SOME

of the parables of Jesus

The Light of the Lamp Matthew 5:14-16

Jesus said: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father who is in heaven.”

The speck and the log Matthew 7:1-5

Jesus said: “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you
pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be
measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye,
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to
your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,” when there is the log
in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.”

The sower’s seed Matthew 13:1-23

Jesus said: “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell
along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell
on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately
they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose
they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. Oth-
er seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear.”

The mustard seed Matthew 13:31-32

Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a
man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but when
it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so
that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”



The man with a 100 sheep Matthew 18:9-14

Jesus said: “If aman has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray,
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of
the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices
over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.”

The Master and the ‘fair’ wage Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went
out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agree-
ing with the labourers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vine-
yard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in
the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and
whatever is right [ will give you.” So they went.

Goingoutagain about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same.
And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And
he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard
too.” And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his fore-
man, ‘Call the labourers and pay them their wages, beginning with the
last, up to the first.” And when those hired about the eleventh hour came,
each of them received a denarius.

Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more,
but each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they grum-
bled at the master of the house, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour,
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what
belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you.
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you
begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.”

Doing what you say? Matthew 21:28-31

Jesus asked, “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” And he answered,
‘Twill not,” but afterward he changed his mind and went. And he went to
the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but did not
go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.”



The Wedding Feast without guests Matthew 22:1-14

Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his serv-
ants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would
not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, “Tell those who are in-
vited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have
been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.”’
But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his
business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and
killed them.

The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers
and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is
ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads
and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.” And those servants
went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and
good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who
had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in
here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king
said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the out-
er darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For
many are called, but few are chosen.”

The wise and foolish virgins Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and
five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil
with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bride-
groom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept.

But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.” Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.” But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us
and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’

And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.
Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” But
he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” Watch therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour.”



The wounded man Luke 10:29-37

A lawyer stood up to putJesus to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How
do youread it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with
all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself.” And he said to him, “You
have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neigh-
bour?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed,
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road,
and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite,
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.

But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he
saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought
him to an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two de-
narii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and what-
ever more you spend, [ will repay you when I come back.” Which of these
three, do you think, proved to be a neighbour to the man who fell among
the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said
to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

Preparing for the future Luke 12:13-21

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge
or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your
guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abun-
dance of his possessions.”

And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced
plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for [ have nowhere
to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”” But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night
your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich to-
ward God.”



Working the Talents Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus said: “A man going on a journey, called his servants and entrusted to
them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had re-
ceived the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made
five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents
more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground
and hid his master’s money.

Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled ac-
counts with them. And he who had received the five talents came for-
ward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five
talents; here, I have made five talents more.” His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; [ will
set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” And he also who
had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me
two talents; here, I have made two talents more.” His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little;
I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’

He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you scattered no seed, so [ was afraid, and I went and hid your tal-
ent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’

But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew
that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed?
Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my
coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take
the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to
everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast
the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

A fig tree Luke 13:6-9

Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and
he came seeking fruit on it and found none. And he said to the vinedress-
er, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and
I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ And he an-
swered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on
manure. Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not,
you can cut it down.””



No need for anxiety Luke 12: 22-31

Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about
your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. For
life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.

Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither store-
house nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are
you than the birds! And which of you by being anxious can add a single
hour to his span of life? If then you are not able to do as small a thing as
that, why are you anxious about the rest?

Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and to-
morrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O
you of little faith! And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are
to drink, nor be worried. For all the nations of the world seek after these
things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his king-
dom, and these things will be added to you.

Guests at weddings Luke 14:7-14

Jesus told a parable to those who were invited to a meal, when he noticed
how they chose the places of honour, saying to them, “When you are in-
vited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of hon-
out, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, and he
who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this
person,” and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. But
when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your
host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.” Then you will be
honoured in the presence of all who sit at table with you. For everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”

He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or
a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or
rich neighbours, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. But
when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,
and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the just.”



The two sons Luke 15:11-32

Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to
me.” And he divided his property between them. Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country,
and there he squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had
spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to
be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to
be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! I
will arise and go to my father, and [ will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your
son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”” And he arose and came to
his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am
no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his serv-
ants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let
us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants
and asked what these things meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received
him back safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go in. His fa-
ther came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these
many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet
you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends.
But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!” And he said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to cele-
brate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost,
and is found.”



Prayer? Luke 18:9-14

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.

The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I
am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this
tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all thatI get.’

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell
you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles
himself will be exalted.”
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