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Sharing in responsibility  
for our parish celebrations of Mass
There is a meeting at 6pm in the Benedict Room on Sunday 20 Feb 
(for just 60 minutes!) to help plan music and liturgy for our Lent/
Holy Week/Easter liturgies. All welcome - especially parish Readers.

On Sunday 26th Feb in the church at 5.30pm (for 60 mins)there 
is a meeting for all parents and younger children who would like 
to take a fuller part in our Sunday Masses - including this year’s 
Holy Triduum. 

Liturgy of the Word for children Thank you to four 
young parents who are now leading LWC (for children in Recep-
tion through to the end of Year 2) at the 9am Mass. They  will 
be leading liturgies fortnightly. The next liturgy is on 19th Feb. 
This service can be offered at other masses if additional volun-
teers come forward. LWC? It is the Sunday Liturgy of the Word 
adapted to help children enter into the regular ritual, learning to 
listen and reflect on the word and apply it to their lives.

Helping children to take their proper part in Mass
For the youngest children the first things that are going to be in place are them getting used to the rhythm 
of Sunday/going to church; of being blessed with water as they come in and maybe helped to know it is a 
place where we pray and to recognise some of the figures of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

Once they are older help them to join with us in our actions —  genuflecting to the Blessed Sacrament, to-
gether with when you come to your bench; making the sign of Cross; standing and kneeling etc, as seems 
practical.

Once they are starting to read, help them — again, along you — to follow the prayers and readings in the 
newsletter/service sheet. And when it is possible, encourage them to take part in the parish celebrations of 
Liturgy of the Word for children (from Reception through to end of Year 2, presently at 9am Mass).

When children are in Year 1, especially, do encourage them to take part in all of the prayers and actions 
of the Mass. This is what they will be doing when they are at Mass at school, so it is clearly important that 
parents encourage their children to that full participation in Sunday Mass too. And help them to learn 
some of the simpler prayers and responses and songs off by heart.

At every stage, it is such a help when parents speak with their children about what struck them themselves 
in the readings, or in the songs and prayers. And of course to help the children prepare for the Mass by 
each person being ready to come to Mass with three things to pray  about: 1 thing to give thanks for; 1 
thing to say sorry for; and one thing to ask for help with. Don’t press your child to share with you what in 
particular they will be praying about, but encourage them to do this — to the extent it is appropriate! — by 
sharing with them what you yourself will be praying for.

Doing this together

Outreach to the sick and housebound: A reminder 
to our parish ministers of Holy Communion of this Sunday’s 
Zoom meeting to discuss how we reach out to minister the 
word of God and Holy Communion to fellow parishioners 
who are sick and housebound. Meeting is for 30 minutes, begin-
ning at 5.30pm. If you have misplaced the zoom link already sent 
to you, please email Fr Allen. A number of other parishioners 
have highlighted the importance of this ministry. There will be 
details next week of how they can volunteer to play a part too.

Welcome all
A parish group is slowly feeling its 
way, wanting to discover and learn 
how we can best offer welcome and 
support to those with special needs 
in our Christian community – and 
their families.

There is a fun social meeting on 
3rd April, from 1-3pm in the Bene-
dict Room. It is open to all who are 
interested. It offers an opportunity 
for people to come together, share 
thoughts, enjoy each other’s com-
pany and prepare together 
for our celebration 
of Holy 
Week and 
Easter.

Through this bread  
there comes about  
what we see  

in the gospel: 
a fellowship of pilgrims,  
a fellowship gathered  
around the apostles,  
a fellowship of a meal 
that includes everyone,  
a fellowship of one single  
pilgrim path to God.

Karl Rahner, SJ

Three talks by  Dr Judith Champ
Pope Francis and Archbishop Bernard invite 
us to consider and share our understandings 
of the Church and her mission. This series of 
talks by an eminent Church historian, active in 
the Diocesan Synod consultation process, will 
provide interesting and helpful context for our 
continuing reflections on the life and mission 
of the Church in our parish and Archdiocese.

Tuesdays 8th, 15th  
& 22nd March  

7.45 — 9pm 

Meeting in the  
Benedict Room  

Can you gift aid your donations to the parish?
If you are, the parish is able to claim 
back from the Government 25p for 
every £1 you give. And it will not cost 
you any extra. 

When people join this scheme, it makes 
a very big difference to our parish fi-
nances. This is especially important as 
we try to get things back together after 
2 years of COVID.

If you are able to help the parish in this 
way, then (1) please complete a Gift 
Aid declaration form, (available in the 
porch) and (2) make your future dona-
tions either by Standing Order, or using 
the parish Gift Aid envelopes we can pro-
vide you with, on request. 

While we’re on the subject, 
• if you are currently part of the parish 

Gift Aid scheme but no longer eligi-
ble to be, do please inform Fr Allen 
or Brian Devlin (the parish Gift-Aid 
organiser), so that our records can be 
kept up to date.

• If you want collection envelopes (Gift 
Aid or other) but dropped out of the 
system during COVID-time, please 
complete one of the forms in the 
porch and we’ll get your new enve-
lopes ready for April.

Parish Masses during the coming week

Sa 19 6pm
7th Sunday  

in Ordinary Time

John Gill RIP (Gill)

Su 20
9am For the parish

11am Imelda Kirrane RIP (Devane)

M 21 10am Patrick J O'Dowd (Gallagher)

T 22 10am Feast of St Peter’s Chair Teresa Torri RD (Redmond)

W 23 10am St Polycarp St Nicholas Parish (Sutherland)

Th 24

Fr 25
11am Service of Exposition & Sacrament of anointing of the Sick

7pm

Sa 26 6pm
8th Sunday  

in Ordinary Time

For the parish

Su 27
9am David P RIP (McGrath)

11am Karen Walsh RD (Rhodes)

Sacrament of Confession: Friday evenings after 7pm Mass until 8pm; 
and 5-5.30pm on Saturday. (Also by appointment)
Anointing of the Sick: Last Friday of month at 11am 

Please pray for parishioners who are sick including Jean Lawlor, 
Stephen Burke, Brenda Davies, Elizabeth Barker, Lyn Hunt; Joan James; 
Thomas Stevenson. Please pray for Marie Hodgetts, Emily Zytkiewiccz, Ray 
Simmonds and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. Eternal 
rest grant unto them, O Lord, may they rest in peace.  

RESOURCES FOR PRAYER. 
1. Parish prayer on Zoom(links on parish website)  

Morning Prayer:  Zoom meeting Monday to Saturday at 8.30am; Lectio 
Sunday at 4pm; Rosary Mon at 7pm.

2. Readings of the day and much more at Universalis.com
3. Read your way through Luke’s Gospel - the Gospel of the year  

( Text available at https://www.esv.org )

Altar servers: We want 
to re-establish our teams of 
adult and junior servers. Ap-
plication forms are available 
at the entrance to the church.



Poor though we are, we have brought ourselves to you:
We are yours, we are yours.

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Sanctus

Memorial Acclamation

The Communion RiTe

The Lord’s Prayer

Song after Communion
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless his holy name.  
Bless the Lord my soul, who leads me into life.

The Concluding Rites
Blessing and Dismissal
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966,  1967 and 1968 by Darton, Long-
man & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission 
of the publishers. Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights 
reserved.  Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

inside the camp, his spear stuck in the ground beside 
his head, with Abner and the troops lying round him.
 Then Abishai said to David, ‘Today God has put your 
enemy in your power; so now let me pin him to the 
ground with his own spear. Just one stroke! I will not 
need to strike him twice.’ David answered Abishai, 
‘Do not kill him, for who can lift his hand against the 
Lord’s anointed and be without guilt? The Lord forbid 
that I should raise my hand against the Lord’s anoint-
ed! But now take the spear beside his head and the 
pitcher of water and let us go away.’ David took the 
spear and the pitcher of water from beside Saul’s head, 
and they made off. No one saw, no one knew, no one 
woke up; they were all asleep, for a deep sleep from the 
Lord had fallen on them.
 David crossed to the other side and halted on the top 
of the mountain a long way off; there was a wide space 
between them. He called out, ‘Here is the king’s spear. 
Let one of the soldiers come across and take it. The 
Lord repays everyone for his uprightness and loyalty. 
Today the Lord put you in my power, but I would not 
raise my hand against the Lord’s anointed.’

Psalm 102(103):1-4,8,10,12-13
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
    all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
    and never forget all his blessings.

It is he who forgives all your guilt,
    who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
    who crowns you with love and compassion.

The Lord is compassion and love,
    slow to anger and rich in mercy.
He does not treat us according to our sins
    nor repay us according to our faults.

As far as the east is from the west
    so far does he remove our sins.
As a father has compassion on his sons,
    the Lord has pity on those who fear him.

1 Corinthians 15:45-49
The first man, Adam, as scripture says, became a living 
soul; but the last Adam has become a life-giving spirit. 
That is, first the one with the soul, not the spirit, and 
after that, the one with the spirit. The first man, being 
from the earth, is earthly by nature; the second man 
is from heaven. As this earthly man was, so are we on 
earth; and as the heavenly man is, so are we in heaven. 
And we, who have been modelled on the earthly man, 
will be modelled on the heavenly man.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Open our heart, O Lord, to ac-
cept the words of your Son. Alleluia!
Luke 6:27-38
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you who are listen-
ing: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat you 
badly. To the man who slaps you on one cheek, present 
the other cheek too; to the man who takes your cloak 

The Introductory Rites
Opening Song
My God loves me.
His love will never end.
He rests within my heart
for my God loves me.

His gentle hand
he stretches over me.
Though storm-clouds threaten the day
he will set me free.

He comes to me
in sharing bread and wine.
He brings me life that will reach
past the end of time.

My God loves me,
his faithful love endures.
And I will live like a child
held in love secure.

The joys of love
as offerings now we bring.
The pains of love will be lost
in the praise we sing. 

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect

The Liturgy of the Word
1 Samuel 26:2,7-9,11-13,22-23
Saul set off and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, 
accompanied by three thousand men chosen from 
Israel to search for David in the wilderness of Ziph.
 In the dark David and Abishai made their way to-
wards the force, where they found Saul lying asleep 

from you, do not refuse your tunic. Give to every-
one who asks you, and do not ask for your property 
back from the man who robs you. Treat others as you 
would like them to treat you. If you love those who 
love you, what thanks can you expect? Even sin-
ners love those who love them. And if you do good 
to those who do good to you, what thanks can you 
expect? For even sinners do that much. And if you 
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what 
thanks can you expect? Even sinners lend to sinners 
to get back the same amount. Instead, love your en-
emies and do good, and lend without any hope of 
return. You will have a great reward, and you will be 
sons of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked.
‘Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. 
Do not judge, and you will not be judged yourselves; 
do not condemn, and you will not be condemned 
yourselves; grant pardon, and you will be pardoned. 
Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, and running over, 
will be poured into your lap; because the amount you 
measure out is the amount you will be given back.’

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand  
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
Amen.

The Prayer of the Faithful

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

The Offertory Song
Take our bread, we ask you,
Take our hearts, we love you,
Take our lives, oh Father,
We are yours, we are yours.
Yours as we stand at the table you set,
Yours as we eat the bread our hearts can’t forget.
We are the signs of your life with us yet;
We are yours, we are yours.
Your holy people stand washed in your blood,
Spirit-filled, yet hungry, we await your food.

Our monthly collection for the Bethany Food 
Bank is next taken on Sunday 6th March.  
In the meantime donations to various local  

foodbanks can be made at local supermarkets.

Bishop Walsh 6th Form: Deadline for applications 
is 4th March, 2022.      
Do you have a Latin/English Daily Missal that you 
would like to pass on? Fr Allen is looking for a copy 
published before the reforms of the mid-1950s.
Sponsors sought by Eleanor Upham who is running 
the London Marathon and supporting Macmillan 
Cancer Support. https://bit.ly/3HXR73F

Compassionate God and Father, 
you are kind to the ungrateful,  

merciful even to the wicked.

Pour out your love upon us, 
that with good and generous hearts 
we may keep from judging others  
and learn your way of compassion.

A Refresher Day for 
parish liturgical ministers
from our parish and other parishes in the  
Birmingham North and East  Deanery
All readers, ministers of communion, musicians, 
 welcomers, , church cleaners etc welcome

Saturday 5th March
The Day begins at 10am and ends at 3pm

— come for all or part, as you like. 
Full details on noticeboard in the porch


