him by the same Spirit; and anoth-
er the gift of faith given by the same Spirit; another 
again the gift of healing, through this one Spirit; one, 
the power of miracles; another, prophecy; another the 
gift of recognising spirits; another the gift of tongues 
and another the ability to interpret them. All these are 
the work of one and the same Spirit, who distributes 
different gifts to different people just as he chooses.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: 
you have the message of eternal life. Alleluia!

John 2:1-11
There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. The moth-
er of Jesus was there, and Jesus and his disciples had 
also been invited. When they ran out of wine, since 
the wine provided for the wedding was all finished, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 
Jesus said ‘Woman, why turn to me? My hour has 
not come yet.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do 
whatever he tells you.’ There were six stone water jars 
standing there, meant for the ablutions that are cus-
tomary among the Jews: each could hold twenty or 
thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars 
with water’, and they filled them to the brim. ‘Draw 
some out now’ he told them ‘and take it to the stew-
ard.’ They did this; the steward tasted the water, and 
it had turned into wine. Having no idea where it came 
from  – only the servants who had drawn the water 
knew – the steward called the bridegroom and said, 

The Introductory Rites
Opening Song
Blest are the pure in heart,
For they shall see our God;
The secret of the Lord is theirs,
Their heart is Christ’s abode.

The Lord, who left the heavens,
Our life and peace to bring,
To dwell in lowliness with men,
Their pattern and their King.

Still to the lowly soul
He does himself impart,
And for his dwelling and his throne
Chooses the pure in heart.

Lord, we thy presence seek;
May ours this blessing be;
Give us a pure and lowly heart,
A temple meet for Thee.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word
Isaiah 62:1-5
About Zion I will not be silent,
about Jerusalem I will not grow weary,
until her integrity shines out like the dawn
and her salvation flames like a torch.

The nations then will see your integrity,
all the kings your glory,
and you will be called by a new name,
one which the mouth of the Lord will confer.
You are to be a crown of splendour in the hand of the 
Lord, a princely diadem in the hand of your God;
no longer are you to be named ‘Forsaken’,
nor your land ‘Abandoned’,
but you shall be called ‘My Delight’
and your land ‘The Wedded’;
for the Lord takes delight in you
and your land will have its wedding.

‘People generally serve the best wine first, and keep 
the cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty to 
drink; but you have kept the best wine till now.’

This was the first of the signs given by Jesus: it was 
given at Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen, and 
his disciples believed in him.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayer of the Faithful

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

The Offertory
Take our bread, we ask you,
Take our hearts, we love you,
Take our lives, oh Father, We are yours, we are yours.

Yours as we stand at the table you set,
Yours as we eat the bread our hearts can’t forget.
We are the signs of your life with us yet;
We are yours, we are yours.

Your holy people stand washed in your blood,
Spirit-filled, yet hungry, we await your food.
Poor though we are, we have brought
Ourselves to you:
We are yours, we are yours.

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Sanctus

Our next monthly collection for the Bethany  
Food Bank will be on 5th/6th February.

A reflection for personal prayer  
while Holy Communion is distributed.
Our bodily needs are real and important, and meet-
ing them is as important as meeting any need of a 
whole, integrated personality. Feeding a hungry 
stomach is in no way less honourable than think-
ing lofty spiritual thoughts. But when we invest too 
much in feeding ourselves, and want too much in re-
turn, something goes wrong.

Doris Janzen Longacre

Prayer outside the parish
• Mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

by joining Fr Allen and other parishioners 
at Choral Evensong at Lichfield Cathedral - 
5.30pm on Sunday 23rd January

• Join with Fr Allen and other citizens of Bir-
mingham for a time of prayer and recollection 
to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day. 
Sunday 30th January, Millennium Point, B4 
7XG. Doors open at 1.30pm, event at 2pm. 

Help needed (so please read on....)
We are in urgent need of additional par-
ish readers and ministers of Holy Communion. 

It is likely that new readers would assist at Mass 
twice a month and new ministers of Holy Com-
munion assist with distributing Holy Communion 
at Mass once a month. An introductory session, of 
about an hour, will be provided for new ministers 
at a time convenient for you.


