A prayer
for when visiting a grave

Introduction

We come to pray for those we love who have died and gone
before us.

As we remember the death of our loved one(s)
we pray in faith that by the new creation they may bear the
image of Jesus who was raised to glory.

Reading

A reading from St Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians:

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed,
about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as oth-
ers do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare
to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the
Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

I Thessalonians:13-18

.

Prayer

Eternal God,
we give thanks for N.
We come to remember him/her,
for the bonds of love are not unravelled by death.
Keep us all one in your love and care
so that at the last, with N,
we may be gathered together in your loving embrace.
O God, when memory is sad,
hold us gently in your hand.
When memory is sweet,
give us grace to thank you.
Watch always over N.,
and at the last may we all be united in your glory.
These things we ask
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Those gathered in prayer might like to now sprinkle the grave
with Holy Water, or place flowers on the grave.

Now let us pray as Christ the Lord has taught us:
All say: Our Father....

Eternal rest grant unto him /her, O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine upon him/her.

May he/she rest in peace. Amen.

May his/her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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